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DEDICATION. 



T O 



CITIZEN VARRON. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

li -Infcf^e to you this 
fecond pajtj^f^iriyj /Travels. Your 
-inodefiy will take the alarm at this 
public addifefsT: but I merely dif- 
charge a debt of long ftanding, or 
rather I pay-in a fiseble inftalment 
upon the principal of what I owe 
you.: Why* cannot I difchai|;^ the 
whok, and pay yoii all which my 
Vol. I. a fricndr 



Digitized by 



Google 



Tf DEDICATION. 

frienddiip prompts, and my grati-' 
tudeenjolm?j » > ' i. ^ i. .. 

It is not yet in your power to 
prefent to us the detail of a journey 
much more interefting and ufeful 
than mine. You have- Teen wirefted 
from you in a moment the fruit of 
four years e3|^0pns.\ jErXgpfed to the 
B^ieffda of tfS? ^efts of Roaine, 
you wpfe iH^'Ji^lffcvl^hen ycjji fled 
thcicjmalitJe, iofai^etbe mot pre- 
cious ^art of . youifelf. 

III tke fl^daol time, deigih^la'ire^ 

teiv^ the public' bomage;^l3trffer. you. 

Ill accompany iilgrm&i ovri^r Ihe . bar* 

van- and burmog £aids of .^htba, 

-: A .' . you 
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DEDICATION. vU 

you muft not expe£l to find thofe 
fuperb monuments the vaunted re- 
mains of ^vhich have, in two differ- 
ent journeys, been the objeft of 
your ftiidies and refearches; but 
you will every where encounter the 
genuine face of nature, and it is to 
this circumftance I truft for the pro- 
priety of the homage I am now 
paying you. 

Le Vaillant, 
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J - .» ' . ■ 



X HIS fecond part of my Travels 
ought to havp followed much fooner 

the firft. It was written a long time 
ago. Private diiputes and public 
^airs have countera6t:ed its publica- 
tion. Of the firft part there was an 
infinite variety of editions, pirated 
editions and tranflations. But the 
bookfellers never think they have 
got enough unlefe they have de- 
voured both the author and his' 
as ^prk, 
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work. Accordingly they pretended 
to doubt the fiiccefs of the fecond 
paft,* after having expefiencied that 
of the firft. After a thoufand dif- 
appointments, I have at length met 
with an honeft trader. I pleafe my- 
fclf with the opinion that fortune 
has dircded my fteps to a houfe 
"wherearts and ktters are of fome 
confideration. 

It is in vain for me to attempt to 
deny it : the fuccefs of my firft pub? 
lication greatly fvirpafled my expec- 
tation. It has no doubt been praiied 
muc& beyond its defert. In the 
midft of tht eulogiums t have re- 
ceiveS, ther^ were attacks to which 
. . I couI4 



Digitized by 



Google 



PREFACE. xi 

I could not but be fenfible. A cer- 
tain critic has been much irritated 
with the fale of my former work., 
I willingly furrender to him this fe- 
cQnd part, which he has already 
devoured in imagination ; and God 
grant that it may in fome degree af- 
fuage the bittemefs of his wrath ! 

There is added to this edition a 
general chart of my travels. It will 
be fold feparately*. I owe much 
in this relpe6l to the attention of 
the unfortunate Laborde, who made 
every exertion in his power to give 
cScOl to its accuracy and precifion, 

' ♦ The map alluded ta by the author, will be 
found prefixed to the firft volume of the prcfcijf 
tfahflation* 

bliK ' • a 4 - 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION, 



The reader will recoUedt that I did not 
return to the Cape till after a fix months 
jqurney through the interior parts of the 
fouthern extremity of Africa. . 

During my abfence, the Cape had expe- 
rienced many revolutions* On iny arrival 
firom Europe, I found there the French regi« 
ment of Pondicherry; and, on my return 
f^om this firft journey, the garrifon was re- 
kibrced with the Swifs regiment of Meu- 
ion and the legion de Luxembourg. I had 
been acquainted, in France, with feverat 
officers of the latter corps j and I felt, on 
£eeiog them again, all thofe tender fenfa- 

tions 
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XIV INTRODUCTION. 

tions which remind us of our country where- 
ever we obfenre its^manners, its chara&er^ and 
its language - . . ^ 

The females of the Cape, when 1 iaw them 
for thefirft time, had really excited my afto- 
nifhment by their dre& and their elegance ; 
but I admired in them, above all, that mf^ 
defly and referve peculiar^ to , the Dutch 
ihannjers, which nothing as yet had cor- 
rupted. 

In the courfe offi:^ months, ^ great chaQge 
fiad taken place* It was no longer th? 
French moji^es thjat they copied; it was a 
caricature of the French, Pluwes, feathpre^ 
ribbons, and tawdry ornaments heaped togs^ 
they , without tafte on every h^ad, g^ye tQ 
the, prettieft figures a ^otefque ajr, \yhjljp]i 
pften provoked a fipile when they .appear^ 
This mania, had exteijded to the n€^g|^9iifg^ 
ing .plantations, where the wpmeu 9^^^M 

fcarcely 



Digitized by 



Google 



I"NTRODU'CTION, xr 

fcarcdy be kqcwm A mode of drefs en^ 
tiralyc^w wiui ev^jr wkere introduced'; but 
fo £uita(lical» that it would have been di& 
ficult to determine from what country it had 
Ikm impcirted. • 

I* 'the courfe cf my journey, I had col- 
-U£lcd a large quantity of oflrich-feathers, 
which I intended to tranfmit to Europe. 
Wh^n the la^es igot notice of this treafure, 
it was imppffible for me to convey theai to 
the place of their deftination. They flocked 
axiound me from all quarters to beg a few 
of them. People even whom I did not know 
prefented themfelves in the name of this ot 
the other lady, and modeftly requefted the 
ufe of a dozen feathers for the evening. I 
difpOfed, therefore t of all my plumes as 
fpeedily as poffiblc, that I might the fooner 
i!iit:^tip^lhop. Such was the folly of the day; 
anif'this mode of infiiruating oneW^^f into 
tfie'lfood graces of the fah: fex was fo effica* 

• clous. 
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s cious/ that many officers fcnt to Franc* for 
a cargo of feathers to gratify their pailion. 
The hufbands, on their fide, vying in gallan- 
try with the lovers, procured fome from 
Afia, and even from Holland. Africa could . 
fto longer fupply a fufficient number; and 
they were become deai'er there ev$n than in 
Europe, 

The French enjoy one advantage in par- 
ticular above every other nation. Where-r 
ever their deftiny may lead them, they foon 
acquire a fort of empire over every thing that 
furrounds them. Their vivacity, foftnefs of 
manner, and attention to the graces, have 
Ib^aething in them fo captivating, and even 
their prefumption and forwardnefs fo forcibly 
ftrike. the generality of minds, and efpeoially 
the minds of women, that, in a little time, pejr- 
fedly overcorne and fubdued, it is coi^fidered 
as a fort of duty and honour tp adopt their 
manners a^d language. Though the towj:^. 

was 
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was occu^cd only with warlike preparatbns^ 
and chough an attack from the £oglilh fleet 
was every moment expeded> the French 
officers, had . already introduced a tafte for 
pleafure. Employed in the morning at their 
fcxercife, the French foldiers Jn the evening , 
:aded plays« A part of the barracks .' was 
transformed into a theatre; and as women 
capable of performing female charad^rs could 
-not be found in the town, they affigned thcfe 
parts tp fome of their comrades, whofc youth, 
ddicate feature^^ and frefhqe^ of, comiJexion^ ^ 
feemed bejft calculated to Ayour the decep- 
tioQ. Thefe^ hcroilies, 9f a new; kind, heighlr 
ened the cu^iofity of thp fpte£lators, and rea- 
dered the entertainment ftill more lively aifid 
intercfting. With regard to the adprs, fi^fffi 
qf them had a£lually veryjeoniiderablf^ .ta}{i)|s 
foe comedy; and I recollect thf^t one of theiti 
.afited the pa|t of Figaro, in the Baf|)cr .qf 
.i^rville, in fo fuperipr a ftyl%;thgt, at.tjie Cap(, 

f and 
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iviii INTRODUCTION. 

and in lut corps, lie ^was afterwards alway» 

ttdkd by tiie name el Id» thaira^aan 

Tiidk ingenbos diverfions affoided me, I 
icodfe^, much amtifeniebt; but Ihe ideafii^t 
moft pieafed me was to fde thcfn transferred « 
Africa; that is tc^f^y, in tHe nerghbouthbod 
tjf lions, panthers, and hyswiai. As fotrfite 
Creola, who had never witrtelTed bcfot* 
any thing of the kind, they were abfoliftely 
inchanted. Nothing was talked of in ev««f^ 
cottip&i^y Ithroughout the town but tke French 
^hifsi To add ih the general pleafure, ISdies 
of the firft rank tonfidered it as iiicuiirbctat 
4Uk dbfetti to lend fo the taiBtaty iSors arid 
^reflee, their laciea, jewels, ri^dfteflej, and' 
Wdft sVahii^le ornaments. But (orbit ^them 
^hhd ^aoie to repentof their cohdefeehfioft^ ter 
'ft Mapi^ened more than once that' fiife caurftcfs 
df'^tftrtviva hiving left ih^lidge A thfc 
filttling-h6nfe fee# borrowed idecdrafiofes, ffife 
V . -^ - owner, 
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owner, t© recover flyntt-, wa» d)Kged to dtf» 
charge not only the feiD 'dot for brandy a^ 
tcA>acco, but afi the other ctebts x^the heroine. 

.Dimag the intoxication abd giddincffs eo^ 
caficoa^ J>^ thefe trniuremt Rt^s Love alfo did , 
Qot.£i3 Jtp 4m9; hi&.^patti; 4P^ certoia little inf» 
Irigues ^»«e, from tiihe to tlme> broiight to 
lights wfaxeh.gav^ etnpk^meDt to xht tongut 
offcandal^and introduced unhappinefs idtd fdr . 
miJies. Hymen, it is true, amidft thefe ad- 
▼entorei^ ^^otf^imes idt^^etied to repair ^the 
£3lKc8i of t)is 4>rother ; aiic) many marf iage% 
which rrflorcd ev6ry thing to otde^i wfir^ 
the rcfillt pf his negOtWions ; but the cohi- 
iplaiim, thoi^ fiified, did hot Jefs ; exift. 
Ilie . wa^oUiifnefs of the mother was alert. 
Thfi hufbomd, by fo inuch the mdre Jfccretly 
inritatcd as lie faw hitifelf ^obijged to tonceal 
his jealof fy^) cw£sA v/in hb heart both a^ofi 
and theatfec;. whSfethe matronly part of the 
eprnmunhy,' kf* en the rc^rve^ declaimed 

with 
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with bittemefs againftthe Ucentioufacfs that 
prevailed^ which they wholly imputed to thia 
mode of theatrical entert^inmeot. At I^, to 
the great mortification of the young, but to 
the high fatisfaAion of the old women and 
hufbands, the theatre was on a fudden fhut up. 
The caufe that effe^d this waa altogether 
foreign to the complaints that were made^ 
and of a nature that it was impoffible to 
forefee« 

Theugh the Cape had not been attieked^ 
it had experienced fome of the ufual fcourgea 
of war. A dread of the Englifii fleet having 
prevented fpecie from being fent thither from 
Europe, cafliin a little time became fcarce; 
the pnce of provifions was increafed ; and a 
general alarm prevailed thxDugh the colony* 
In this penury, the Dutch Eaft-India com- 
.pany thought proper to create a paper cur- 
rency; but this fi^itious money, which was 
fupported by no other credit than a confidence 

in 
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la the fignatures, in reality added one evil 
more to what already exifted. The greater 
part of the planters in the intcrioj: of the fet- 
tlement were obftinate in refufing it.; and 
many of them, apprehenfive of being paid 
with paper, would no longer bring provifions 
to tlie town. By this condudl the value of 
every thing was quadrupled ; and in a little 
time extreme fcarcity was the confequence. 

While matters were in this fituation, our 
a<Sors, who in all probability were not too 
regularly paid^ or who at leaft did not receive 
an income proportioned to their expences^ 
found themfelvcs embarrafled* To extricate 
themfelves from their difEculti^s, two of 
them took it into their heads to imitate the 
-paper money of .the company^ and to . put 
their notes alfo in circulation. Unfortunately 
they were fo badly executed, ajidthe figna- 
tures in particular fo aw:k^ardly copied, that 
they were foon deleted. Juftice laid hold 
. Voul. b of 
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of the affair ; the bufmefs affamcd a feriotit 
afped ; and it was for feme time apprehended 
that oiir two heroes of the foek would have 
made a very tragical exit. Every thing, how-* 
ever, was at length arranged j and , either 
from. regard to the individuals and the corps 
to which they belonged, or gratitude for the 
pleafure they had afforded, it was thought 
fufEcient to banifli them from the Cape, and 
to put them on board a veffel that was about 
to return to Europe. A was prefent when 
they departed. The theatrical company was 
thus rendered incomplete; and, afliamed of 
tlie adventure, they dared neither feek others 
to fupply the vacant places^ nor refume their 
entertainments. 

Intoxicating as were thefe pleafures, Go- 
vernment meanwhile had not been inatten*^ 
five to the danger which threatened the co* 
Iony.» As they daily 'expeded to be attacked. 
by the Engltfh fleet, they bad increafed the 

meants 
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ttleaaa of ddfience, and ordered different works 
and new fortiBcations to be conftru6J:ed. But, 
though thefe plans had been begun before I 
left the Cape, they were not finiftxed when 
I returned ; and I every where found men 
at wbrk, buiily employed in completing 
them. 

At firft, the bufihefs had been eafried on 
with aftivity and ardour ; becaufe the inha- 
bitants, inftigated by their private intereft, 
which was then confidered as involved with 
that of the public, had voluntarily offered their 
fervices, arid mingled with the workmen. 
Young and qld, foldiers and magiflrates, 
failors and planters, all folicited the honour 
of co-operating for the general good and 
common fafety. To behold this heteroge- 
neous multitude— fome loaded with pick- axes, 
and fome with fpades, or other fimilar im- 
plenients— ^marching out *in the morning from 
the towa, and proceeding in high fpirit$ 

b a to 
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to the new fortifications, was a fight truly 

admirable. 

But this patriotic fervour was of no long 
continuance. Under pretence of fparing their 
ftrength, and that they might not weary them- 
felves to no purpofe, they foon caufed. their 
flaves to follow thetn with the tools and 
inftriiments, la a little rime they contented 
themfelves with fending their {laves only; 
and at laft thefe fubftitutes themfelves, in imi- 
" tation of their mafters, or perhaps by their 
fecret orders, gave oyer going alfo. Their 
enthufiafm, in (hort, from the firft moment 
of its breaking out till the period when it 
was thus entirely cooled, had been* the afikir 
of fomething lefs than a fortnight. 

The works, however, though abandoned 
to mercenary hands, were not interrupted. 
Governnrent caufed them to be continued 
with vigour ; and, when I returned from my 

journey, 
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journey, the cxpence of them already amount- 
ed to a very confiderable fum. Nothing 
was to be feen but preparations for waran4 
the means of defence. It appeared as if every 
inch of ground was meant to be difputed 
with the enemy; and if the company had 
reafon' to complain of the enormous coft 
with which thefe preparations .were attended, 
they at any rate proved, diat thofe into whofe 
hands they had intrufted one of their moft 
imptortant poffeffions negleSed nothing which 
they thought calculated to prefer ve it. ^ 

Frdm- tfee Table Mountain to Falfe Bay the 
whole road was lined with fmall redoubts, 
which, being conftruded in fuch a manner as 
to fiipport each other, feemed likely to check 
the enemy, or at leaft retard him in his 
march. - 

Another road which condudied from the 
town to Baie-auK-^bdis (woody bay) was for- 

b3 tificd 
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*xvi INTRODUCTIDN, 
tified in a diflfdrent riianner. Being both the 
moft beautiful, and at the fame time the iaofi 
pleafant of all ' the roads in the neighbour- 
hood, it formed a delightful walk for the in- 
habitants J but from a drefad that the EnglHh, 
invited by the facility which it prefented of 
marching to the town, might refolve to make 
their defcent at this bay, the road had not 
only bfcen broken up throughout its whole 
length, but, at certain diftances, deep trenches 
and excavations had been cut in it. Thefe 
works, which were nothing in reality Init mi? 
• ferable deftrii£tion, I could not behold with- 
out pain. The road had become my favour* 
rite walk; and I had in fome meafufe'ap* 
propriated it to myfelf* It was here I Was 
fond of ftraying at thofe monients when it 
>^as deferted by others, to indulge at leifare 
in my reveries, and to regulate the plan df my 
journeys, I had counted every tree or Qirub 
that grew on its borders, and was acqiwtiiited 
>YJtfi every fpo^ >yhere I could fit down to 



Digitized by 



Google 



INIPRODUCTION. xxvU 
«njoy my meditations. War and its prepa- 
rations had rooted up the verdant turf, and 
the flowera which liad added to its beauty 
were faded. or elfe totally difappeared The 
townJbad loft what to me was its greateft 
oniai3»ent^ ks nMxft bewitching charm. 

Ii> tke neighbourhood, the whole fhorct 
from Pointe dts Pcndus (gallows-point), near 
the JLwa's Rump, to the bottom of the Bay, 
was defended by new workp of every kind* 
The batteries we^e every where increafecj* 
Canncm^it is true, were wanting; but a fuppty 
•of theii£ had been prcmifed from the lile of 
J^rakK€;.and, if I remember right, after a peace 
►awas fonaduded, they *<atually arrived. 

On the €aft the town itfelf was to be dc- 

«lended by a ftrong line of palifades, begin- 

nitJg at the fhore and ending at the bottom of 

the Devil Mountain. It was the Ifle of France 

dgain that was to furnlfh the wood neceflary 

b 4 for 
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for thisxircumvallation j and that engagement 
was, at. any rate, much better fulfilled than 
the preceding one. But was it not a fliame 
for a Government, poffefling immenfe forcfts, 
to fend eight hundred leagues to^ folicit of a 
foreign power affift'ance, which, without, dif- 
ficulty and almoft without expence, it might 
have k)btained by fea as well as by land from 
different parts of its own territories at home! 
l.have already puWifli^ fooife reflcStiOns on 
4his fubjeft in the account of my firft .tra- 
vels. On feiy return to Holland, 1 nuttitionad 
the cireuhiftattce to feveral of the direiSors of 
the compiiity,' and I have no doubt that ibine 
plan will be adppted in confeqyence, which 
their own iqtereft at the fame iimc fo power-* 
fully re,commends*'* 

* The ftate of things fince thefe lines were written) 
has greatly .changed; it will, perhaps, change ftill more, 
;ind facilitate eftablilhments, which, by guilom, fdfifii- 
tiefs, and the intereft of partial aflbciations, have long 
J>een retarded. i 

4 As 
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As it was on the eaftem fide that the inha^ 
bitants expefted the Eiiglifti to make thdr 
attack, it was in this quarter they took care 
ta conftm^ the ' ftrongeft fortifications. BiUv 
anflfong tfhefe^new- works, there was onelwhidhi 
was' far: ftoai meeting witk general apprpba- 
tioiil>^->3B^'.^feflional meh it was confidercd,;^ 
ff Jffcft alte^ther dfelefs,' as' calculated at Icaft 
very little <to bbftruQ; the.taTdn5;<)f'tljie;towi^^ 
To prove who were in Jthce right, «nd J^h0 hk 
the wrong, in the judgment of this matter^ 
it ^buld* havciiffien xieoeflary that ,t|ie;towa 
Ihould a(fttttdly be befiegcd j »bilt ;this Wa^.ai^ 
evetit thiat did: not take; place.* To the inh^r 
bitanb, however^ the coriftrudlioniof this fort 
^ot^td :a''|ubj>d of coiifiderable ptealantry* 
Atccfrdia^^to therti , the codtradors ; had^ !%• 
bourpd Tor ^hcir o^vx: ad^^tage) rat^Qr th^ 
fyt '"^h&t of ihe colony^ wdd by Goloael 
GbrcloA* tlafforf was called in derifiQib Itort 
GuSet.- '. '^v .•; •;'••' .... :,, ;. , •; 

While 
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While the meaaa <rf defence were thus ia- 
cxeaiedy Goverament endeavoured alfi) to avg« 
snent the number of troops. With this vicTr^ 
^very per£bn without difiiiidioii. that offered 
liinxfelf was enUfted; be his defedls what 
tbef mighty not an indcvidua]; was rtfufed. 
I da not precifely know what fiich foldk^. 
would have done in cafe of an attack ; but I 
fi^ed they would have oppofed no very &iy 
midable face to the enemy* 

• Jftlft the- iame,^ in^ my opinions, would k 
liave been with a (regiment of Hottentots that 
was formed. Never did plan, afford fo much 
feopefbr ridicule as this ; and to be coijvinced 
how juft .was the ;r4dicule, a %hi only of 
tfaefe groteique troops at their .tam^t. yii^ 
fufficientr One day as I was croffiog the 
pttrade where they y^ffte affeittbled,aand "wheie 
lone of the company's fervams vga^i teaching 
them what be call^ n^ilitary cvolutiops^ I 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed this plcafure. I had never before 
laughed fo heartily, and have never thought 
jof them fince without the fame convulfivc 
luerriment. Thofe who have fcen at a fair, 
^pes perform their exercife under the whip^ 
of a "fhow-man, joftle one another by con^ , 
traty motions, wheel to the right when they 
fliould turn to the left, and jump about or 
leap on each others backs when they ought 
to march or to halt, will have no imperfed 
image of the manoeuvres of thefe demi-fa- 
vages. As none of them knew how to difc 
tinguifli his right hand from his left, the 
reader may judge how well they muft have 
obeyed the commands of their generaU 
With a ftupid look, they kept their eyes fted^ 
faffly fixed upon him j but fcarcely had he 
given the word when, agitated as if by convul-- 
iiotis, each performed a different evolution j 
And all that could be taught them was to re- 
main in a, line clofely fqueezed one againfl 
^^ Qfhcr, Qa th^ arrival of the firft bullet, 
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and even on tlie firft report of a cannon, the 
whole cojps rtrould have difperfedj like a flock 
of ftarlings, and never would it have beca 
poflible to rally them. 

There was one mode^ however, in which 
perhaps th^y might have been rendered ufe- 
ful : to have pofted them in fome fecure place 
of ambufcade, where they could have no- 
thing to apprehend^. and there to have em- 
ployed them in firing as occafion might offer. 
For it is fcarcely to be expe^ed that the fa- 
rage, a total ftranger to our prejudices, ihould 
fet much value on the honour to be- acquired 
by remaining at one's poft, there to. await 
perhaps certain death. The . l^v^ge prefers 
lying in'ambufli for his enemy under the co- 
ver of darknefs. TJie art of war is to him 
the art of avoiding danger. If he. attack, it 
is only when he thinks himfelf fure of killings 
without on his fide running any riffc j and to 
alk him to expofe his life to procure vidory. 

■ to 
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to thofe in whofe fuccefs he has no intereft^ 
would be: propofing an adlon that he would 
cpnfidej: in the.light of.infanky-. 

. Of the merit and bravery of the difiecent 
ofiicers deftined to comniand the forts and the 
troopsy I: have, nothifig to fay. They were 
aU, mxi doubt^ men. of ;cour^ and talents, 
» aU worthy' of the pafts itfiigoed, or the rank 
confored iiipon them ; but J very much regrets 
ted that I did not fee among them the brav^ and 
mtrepid.Staaring* This feaman, fince fnatch- 
edby theliand of death from hi^ faniily and 
cooqtry,. Had lately ginfen an exdmple of refo- 
krtlpn that aftonifhed the whole colony ; and I 
pablini it here with the more pleafure, as I 
fcaJl thus, in part,- difcharge what I ^ owe to 
th* Memory: of a man to whom I was exceed- 
ingly attached. 

A- Ihip' under Danifl** colour^' hiad an- 
chttded in the Cape Bay ; and there were rea- 

fons 
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fons to fufped that (he was an Engllih fpj^ 
or at leaft a tranfport laden with warlike 
ftores for the enemy. Staariiig, who was 
port^captain, thought it his duty^ in that qua- 
lity, to endeavour to obtain certain informa- 
tion on the fubje£i: ; and with that view went 
on board his floop, and proceeded td the 
ihip to examine her. This was what the 
Dane had been afraid of. Scarcely was the 
captain in his power when he gave orders to 
weigh anchor, and made preparations for put-- 
uhg to fea. Staaring, however, fufpefting 
this treachery^ had, before he quitted the 
flxbrc, taken precautions to prevent its fuccels. 
Accordingly, he made from the deck the fignal 
that had been agreed upon; and the weft bat- 
tery, which he had himfelf caufed to be con- 
ftrufted, and which was called by his name, 
immediately opened and began to difcharge it& 
guns upon the veffeL In vain did the Dane 
threaten in his wr^th, that, unlefs Staaring 
gave a counter-lignal and filenced the battery^ 

he 
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he would Ia(h him to the main-mafti and €9C« 
po& him to deftrudion from the ihotof thoTe 
very cannon which were fired in obedience to 
his orders. This brave man was not to be 
intimidated i and inftead of bafely complying 
with the propofal^ he repeated his fignal, 
which brought a fecond difcharge from the 
battery. When the crew faw this^ they be- 
came almofl: frantic with rage, fell upon the 
obje£k of their vengeance, beat him feverely, 
2md actually l;ied him to the maft : but Staar^ 
ing, though furrounded by danger, deridedl 
his tormentors. *' You know not what yoi| 
•^ do," faid he with a fmilc. *^ Perceive yovj 
" not that thefe bullets arc fent hy my com- 
•' mand; that they know mej and will, there- 
" fore, do me no harm ?'* 

What he thus faid in plealantry, wonderful 
as it may appear, was eventually realifed. 
The (hot fell in Ihowers on every fide, with- 
out one of them touching him : but tlie vefc 

3 f«l 
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fel was fo fhattered, that fiie wa§ foon obliged 
to put about and to anchor with difgrace un- 
der the battery that: "had fired upon her. Irl 
fiiort, this expedition, the fuccefs- of which 
was the cffe£t almoft of a moment, proved 
fo much the more honourable to iht herd 
who conduced it, as the veffel, inTeality, wad 
a fmuggler ; and, being judged a legaFprize, 
iRras fold, I believe, for the benefit of the 
company. For fome time nothing was talked 
of at the Cape but Staaring's intrepidity. 
But his private affairs requiring his prefence 
in Holland, he had recently departed with his 
wife; and, to avoid being attacked by the 
EngKfli, to6k his paflage on board a Danifh 
fliip that was bound to Copenhagen. 

The adventure at the Cape had reached 
the court of Denmark ; but the circumftances 
6f the' capture were not diftinQly -known j 
and Staaring had to fear that, if the court 
ihould'hcatof his arrival, he might be arrefted,- 

and 
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ihA perhapB put in irons till mofb certaia 
iiifolr'matioh coiiid be obtained. Some friends 
forewarned him of his danger. He thoaght 
it prudent, therefore, to witlidfaw j and cffe- 
parted privately from Copenhagen, leaving 
behind him his wife, who did not delay to 
follow him to Holland, where flie had the 
misf&rttiriei foon after to lofe iiim. But he 
has left a fon who one day will doubtlefs ful- 
fil ttie brilliant deftiriy to which the name he 
inherits fo pbw^erfully invites him. 

The time I fpehf at the Cape was not 
loft to lily ftudies and purfuits. I had not 
only been' able, with a part of what I had 
brought with me from my journey, to form 
atr intefefting coUeaion ; but fcarcely a day 
elapfed ^ithont my rambling into the coi^ri* 
tty to pi-oeiife other articles by wtiich to en- 
large it. Nothing came amifs to me: beetles, 
flies, butterflies, chryfalides, nefts, eggs, qua- 
drupeds^ and birds of all* kinds, had their value; 

Vol. L c /^ and 
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and all ferved either to fill up a place in my 
cabinet, or as objefts of ftudy. At the houfe 
of Boers too there was a kind of menagerie 
to which I frequently reforted, in order to 
make obfervations and fometimes experi* 
ments. 

It was by means of this menagerie, added 
to what my two journeys had enabled me to 
obferve, that I fucceeded in obtaining a know- 
ledge of the food, propenfities, habits, and 
duration of life, more or lefs prptraded, bf cer- 
tain ^animals. Some of thefe obfervations, 
which are highly worthy the attention of na- 
turalifts, I fhall publifh hereafter. At pre-^ 
fent, I mean to confine^myfelf to a fingle ex- 
periment, which, not falling in with the 
thread of my narration, would be confidered 
as foreign to it, and confequently can here 
only be inferted with propriety, 

I had often remarked that fpiders fpread 
# 

their 
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ihfeir t«febs in certaia folitary and clofe places, 
to which it is very difficult for flies and even 
for gnats to penetrate ; and I concluded that, 
as thefe animals muft long remain without 
food, they were capable of enduring conlidcr- 
able abflinence and hunger. 

■ To be aflured of this circumftahce, I took a 
large garden fpider, which I inclofed under a 
glafs t)ell, well faftened round the bottom 
with cement, and in this fituation I left it for 
ten months together, Notwithftanding this de- 
privation of food, it appeared during the whole 
period equally vigorous and alert j and I re- 
marked no other alteration than that its "belly, 
which at the time of its imprifonment was the 
fize of a nut, decreafed infeniibly till at laft it 
was fcarcely larger than the head of a pin* 

I then put under the bell ahother fpider of , 
the fame kind. At firft they kept at a dif- 
tance from each other, and remained motion- 

C2 lefsj 
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lefs; but prefently the meagre Oney^prelTed 
by hunger, approached and attacked the 
ftrangen It returned feveral times to the 
charge ; and in thefe different conflids its 
enemy being deprived of alqiofl; all its claws, 
it carried them away, and retired to its for- 
mer fituation to devour them. The meagre 
one itfelf had alfo loft three of its claws, on 
which it equally fed ; and I perceived that its 
plumpnefs was in fome meafure reftored by 
this repaft. At length, the new comer, de- 
prived of all its means of defence, feH the 
next day a facrifice. It was fpeedily devour- 
ed J and in lefs than twenty-four hours the 
old inhabitant of the bell became as round 
as it had been at the firft moment of its con* 
^fiqementt . 

Other animals can by no means endure the 
fame degree of hunger. An abftinence of a 
few days is fufEcient to deftroy them ; and 
the term will be (horter or longer according 

to 
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to the nature of their food. Among birds, 
for example, the granivorous generally die in 
the fpace of from forty-eight to lixty hours, 
while the entomophagi, thofe who feed on in- 
fects, will hold out for a fliort period longer. 

But thofe which can leaft bear abftU 
nenee are fuch as live on fruit j* a property 
that is owing probably to their ftomach, 
which, digefting more fpeedily, has more 
frequetit need of aliment. This quick digef- 
tion, however, is attended with one advan- 
tage, which is, that, reduced to an equal de- 
gree of inanition by abftinence, the animal, 
if affiftcd, will recover and refume its ftrength 
fooner than others. With the granivorous 
Ipecies this is not the cafew Debilitated to a 
certain point, if nothing but the feeds oo, 
which they ufually feed be given them, they 
can never be reftqred j their ftomach having 
loft^ in part, its power of i^gedion. The 
carnivorous, oa the contrary, retain their di- 

c 3 geftion 
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geftibn to the lad moment ; and hende it 
bajppens that, feceiving the kind of food 
i/vhi^h is fuited to ihem, an iaftant only is 
neceflary to their recovery, 

A little refledion will enable us clearly to 
perceive the caufe of thi§ difference. Flcfti, 
from its affinity to the fubftance of the ani* 
mal, becomes fpeedily incoporated with it; 
and, as its juices are highly nutritive, the 
affiftance it gives is almoft inftantaneous. 
With feeds the cafe is the reverfe : to be di- 
gelled, they muft remain fome time in the 
ftomach, where they require to be previoufly 
foftened and triturated. This operation is te-. 
dious, and fuppofes, befides, a vital adipn in 
the gullet i a jnotion and force which fafting 
deftroys* 

What I have advanced upon this fubjeft ia 
not only fupported by plaufible reafon^, but 
U the refult alfo of experiment, 

I took 
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1 took two fparrows of the fame age, and 
in equally good condition, and reduced them, 
by the want of nourifhment^ to fuch a ftate 
of weaknefs that neither of them was able to 
take what was offered him. I then forced 
down the throat ®f one fome bruifed feeds, 
and of the other a little minced flefh. In a 
f€W minutes the latter was quite well j while 
the former, two hours after, died. 

Confidering, however, granivorous birds 
with attention, it might be faid, that feed, - 
though it forms the principal part of their 
food, is to thefe animals a food at the fame 
time that is infufEcient and too little nutritive, 
fince they add thereto fruit, flefh, infe£ts, 
and, in a word, whatever nutritive fubftance 
they meet with. The carnivorous, on the 
other hand, whether they live on flefh or on 
infe£ts, are uniform in their food. One 
kind is fuflicient for them ; and they have no 
recourfc to feeds. 

C4 Ot 
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Of all the feathered race, the fpeciea mofl: 
Cibje£t to hunger and to the frequent want of 
food have appeared to me to be the pifcivo- 
Tou$j or fuch as feed on fifh. Nature has ac- 
cordingly given them large gullets or pouches, 
in which they accumulate^ for future want, a 
larger (lore of provifion. 

With regard to birds of prey, they can en- 
dure hunger for a very confiderable period. 
I have made on this fubjeft various experi- 
ments, but fhall content myfelf with relat- 
ing a fingle fa6l, which is truly aftonifliing, 
and feems to prove fomething more than the 
mere capacity of enduring abftinence, 

I had a vulture of the fpecies called at the 
Cape cbajfe-jientc * (dung-hunter) which I 

♦ The author gives here only a tranflation of the name 
ttfed'atthe Cape. The Dutch name isjirontjaager i and 
the bird alluded to is the fame kind of vulture ^ that 
. called in the Weft-Indies the carrion crow. T. 

wanted 
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wanted to kill^ in order to fluff it. The 
^imal ^pp^^ing tOQ fat for the purpofe^ I 
9bli|ged it to faft. Upon vifiting it, I every 
4a7,expefite4 to find it dead^, or reduced at 
k^ to extr?U»e we^I^nefs j but it i^lways ap- 
£f ^red in the fame ftate of health and vigour. 
At l?^gth, after eleven days of entire faft^ 
feeing it ftill ajiiye, ijiy patience was exhaufted; 
4nd, as I had other cares to engage my atten«- 
tion^ I put an end to its exiilenpe- , In pre« 
paring it for prefervation, I perceived that it 
could have lived a much longer time ; for^ 
tiotwithftanding its abftinence^ it dill fo a-* 
bounded with fat, that \ was obliged to ex- 
trad it before I could fucceed in my ope- 
ration# - 

The iame obfervation is applicable to qua- 
drupeds. Such as live on flefh will endure 
hunger much longer than others ; a fad fo 
well kuown and attefted, that I ipay (pare 

inyfelf the trouble of proving it. . 
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The human fpecies alfo furnUhes a very flrlk- 
ing inftance of the fame truth in thofe nations 
which more or lefs feed upon fle(h. The 
Hottentot whofe nourifhment is milk and 
roots, or dried locufts^ can by no means en- 
dure the fatigue and hunger which other Hot- 
. tentots can who live by the chstce, and who, 
often obliged to pafs feveral days without 
eating, will fufFer no inconvenience from the 
circumftance. I have even reiiiarked that 
this kind of aliment, whatever prejudices 
may exift to the contrary, every thing elfe 
being equal, contributes to render the indi- 
vidual ftronger than any other. * Of all the 
races of men with which I have been ac- 
quainted, the largeft and ^moft robuft, in my 
opinion, are the planters at the Cape ; and 
I know of none that are fo addicted to ani-r 
mal food. I myfelf, who, by the nature of 
my journeys, w^s obliged for feveral years to 
live folely on fle(h, muft acknowledge that I 
never enjoyed a more uniform or better ftate 

• of 
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of health than at that period. I alio never 
fo much abftained from ftrong liquoiis; 
whereas, if the Englifli, who eat more ani- ' 
mal food than the other nations of Europe, 
can make upon it two meals a day, it is be- 
caufe they drink in the interval, tea, punch, 
and other beverages of the fame tendency, 
which accelerate its digeftion* 

Befides the experiments I profecuted as t(y 
the power, more or lefs extenfive, that cer- 
tain animals have of fubllfting without food, 
I engaged in others as to the impaflibility, fo 
to exprefs myfelf, of certain kinds of infects, 
an impaffibility by means of which beings, 
the term of whofe exiftence is fix months, or 
even lefs, appear to have received from na- 
ture the gift of being indeftrudible through the 
medium of thofe fenfations commonly called 
painful,, which are ordinarily deflxudive of 
every thing that ba$ Uf(g. 

I took 
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I took a large red-winged locuft of the 
Cape, opened ita belly, and, pulling out its 
inteftines, filled the cavity with cotton j and 
in that ftate I fixed it to the bottom of a box 
with a pin, which pafled through its thorax. 
It remained there for five months ; and at the 
end of this period it ftill moved both its legs 
and its antennae. 

I transfixed other locufts in the fame m?in- 
ner, without, however, opening th^ir bellies 
as in the former cafe ; and, to try if I could 
ftifle them, I put into the box in which they 
were enclofed camphor and fpirit of turpen* 
tine, and they lived there notwithftanding 
feveral days. 

" If you tear a leg from a fly,** fays the phi- 
lofopbical author of Etudes de la Nature^ ** il 
** moves about as if it had fuftained no lofe* 
" When deprived of fo confi'decable a mem^ 
" ber, it neither faints nor is convulfed ; 

" emits 
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•* citflts no cry, nor fliews any fymptom of 
^ pain^ Childreft of a cruel difpofition amufe 
^^ ihemfelved with thrufting long ftraws iiitii 
" the anus of thefe infeds ; and, thus im* 
^* paled, they fly into the air, or walk and per* 
^ form their ufud movements, without feem^ 
" ing tb be in the leaft afFefted by it. ReaU^ 
** mur, one day, cut off the flefliy and miil^* 
" cular horn of a large caterpillaf^ which cOn* 
•* tinued to feed as if nothing had happened 
**toit;' 

I have fometimes attempted to drown in 
fpirit of wine certain kinds of infedls. The 
moft robuft carnivorous kind, would have . 
been ftifled by it in lefs than two minutes ; 
whereas thefe infed's were often alive after an 
immerfion of twenty-four hours. It is well 
known that Dr. Franklin recovered flies which 
he found in fome bottles of wine that had been 
fent to him from Madeira, and which he had 
kept in his cellar for upwards of fix months. 

Thefe 
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Thefc experiments, which were a (burcc 
confiderable amufement, occupied my hours 
leifure, filled up the interval between my t^ 
joiu-neys, and ferved to moderate nay imj 
tience* But at length the defire; of again cc 
tcmplating nature recutred with fo mu 
force, that a relidence at the Cape became i 
fupportable, and I began to think fcrioufly 
my departure. 
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TRAVELS 

INTO rn% 
INTERIOR PARTS 

O F • 

AFRICA. 



COUNTRY OF THE GREATER AND LESS 
NIMIQUAS* 

I8it down at laft to difcharge my debt. Dif- 
ferent as are the circumftances under which 
I refume ray pen, the impulfe to write is be- 
come the mdre powerful. The benefit of my 
Icmg and wearifome travels fhall not be loft. If 
the firft fruits have been devoured by mercilefsi 
oppreflbrs^ the misfortune is amply repaid by 
the fpeSacle of public liberty. A fufiiciently fine 
harveft ftill remains to make me anxious of of*- 
fcriog it to my country; and this portion, at 
Vol. L B leaft. 
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leaft^ of the only prefents I am able to beftowy 
will neitlier be ckfbafed by tares nor weeds.- In 
the fituation in which I live, I find the imagd 
of my early independence. I have no bbftacles 
to overcome, and ,no cornipt beings to deal- 
with, that I may pay to nature the tribute of 
adoration, which flie has a right to -expert 
from the moft faithful of her lovers. I re- 
enter the defarts of Africa once more to- vifit 
her. I fhall paint her as flie is. She cannot- 
but be pleafed at feeing me, when fhe learns^ 
the efforts that, in this happy portion of the 
earth, have been made to revive her worfliip^ 
^ and rebuild her altars. I will fhow her her 
portraits* She will not defpife the dr6f$ in 
which they will be feen. Can fhe be offended 
if,- ,at fo great a diflance from the country 
where fhe firfl appeared to me without either 
paint or attire^ a flight veil be throwij over her 
charms ? or rather has fhe not herfelf fixed the 
limits where change of temperature, and greater 
wants inaperioilfly demand a modification of 
her effence ? Let it then excite^ no allonifhment 
if, in the relation qf my adventures, and d^- 
lirous of prefervipg my fincerity, a figh. efc^ipfi 
mc at the fight of her firft image. . Sb? h^ftd Hjy 
whole aife^tlons 1 1 owe to her an a^Qf^unCoC 
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all the fecrets of 017 heart j and this predilec- 
tio^, which I cannot forego for, the remote 
aflylum in which I am deftined to t^e up mf 
refidence by her. fide, is an additional fcomage 
that I render to the people llill worthy of prae- 
Jtifing. her leflbns^ 

Land of repofe, of ignorance, and of felicity; 
land that without toil haft fo long nourifhed 
me ; .ye filent rotcks, where I depofited all r^- 
inemhrance, and all regret of the pad ; ye in* 
chantiftg folitudes, troubled by no figh, and 
foiled by no tyranny j fhould fome Frenchman 
chance to wander upon your borders, open tq 
him your delightful retreats, and render ftill 
more auguft the ineftimable blcfling which 
his exertions have obtained for him ( 

I was fcarcely returned to the Cape of Good- 
Hope when my thoughts already turncfd upon 
another excurfion. Sixteen months inceflantly 
occupied in travelling and hunting, had nei- 
ther cooled my zeal, nor accompliflied my 
wiflies. The paffion of increafmg my know^ 
tedge in natural hiftory became every day more 
imperious, and feemed to acquire ftrength from 
the multitude of objeds I had colleded. My 
fatigues were no fooner at ah end, than the re- 
Jnem)»]»ace of them ended allb. Finding my- 

B a felf 
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felf in the midft of a town, tod about to engage 
in the goiSp of a focrety, for whifeh I was by 
no means formed, I could not help cafting be- 
hirtd me ar lodging look* I plunged in idea 
into thtofe roniaAtie rctreatsr^ thofe majeftic fo^^ 
reflsi of which I had taken polTefCon without 
difRciilty, and could leave without protedtors. 
This ftrange mixture of feeling and mifan^ 
thropy, the ordinary guide of the axfiions of 
my Kfe, abated the pleafure of feeing again 
friends who were fo deaf to me ; or in other 
words, the Cape was not the place' in which it 
would have been moft pleafantto me to have 
enjoyed theh: company. From this ebb and 
flo\y 6f pleafuf e and uneafmefs refulted a fenti- 
ment no lefs fingulan I mean a total indiffer-* 
ence as to the difcovcries I had made, and with 
which it Was my puipofe to enrich the fineft 
and moft extenfive of all the fciences. The 
fight aAd developemeht of the curious objeds 
I had brought back with me to the Cape af* 
forded ihe^bnt little of heart-felt delight. ^ The 
drartiatic intereft was paffed. Th-iis it is witS 
the moft charming concert, which-often, \vhen 
the effcdt is produced, leaves a void in the 
foul, and the compofer is coldjy employed in 
pntting together the different parts of his muficu 
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By degrees my fpdability returned, and I fdt 
<ui iricrmatioii for company ; but to enjoy alfo 
jiuy treafores, I was foiced to become a ilran-* 
;tgcr to myfelf. 

^ In all my attentious frkndfbip had the firft^ 
4>lacel I once more faw, and prclfed to my 
iiearty the refpedable Boecs, whofe heaitii had 
occafioned me fuch alarm, when I was yet jbl 
jhundred and fifty leagues &om the Cape, and 
icncamped on the borders of the Kriga. To 
him was I indebted, &cm the pains he took to 
^et me into his houfe, after my unfortunate dif* 
after in the, bay of Saldanha, for all the fruits 
of fo curious an expedition. He \fas eager to 
afcertain'the ilateiof the boxes I had brought 
with mc,a8he.hadbefore;employedtheutmoft 
precaution in unpacking thofe I had remitted 
to him in the courfe of my travels. His zeal 
had made him ingenious, and fuggefted means 
of prefervation that abfolutely aftonifhed me* 
To oblige me he had become a natural phiiofo* 
j>hier ; and my colle<3:ion was not only uninv* 
paired by pai&ng through hia dextrous h^nd^, 
Jbut he had claffed the different fubjeds of pit 
awith great propriety and intelligence. Tl\e 
arrangement of this cabinet, when I did not 
eyq;i knpw iwliettier it had efcaped tliie ^cc'^ents 
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of fo tedious a conveyance:, was a figit truly 
Tavifbiog. 1 had felt great anxiety rcfpe<3:mg 
this firft colle<flian. When I called toiziind tjiie 
yarious ways in which it might be injured, the 
idiftance from which it was fent, the nature of 
the roads, the fucceflive and continual efEbdl qf 
!heat and rain, and thecareki(rnefs,peThaps,cfithe 
petfons to whom it had beeriintrufted, I expeft- 
>ed to find at befl; nothing but a wreck* On the 
4:ontrarfr, my animals had gained new life, aad 
&emed to breathe under the eye of their ma£- 
-tien Such cares, fuch precaution and delicacy, 
could net fail to rgider at laft my iieturn agree** 
jible to me* 

A vifit to the boxes which had arriFed .with 
me completed my fatisfad;ion. Every thing 
they contained was equally brilliant anJl whole. 
!My birds, which amounted to a thoufand and 
eighty, were ^s frefti as at the moment when 
they were killed and prepared; mybutteoilies re- 
tained all their purity, and there was notanih- 
feO: that had loft fo much as a feder. On this-ac- 
count the method I employed in packing an4 
ponveying them became additionaHy dear to 
me. The kind of box that I inviented for the 
purpofe has been defcribed in tlve firfl voiame' 
pf my forjfner travels 5 and- experience ha^ fo 

my 
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fiiliy convinced me of its excellence that I can- 
:not too often recommend the ufe of it. 

Hie news of my return was , foon fpread 
trough the Cajpe, and a crowd of idlers haften- 
ed from every quarter requefting to fee what 
they called my new curiofities. The trouble criT 
fContinuaily opening and fhutting my boxes dc- 
•termine4 me t6 add this portion of fhy riches 
to that which ray frie^id haJ fo ingcnioufly ar- 
'ranged in my abfcence. i begaa wUh claffing 
the different fpeci^s of bird?, not indeed me- 
ihodically, but, in a natural feri(B«, by pairs, 
male and female together. 

Aimoft the whole of Boers' houfe ^^fas con- 
irerted into a cabinet of natural hiftory, and 
<his fort of de^orafion, at once fplendid and 
novels a(tt«<ae3 fo much company, that one 
might tiave fiappofed it the general place of ren- 
i(iez^4m of the wholi town. It was ixever with- 
4>ut vifitors. What feihd of curiofity influenced 
thefe yifitors, a!4*vfftat interdt was felt for 
the arts and fcience*; by a people whdly ^en- 
grofled by * ma"cant4t6 fpeculattene, rjci^y be 
judged frdrti thtf cfiircuraftarice, Ihut the obge<fts 
^hich Afforded them the greateft delight were 
lfeeq«iecitJy thofe belonging to ^the cantons 
3n*«r€^ th€ towii, an4 that thjHre was not an in-* 
•" • B -^ habitan 



Digitized by 



Google 



9 TI^AVELS IN 

habitant of the Cape^ ^^hO) even in kis moft or- 
dinary walksy might not obferve fubje^ts of 
paturial hiftorjr, extremely valuable to any but 
an African. How is ij: when natur/e, at eyery 
ft{£p p}:p4uce$ a mirjacle under our feet, that 
me^ can be fo indi&rent to her worship, aa(i 
that the love of gol4 can compenOLte the plea* 
furc which fhe difppvcry of oneonly of her fc* 
crets is capable of affording ? 

Ampng thpfe inquiiitive perfonages there 
were many, however, whofe deportment in 
fome degree flattered my fenfibility. At fight, 
of the rareties which I had brought fo far, I 
remarked a much lefs intereft for the fruit of 
my travels than for the traveller himfelf . They 
cpuld hardly conceive th^ po^bility'of my haw 
|ng efcaped thetnuiperous perils which had be^ 
fore been exaggerated to tpe; jud if, like 
Ulyffes, my fan)ily had refided at the Cape, 
the report of my 4eath would have given me 
more than one fuitor to contend with, and 
more than one Eumeus to feduce^ 

A ilill greater number regarding my labours a$ 
futile and unprodu£kive, were continually teaz<«* 
ing me with the queftion, " Well, what gold 
fuine have you found ?^' Gold was the idol of 
;^$fp pien, und a fingle grain 0f thi$omiiipo?» 
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tent metal would have produced more eSeSt 
upon them than the moil humane and generous 
fentiments. £very expedition that brought qo 
gold with it, was, in their eftimation, fo muck 
time wretchedly mifpent. This paffion for 
^old is the chain that links together the fcat- 
tered Dutch* I remember, that in my early 
(jputh,, when my father took . me with, him to n 
difiance from the colony, and we brought .back 
with us, to Paramaribo, fome burious objedsfo: 
th^ embelliOiment of his cabinet, the inhabi- 
Jants never failed to a& why inftead of theie 
ihings we had not brought gold. 

But let me not forget that I found among 
the crowd foqae enlightened amatjsurs, whofe 
£i&age were a counterbalance to thefe repeated 
mortificatipm, and by whom my Ikbours were 
in a manner appreciated and felt. 

In thenumber of thefe judges I ought pard* 
4;:ukrty to diftinguiih Colonel Gordon. He 
had traverfed^ like myfelf, fome of the fouthem 
countries of Africa. To .many of the Utemti 
of Europe his obferv^tions are knoven. Should 
he read this account, he will find in it the pledge 
of ao efteem that is without bounds. May it 
^duce him to ext^si^d his reputation by pub» 
^fhing his diTcoveries. He owes to Europe 
:- ' ' an 
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-an account of fuch complete relfearches, anj 
which relate to fo interefting a part of Africa. 
They are the property iof the fcience, which 
would then no longer renlain buried in obii- 
vion. The Colonel was frequently delighted 
with the many and various fpecies I had collcifl- 
ed, and he hefitatcd not to ackndwledge that 
the majority of them were pcrfeSly new 4t> 
him. 

\ It k true, that, bound to fociety by rio tie that 
interfered with, or controuled my favourite 
l^urfuks, abfolute mafter oFrny time, and dis- 
engaged from every affeSion butkhat of tHfe 
l^haoe, I gave tnyfelf up tdlts eic^rcife like a 
trae favage. A favage indeed feai ho indu<*e- 
ffEierit but want ; •Whereas I often affixed to the 
conqueft of a fingle obje^ wliofe ^exiftfence C 
had difcovered, a price that tM>. watchings ari4 
yio fitigue could counterpoife. Whenever, al- 
lured by the cry, or other tokeiy (if feme nev^ 
%ird, the ordinary mceans were* infiifficient,- I 
fet my invention to work that it might not 
efeape, ^nd if it were neccffary to fpend a 
whole month in purfuing,or rather in waiting 
fot my prey, I immediatefy ^tcbed my tenf^ 
•and never quitted the place till I had eb«- 
tined it. 

It 
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It IS to this vinbcnding pericverance I owe 
the advantages of poffefliiig alnwft every fpecies 
of bird. belonging to that part of Africa ov«r 
which I travelled. I ufe the word almoft, bc- 
caufe there are certainly events that exceed the 
limits of ^ur power. Wibodoes iibtkaow, for 
inftance, how miich the changes of feafoA are 
cakuiated to d^ive fro^n^^he liunter, or^bfi^ 
"wkhin his reach, fpecies of birflsiwhi€h*fee<:aa 
then dterive pniy ftoih chtmlce? It is thi!»6^ith 
i>irds of pfaflage. IncountrleSstubjeA-toliefltvy 
rains, to long droughts, or confiderabla'^tt^i^ 
«ies of altihorpherey fuch J^iitJU tio doubt c6me 
and go modi oftener than ii) £urope, trififFt 
we experience no s^tetnadve biit that of %e$t 
.and cold ; attd no fportfinan^ Mwever dejctrous, 
ought to eJxpe^ Any '^ng more than to obtain 
,a coUedion that fliall bear fom^ degree of pro- 
portion to tbe '^riety of fpecies : todiicbVei^ lAl 
that exift of this kind, the lifecl' man ^oiild 
he infiafficient. . ^ 

My days were uiefally and a3moft wiioHy 
x)ccupied inxlaffing my treafures, keeping my 
xrabinetin order, and thinking 4ipOn die means 
isf fupplying its deficiences, in order to fbnn a 
compleiK fyftem^ Hhat ihoti4d one day, imder 
ih^in^rsMities^pf age, confde me for the inca- 
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pacity ©f ftudying the elements at their foiirce, 

and deprive meof regl-et at the recoUedion of 

a difcipline th^t cannot, be commenced agsun 

but by a recommencemqnf: of life. I prpniifed 

-myfdf in idea greater pleafure from my £econ<i, 

than Lhad enjoyed In my firft travels. . The 

jcompafs of experience would now, bef ijiy gaide 

•mA enable me to furmouht thempft tretiieifiddiis 

iobftai;les,'How far our forefight can extend, and 

rliO^ncBr a fecood precipice frequently h to 

thfkt t^hich we have eicaped, will be ieen in the 

*. I bad irit a maniler prepared /all that was. nek 
^efl&ry for my expedition : but the moment rf 
:my departure frbm the Cape did not advance To 
rapidly as I wifhed. A perfon whom I had 
looked for with the mod tormenting impa* 
.jtieQce^ whom I h^d not feen fince my return, 
,and without whom I could promUe myfelf nei- 
ther pleafure or fafety, was^ abfent* This was 
no other than Klaas, who at lad fuddenly jpre« 
^^ttd himfelf before me^ Th«e was then at 
<ikt houfe of the fifoal, a feledfc, but^numerous 
party of frienda. Klaas enjoyed, wherever he 
wttit^ no inconfiderable (hare of reputation* 
The aflbciate of toy travels, and entrufted by 
jne more particularly ]tb;in the tcft with the e?;er 
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ctitiort of riiy plans, I could not be too lavifli 
in toy ptaifes of this my faithful privy-contt- 
feilor. His fudden arrival excited in the houfe 
of Boers the moft lively curiofity. Nothing 
was thought of but my friend, and, as he en- 
tered, every one fpontaneonfly rofe from his 
feat* I had owed every thing to his attachment 
and fidelity, and he inftantly received tefti- 
monieS of efteem that were a fort of compenfa- 
tion. The fifcal drew his purfe and jnade him 
a confiderable prefent; an: example that wa» 
followed by the whole company. Stupified 
with aftoniftiment, Klaas looked a,t the wealth 
that was thus fhowered upon him, and thought 
himfelf as rich as the governor himfelf. 

A fingle thought, however, with which his 
mind laboured, foon abforbed every fentiment 
that arofe from this unexpeded reception. 
Upon entering, he had advanced towards me 
to teftify his joy, but his emotion was fo great 
as to deprive him of utterance. He aHb had 
a prefent to make. With half- opened mouthy 
and eyes brimful of tears, he held out a packet 
to me, confifting of a box or two, upon which 
he appeared to fix an extraordinary value. I 
played a little with his agitation, which ini 
creafed the filence of thofc who were fpc^ktore 

of 
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of the fcene. At laft I relieved him fronx his 6rn-5' 
barraflinent, or he would otherwifc, I believe^ 
have remained all night in the fame attitude* 
•* Well " faid I, '' for whom are thefe boxes V^ 
" For you, for you !" faid he^ *' They are 
,•• full of thofe animals of which you are fofond^ 
" If I have been tardy^ in returning, it was only 
" that I Ddight not come empty-handed, and 
•* without bringing with me fomething ta 
*• prove that I had not forgotten you. I. zxa 
•• afraid, however, that the birds are neither fo 
" beautiful nor fo rare, as tliiofe which we have 
** killed in our excurfion.'* 

Judge of my aftoniihment and joy, whcny 
upon opening the boxes, I perceived a vvell-ar- 
rangedcolleftionof handfome infeds, with fome' 
birds very expertly fkinned, and agreeably to the 
method which he had feen ihe fo often pradice 
in the defarts. I freely confefs that no tefti- 
mony of favour or efteem has ever filled myf 
heart with fo pure and delicious a fentimcnt as 
this frank and artlefs proceedipg on the part of 
xny Hottentot, and the knotvledge, that dur-* 
ing our feparation, which had by no meana? 
I^een Ihqrt, . his thoughts had been employed 
fclely upon nje. Worthy apd excellent na-t 
tion! yciwits of Europe, mateh me if yocii 
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can, With dlyaur lagenious delicacy and fuW 
lime ideas of generofity, a trait of friendflitp 
and feeling, fimple and genuine as this* My 
dear Klaas^ how often, invited to the houfes of 
perfonages of rank, complimented by fom:e, 
carefled by others, diftinguifhed by all, hovr 
often, in the midft of flattering favours and 
brilliant promifes, have I opened your box of 
infeds, and thanked you for the ihort, but de- 
liciqus inftants of pleafure, which formerly di- 
verfified the tedious hours, when my fmgle re- 
fourjce was to difplay to you my knowledge, 
and unwillingly to entrap your applaufe ! 

Klaas did not ftay long after he had deliver- 
ed his prelent. The treafure he had received be* 
gaa to embarrafs him. He thought of the wife I 
llad given him, into whofe hands he was eager 
to depoflt his wealth. Having firft learned 
from him, that the other companions of my 
travels, fcattered here and there in the vicinity 
of bis horde, were tranquil and happy, my catv 
fie in good condition, my waggons and furni- 
ture under cover and fecure, and my whole ca* 
ravan ready to attend me at a moments fumr 
ixions, I embraced my faithful coadjutor and 
fuffcred him to depart. 

This uneipcded vifit on the part- of -KlaM^ 
^. . brought 
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brought to my recolleaioiranother corftp^iotf 
of my travels; a good fiiencl, a faithful fervant,- 
extrenfely cunning, fruitful in expedients irf 
times of emergency, arid by whom I had nxore? 
than once been extricated fr6m embarfaflmcnts.- 
The whole company were dcfirous of feeing^ 
him, and we ^talk^d towards hrs hbtrfcais if to^- 
inform him that I was on the point of fetting 
offi Thfcre was a fort of playfdl contention* 
who ihould be the firft to tell him the new*. 
The reader will perceive that I am fpeaking;' 
of my ape. There could be no feftivity unlefs 
be was of the party. , Boers and myfelf were 
accuftomed to vifit him every day after diniter, 
and to take with us fome of our deflert. Na-^ 
turally gentle and carefling, he was free from, 
the faults of his fpecies, and had rather imbibed 
diofe of hifr maften He feemed alfo to have 
acquired fome virtues, for he Wis fehrfiblc to 
kindncfs and civilities, and ahvays eager to re- 
pay them. I knew but one perfon whom he 
wpuld not fuffer to ftroke him ; and to hito he 
bore a moft extraordinary enmity. This wa-^ 
an oflRcer of the Pondicherry rcjgiment, whtf 
lodged. like myfelf in the houfe of the fifcal, 
and who, to try the affedion of ray ape, pre- 
tended one day to ftrike me« At thi» fuppofed 
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ill treatment Kees ^yas in a terrible rage, and 
from that moment took a diflike to the officer. 
At whatever diftance he perceived him ap-. 
proaching, his cries and geftures fufficiently 
denoted the defire he felt of avenging me. He 
N grinded his teeth and made the mort piinful 
efforts to dart upon him. In vain had the of- 
fender frequently attempted, by the offer of 
dainties^ to foften his anger. Refentment had 
left a profound hatred in the foul of Kees, 
which it required a long time to efface. 

The impotence of his exertions, to wipe 
away the ftain which my honour had fuffered 
by the affront, denotes that the unfoituaaie 
animal was chained. It was the fear of lofmg 
him that induced me to adopt fo degrading a 
ineafure. His fame had gained him fuch nu- 
merous friends, thfit, if he efcaped from' the 
houfe, he was fure tp be ftolen, either by the 
failors who would have conveyed him on 
board, or by the inhabitants of the Cape, who 
wouM have fecreted him till I was gone, 6r 
even by the flaves who would have-roafted and 
eaten him. 

Poor Kee« appeared to have a melancholy 
fenfe of his jQavery. Boers, indeed, had pro- 
vided him with a very handfome kennel j but 
Vol. h G is 
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is there any enjoyment without fiberty ? My 
ape, befides, poflefled a degree of moral per- 
ception, which rendered his fituation more 
painful than it would have been to a .vulgar 
ape. The moment he faw me^ he flew tiie 
whole length of his ehain to meet me j and it 
was me in particular that he feemed to upbraid 
with ingratitude for his captivity. The period 
of rendering him happy every day drew nearer j 
I hardened myfelf againft his importunities^ 
for I loved him too well to give him an impni-> 
dent teftimony of my afFedion. 

In reality, I fhould have had every thing to 
fear if I had had the weaknefs to have yielded 
to pity. He might have efcaped of his own 
accord, A fentiment ftill ftronger than friend- 
ship might every inftaht have allured him a- 
way. It is not with the ape as with other do- 
meftxc animals, whom inftincS attaches to the 
foil where they have been brought up, aad 
who always return to it j whether, like the dog, 
they have greater fondnefs for the mafter than 
•thehoufe ; or, like the cat, more attachment to 
the houfe than the mafter. The ape, on the 
contrary, indocile and refra<3:ory, incapkble ©f 
lafting remembrance either of the one or of 
the other, retains a propenfity to independence, 
J « which^ 
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which the mildeft education, or the tendereft 
trenitment cannot correCt. Befides, refembling 
in fome degree man,Jn the formation and ufe 
of his members, he is like him alfo in the fa- 
culty of propagating at all times his Ipecies j 
and the reverfe, therefore, of other animals^ 
who, in this refpe£l, are in a ftate of virtual in- 
capacity, except in the fixed and periodical fea- 
fons which nature has affigned them. Kees 
had ftill his virginity, and had never known 
pleafure. The llighteft fpark would havq fet 
him on fire ; an inftant was fuflGcient to con- 
vert him into a libertine ; and if, with all the 
indifcretion and vivacity of youth, he had once 
lufted after a female, his matter would foon 
have been forgotten ; he would have fol- 
lowed her into the depth of the woods, and 
would never mbrC have returned. Extremely 
fond of Kees, and unable to prevail on myfeif 
to lofe him, I ufcd my power as a defpot, and 
chained him up that I might difpofe of him a^ 
I liked. V ' 

The reader will forgive thefe details. They 
are interefting'to a traveller like myfeif, who 
has no brilliant exploits to relate, and no 
wilderriefs of invention in which to lofe him- 
fclf. 

C z Every 
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Every day I became more occupied with tbe 
excurfion I had in view. This new entcrprife 
rfequired numerous preparations. I flattered 
myfelf that in a few days they would all be 
completed. The fatigues of my former expe- 
dition were as perfectly diffipated as if h 
had been undertaken ten years ago. At fength 
I was ready to depart. 

Unfortunately it was the drieft feafon of the 
year. Such of the inhabitants to whom I had 
communicated my proje(fls, and who were 
moft hrterefted in my welfare, notwithftanding^ 
the defire they fek that I fhouW complete my 
difcoveries, were continually urging me to 
wait fora more favourable period. The wea- 
ther, they faid, was inaufpicious and unfeafbn- 
able. As if the weather and feafons which pre- 
vailed at the Cape, and in the neighbourhood 
of the fea, muft neceflarily be the fame at the 
diftahce of fome hundreds of leagues in the in- 
terior of Africa. I had already fame experi- 
ence upon the fubjed ; but I was weak enough: 
to yield to the perfuafions of thefe over-timid 
friends. Another proje<3: inftantaneoufly oc- 
curred to my mind. I accordingly -deferred 
my departure till the feafon arrived that was 
^ reprefented as favourable. It will hereafter be 

feeo 
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ieen how fatal was this procraflination, and to 
what calamities it expofed both my people and 
xae* 

I had refolved to withdraw myjfelf from the 
Cape. The circuqiftance by which I had been 
induced.. to adjo.urn my grand expedition, was 
an additional motive with me to undertake an 
cxcurfion in the environs of the town. It would 
at leaft b^ food to my impatience ; and I fliould 
find in this refource, the only one thit offered 
itfelf amidft the eternal wearifom^nefs with 
which I was befet, fome compenfation for the 
delay which the feafon had jmpofi^d upon 
me. I had learnt, in the fliort copverfation I, 
had had with Kla^s, that thp two Hottentots 
to whom I had oommittedjthecaiieofmy oxen, 
and the equipage of my caravan, waiting tbie 
fignal for jx ijccond texpeditipii, had (rondu^ed 
wy <attle tpthepaftures of Groene-kloof^ and 
that ipy goat8,>greeable to my diredlions, had 
remained in Swart-land, under the eye of my 
friend SJabcr, who, uniform in his 2eal to ^rvp 
me, had takpn charge of them. 

What reproaches did I not caft upon pxyfelf 

for having negleded, fmce my retiirp to th^ 

Cape, this worthy and refpedable friend ! By 

iwhat biifinefs, what neceffity, what laws of de-f 

P 3 corum, 
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coram, what infatuation of good company, ha4 
I been fo long prevented the paying him a vir 
fit ? Where could I tafte a more pure and ge- 
nuine pleafure than under the roof of this ho- 
neft planter, who, after my misfortune at Sal- 
danha bay, when I had loft every thing I pofr 
fefled, and was wandering in a ftrange land, 
without afylum, without money, without 
friends, without any kind of refource, faved mC 
at once from finking in defpair ? The recollec- 
tion of this virtuous African occafiotled m^ the 
moft poignant regret. I flew to his habitation, 
which received for the thif d time ont of hij 
deareft children. The carefles of this charm- 
ing family were beftowed on me in profufion. 
From the furprife and joy they exhibited, and 
the fudden diforder that prevailed iii the houfc^ 
one might have fuppofed it to be the celebra- 
tion of an ancient feftival, or the return of fome 
important perfonage from an illuftrious expe- 
dition. Nothing was thought of but how t0 
render my abode agreeable to me. The partiie$ 
of pleafure that were moft within their reach 
and my own, were parties of hunting. They 
contrived fuch as were particularly amufing* 
A fober and tranquil excurfion now and thett 
jntef rupted the labour of this more fatiguing 
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^CTOfiloyment. The amiable daughters of Sla-- 
ber were the dirediors of thefe excurfions^ atid 
there was a finefle ajid a grace in' their coa-. 
trivanees for this purpofe, that on€ could 
fcarcely havis exped:ed from women fo remote 
from the cuftoms and coquetry of Europe. 
For example, they imagined they could not 
prefent to the regards of their impatient and hu- 
riwiirous guefts, a fpeiSacle better calculated t6 
prolong kis vifit than that of his own horfes 
hrowfmg in the fields n^r their hibitation^ 
They kd me, without my having the leaft 
iufpicioh of the matter, to an agreeable afccht^ 
w:here I found my little flock in the moft en?r 
viable ftate df felicity and fatneft. They werej 
itiddjted for their profperity to the perfonal at^ 
ieations of my fair friends. We came nearer^ 
^ttd a rkvr ftibjed prefented itfelf to niy fur^ 
prife Many of my female goats had yeaned^ 
And brought me fo many kids. No man whor 
j^as not been in tjie feme fituation can feet 
'ivhat I felt at this time. My animals were 
the only pofleflioils that had never occafioned 
me regret^ mortification, or uneafmefs. Thd 
benefit I had derived from my goats in my firft 
Jourfwiy, aflUred me qf the ftill renewed and 
jand more cpnfiderabk benefits I Ihpuld liow 
C 4 receive. 
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receive* It is with pleafure I dwell upon this 
incident. May future travellers derive inftruc- 
tion from itj for, however ingenious may be 
their precautions in other refpeds, they muft 
expedJ: to fufFer amidft the defarts of Africa, if 
they do not provide themfelves with oxen as 
friends, and young goats as play- fellows. 

It was at laft neceffary to tear myfelf froia 
this incomparable family, whom Ipromifed 
more than once to call upon, in the courfe of 
my rambles round the Cape. I kept my word. 
This tranquil and auguft habitation, indeed, like 
an irrefiftible loadftone, often attraded me at a 
confiderable diftance, and I experienced no 
fubjedl of pleafure that I did not haftento^de- 
pofit in the bofom of the celeftial fociety that 
<?ceupied it. . 

I have fomewhere faid, that one of the men 
who were moft attached to me, and from 
whom 1 had derived the greateft fervices in 
periods of danger, was old Swanapocl. I 
had difpatched one of his comrades to requeft 
him to come to me at the Cape. He haftened 
thither immediately. I confidered it, as parti* 
f ularly incumbent upon me to recompenf^ his 
fidelity ; and in. telling him that we were to 
^w&rt together upon a fecond expedition, I 

gave 
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gare him a proof of my friendfliip that wai 
by lib means trivial. 

An unfortunate event had formjcrly taken 
place, that had nearly coft him his life. Iq 
the heat of a quarrel, and from a fuddea 
impulfe of linger, he Jiad ftruck a Hottentot 
woman, who had , died in confequence 6[ 
the blow. The circumftance having been lie- 
prefented, in an unfavourable light, to the 
juftice of the canton, who had no great 
kindnef^ for him, poor Swanapoel was fea« 
tenced to be baniflied, for the reft of his days, 
to Roben ifland. He had already refided 
there feveral years, when the declaration of 
war between England and Holland caufed the 
ifland to be evacuated, anil the convids to. be 
conveyed on board the company's ihips. It 
was at this period that I entered upon my firfi; 
travels. I have fufficiently fpoken of him in 
the courfe of my narrative j and fo honeftly 
did he difcharge the offices I appointed him» 
that I confidered his crime, which was known 
to me^ as having long been expiated. My 
friend, the fifcal, who had enquired into the 
particulars of the old man's ftory, did not 
|f^^it for xpy report of his ?harafl:er %o do him 

fona« 
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fotAt degree of juftice. Sc^fttniflg^ on tnf 
account, the laws of which he was the intef* 
pretei-, he granted ihe^ before I had time to 
irequeft ir, SwanapoeJ's libeFty, as long ad I 
fliould haVe need of his fervices during my 
ibode iVL Africa. I promifed on my return to 
iipply to the government m his behalf: but 
looti after, by an impulfe of g6nerofity that I 
feould hardly expedl, Boers fet him completely 
iA liberty. He did more: affeded even to 
ttars by the account I gave him of this mati's 
C0£|Ldu£t» he was defirous of recompenfm^ his 
fidelity to me by a prefent, which he aftesr*. 
9vards made him, of a complete fet of traveling; 
accoutrements, and by an order that he fhoujid 
receive arrpars pf pay for the whole tim^ 
0iat he had been with me* Such wei^ the 
delicate and provident attentions by which my 
friends, in emulation of each other, foUght 
10 encourage my zeal^ by interefting in my 
favour, in a thoufand ways, the companions I 
h^d chofen to partake of my dangers : and 
thus, by afcribing to me all the merit cff 
i^aions of which I was but the obje<ft, did 
they artfully inftill beforehand into my Hot- 
lientpts, that fpirit of fuboj:din»tion and obe'di^ 
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/efiCe, ^ithotit ^hicfe no traveller in Africa caii 
pxtend tis obferVsytipns beyond the Uipita of 
fhe colony. . 

To enhance th6 favour, ihM fifcdl had left 
(entirely to me the plesfcfure of communicatipg 
this intelligence, fd agreeable to the perfoa 
*^hoM it particularly concerned. Hdw fwe^ 
h the recovery of freedom and honour ! ' 
Bcittdy had I uttered the \\rords, jou are free i 
fcatceljr had I begun to relatfe what my frieh4 
had doftd for hitn, tha'n, impelled by gratitude^ 
and as if reftdrtd to peW life^ the bid <iia4 
threw hiitifelf updn ihy neck, ivhlch h^ 
bathed with his teifs. 1 was^ ttrbngly im- 
preifed and agitated. If feetaed as if it wettt 
I that hstd been torn from baniflitnent an4 
jreftored td fociety. All the evils I had ^xpe*- 
Itenced on board the Middleburg were at otic^ 
pidured to my mind. X looked back, thtdtig^ 
a petiod of two years, td that difaftfous tao^ 
ment, wheti I Had myfelf flood in need pf thi 
pity of ittankind ; a momfertt fo f^tal, that it 
was impdflible for me to fti|>pofe I fhoilld ont 
^ay have an opportunity of ekercifipg towards 
another tiie fame cottimiferation, at diice fo 
fiatutai aM afie^ing, ^ I then experience 

When 
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When the emotion of Swanapoel wajB fome- 
what appeafed, and he was capable of attend* 
ing to. me, I told him my prqjeds, and 
proraifed he fliould accompany me. In my 
grand expedition indeed this was impoffible* 
From its uncertainty and the difficulties that 
might attend it, and confidering too his 
advanced age and the fatigues of our former 
journey, I could not think of taking him fb 
f^r. But the colony afforded a field fu£» 
ficiently ample forme to be defirous of availing 
myfelf once more of his fervices. I (hould 
have been hateful to my own eyes if, at a 
time when he had fo much reafon to rejoice, 
and when there yet remained of life a Ihort 
interval which he might fpend in tranquillity 
and honour in the bofom of his family, I had 
expofed him at a difkance to the riik of pe^ 
rifliing. The offer I made him of our tia- 
yerfing the colony together feemed perfecSMy 
to fatisfy him j or at leaft if he felt mortified 
at the idea that I fhould take him no farther, 
jhe was careful to conceal it, and even after* 
^ards, in his intercourfe with my people,, not 
fL word of difcontent efcaped his lips. 

I ha^p alrjeajdy explained, in my.form6<* 

narrative. 
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narrative, the reafons that induced me to ad-^ ' 
here mflexibly to my plan, of keeping at a 
diftatice from the habitatiofis of the colony^ 
apd of having no intercourfe with the plantett; 
Beiide the interruptions and inconvenieneeir 
that their vifits would unavoidably occafion, I 
bad always a confiderable fpot of ground, a 
fwt. of eflate, to overlook, which I never 
found in better order than when we had none 
of thefe neighbours about us. It may be 
remembered what caufe I had to repent a 
deviation from this rule at Agter-Brointjes* 
HoQgte. Though I had intercpurfe with 
thefe* planters fof four hours only, it fpread 
fuch a fpirit of infubordination in my camp, 
that it required all my firmnefs to re-efta- 
bli(}i order and a good underftanding. To 
thi$ unlucky circumftance, to thefe firft fruits 
of fo dangerous a comihunication, do I owe 
Ae mlisfortune of tiever vifiting the coun? 
try of CafFfaria, a country fo extremely cu- 
rious, as to merit of itfelf a feparate ex-^ 
pedition, and fo interefting, that I ihall 
all my life regret the not having known 

In my prefent plan of traverfing the colony, 
properly fo called, and ftudylng the humour 

of 
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if Us li^fav^e^half poUihed i&habitaots, I 
eeuld iiQt aYQid kicurririg fuch ri{^s. I todt 
cj^f^ htpwever^ to affociate with fuch Hot*- 
teixtQte oply from whom I had nothing to fear, 
or whom I could difmifs at my pleafure* This 
little excurfion became everyday more intercft*- 
5ng to m? • It was' in a manner the i*ame 
of the grand pi^ure I was defirous of fketch-* 
i8g, Ta hajre rambled^ during my afoodc at 
tba Cape, from habitation to habitation, iii 
the, neighbojurhood of the town, was little, 
gratificatiori. to me, I muft penetrate farther^ 
^d make the tojjr of the colony at large, to 
procure, : if- pofiible, a topographical plan of 
it^ A radiua of forty or fifty leagues would 
he t©Q iofigmficant a diftance to prevent my. 
returning the moment I defired it ; and at 
pyef^pt there feemed to be no plan better, cal- 
^uUte4 tp cpnfole me under the mortificatioa 
I feljE, from the fufpcnfien of my journey 
Mt9 the defart. 

It wag in this little enterprife I engaged 
$wa|iapoeI. I did fo with the lefr reludance, 
99 I confidered it only as a pleafant journey^ 
that would be unaccompanied either with 
fatigue or danger. I allowed him a day or 
two to ei^oy with his friends the liberty that ' 

had 



Digitized by 



Google 



A r R t C A. ^i 

%2d been conferred upon him, and appoi^te^ 
his return as the fignal of our departure* H^ 
was exaiJi to hi$ time, and the naoment he 
appeared we mounted our horfes. I took with- 
me fu€h conveniences and fuch preparations 
only as ^e indifpenfable when the intention is 
to pafs fpme time in the country. The color 
Hy was thoroughly known to Swasappel, who. 
had advifed me not to incumber myfelf with 
ufelefe luggage, afluring me that I ihould iit 
all cafes find fuflScient opportunities for thi?^ 
fupply of my wants, and be every wher^ 
received with the kindeft and nipft liberal: 
hofpitality, . The practice of this admirable 
virtue, which is almofl: baniflxed from the 
face of the earth, was of ufe to me on thir 
occafion j but it would have been fatal to- my. 
people, whom it would have difgufted with 
the fatigues they had to Ihare with their chiefs^ 
and infallibly prevented them from foUowfr^ 
ing me, ^ 

. I took the route of Hottentot-HoUand, io». 
tending to proceed from thence to every point: 
of the colony, as far as the Twenty- four Rivers,, 
aod afterwards to return by way of Swacfc*^ 
land, where I fhould have an opportimity oi 

y ^4 * once 
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Once mott repoflng myfelf under the fodf of 
my worthy friend Slaber^ 

I Ihall enter into no particular^ r6(pefting 
the produdioris of the different cantons, theif 
ftate of cultivation, and other objeds of which 
I have already treated. 1 fhall confine myfelf^ 
in the few obfervations I have to make, chiefly 
to the charader of the inhabitants^ and their 
mode of living ; digreffing only for a moment 
to notice an excellent fpring of hot water 
which the company has converted into a 
bathing place for the fick, and which it 
therefore called the hot-baths. It was there 
that Boers, in a ftate of defpair, and aban- 
doned by his phyficians, . recovered his 
health. How gladly would I have efeded 
a temple upon this fpot, whioh had been 
the means of faving a valuable friend whom 
death had fo long perfecuted ! I would have 
fiirrounded it with a fence, and have had. 
It deified. In imitation of the charming: 
and magick ages of mythology, thofe days of 
profound and ingenious fidion, when rivulets^ 
brooks, and fountains,* had each their fecret 
fymbols, and called to mind fome beneficent 
deity, I would have offered to the naiad oF 
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thefe waters a homage that poftcflty would 
perhaps have confecrated. 

la vifititig Franche-Hoeck, I did not, as 
before, regard without intereft that race of 
French refugees, formerly perfecuted by their 
Ujpijuft country, ftripped, profcribed, diftionour- 
ed as fo many wretches unwortl^y to exift. 
Vidlims of fanaticifm and intolerance, and 
deftitute of every other refuge, they repaired 
to this miferable folitude, which the pity of 
* feme neighbouring governments affigned 
them; a pity which would have feared tb 
have allowed them a refidence too near the 
feat of their original difaften Banifhed frond 
France, they have even forgotten the language ; 
but they have not forgotten their calamity. 
Their cuftoms they have borrowed from the ' 
Dutch, xhtir original character being totally 
loft ; but they are diftinguilhed, for the moft 
part, by the darknefs of their hair, which forms 
a ftriking contraft with thealmoft white hair of 
the other inhabitants. It is thus that invifibly 
are deftroyed the modifications that the life of 
man receiver from his government, his educa-- 
tion, and his laws. Every thing is gradually 
annihilated, recompofed, revived j a few tra- 
VoL. I. D ditions 
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ditkms only remain, a$ a folitary teftimonj 
through fucceflive ageil. * 

The lot of thefc utihappy fugitives, mar- 
tyrs of their religion, whatever it be, who 
have forfaken every thing, even the tombs of 
their anceftors, to tranfplant themfelves to the 
extremities of Africa, excited in my bread 
the moft! tender commiferation, of which they 
little fufpeded the caufe. Since my return to 
France, though immehfe oceans feparate us 
from each other, this intereft has daily in- 
treafed. Liberty would willingly efface the 
very remembrance of fo daftardly a profcrip- 
tion. The younger children of thefe wretched 
parents will perhaps one day find, in their 
fild country, the enjoyment of all the blefling^ 
which the rage of priefts and the fatal com* 
|>laifance of a defpot have* robbed them o£ 

I can no wher^ fo properly relate as he]% 
the manntur in which grants of land were 
formerly made in this fp long uncultivated 
country, and the ufages that dill take place 
upon the fubjed. I could wifh the reader to 
be particularly attentive to this account, in 
which he will difcover fomething of the ori- 
gin of human poffe^ons and efts^blilhments. 

I ov« 
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I owe it to chance, which directed my ftept 
to thoi Rooye-Zand, or Red-fand colony. 

Fatigued with the extreme heat of the 
weather, and defirous of refting myfelf, I 
one day at noon entered an habitation that 
offered itfelf, where it was my intention to 
remain till the cool of the evening There was 
nobody in the houfe but a young woman, of 
^ charming figure^ and who appeared to be 
about fixteeri years of age. I paid my refpe£ts 
to her, and, agreeably to the cuftoms of the 
country, fahited her. My eyes involuntarily 
wandered round the room. Conceiving that 
my aftonifliment arofe from the circumftance 
of her being alone, fhe anticipated what flic 
imagined I was about to fay, by Jelling mc 
that her father' and mother were abfent upon 
bufinefs. Surprifed they fliould be from 
home in the burning^ heat of the day, I aiked 
by what accident they had been compelled to 
leave her. " Why," faid flie, " we were 
•* told this' morning that fomebody had plant- 
** ed a baaken (a ftajce) upon our cftate; and 
" my parents, alarmed at the intelligence, 
•* immediately fet off* to enquire upon the 
*« fpot into the truth of the report.*' At a 
lofs to conceive how a (lake driven into the 

D 2 (round 



Digitized by 



Google 



36 TRAVELS IN 

ground could be of fo much importance as to 
oblige thefe planters, contrary to their ufual 
cuftora, to expofe tbemfelves to the intenf^ 
Jieat of the fun, and even to abandon their 
daughter, I replied very fimply, that if one 
man, paffing /by,' had planted this ftake, the 
next comer would perhaps take it away again, 
'and that there was nothing in the circumftance 
fo extremely urgent. I even offered, if her pa- 
rents did not fucceed in difcovering it, to pull 
it up myfelf if I pafled that way. The bufinefs, 
ftie fai(|, depended neither upon them, upon 
me^ nor any other perfon. But her father, 
ihe added, would * fhortly be at home, who 
would give me a more particular hiftory of 
the baaken. Meanwhile fhe invited me to take 
fome refrefhment, and to bear her company. 

Her parents, as fhe had fuppofed, foon ar- 
rived. The father carefTed her for detaining 
me, and I was loaded with civilities on the 
part of the mother. We fat down to 
table. An unreftrained cheerfulnefs prefided 
iat; the meal. The melancholy affair that had 
cccafioned fuch alarm was arranged,! and all 
parties fatisfied. 

I loilged for the promifed hif^ory of the 
flakew Thefe good people are. flow in their 
^ . . , . motions, 
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motions, and it was not till after many pre- 
ambles, in which however I gave myfelf up 
to the moft char^iing^ diftradions, that my 
hoft began as follows* 

" You muft know," faid he, " that, in thid 
" country, to fee and to poffefs are nearly 
" the fame thing. When an inhabitant of 
" the Cape wants to obtain a fpot of ground 
" in the colony, whether for agriculture or 
" for grazing, he travcrfes different cantons, to 
" look out for a fituat ion that may fuit him. 
'* When he has found it, he fets upwhat is 
" called a baaken, as much as to fignify to 
" any one who may be looking out with a 
** fimilar purpofe, that the fpot is already 
" occupied. Then he returns to the Cape^^ 
^* and applies to. the government for a regular 
" p^rmiffion and title. This fort of folicita- 
** tion is feldom refufed ; but, as the grants. of 
** uncultivated ground made by the company 
*V are ufually a league fquare, it happens, 
" fometimes from miftake and fometimes frpnx, 
*' malice, that the baaken has been fet up upoa 
" the ground of a former proprietor ; pr that 
** in the circumference granted hirn, of which 
" the baaken is the centre, fome part of ano- 
*^ ther man's land is included. In this cafe, 
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^ t0 teiminatc the dlfpute, arUtrators are feat 
**'for, and a decifion obtained* Ifthequef- 
*^ tion be not much involved, a compromife 
*^ is eafily made; but in many cstfes it happens 
^ otherwife. Then commences a xegular 
*• fuit at law, and an eternal fubjed of va- 
•• nance and hatred between the two parties. 
^' Another misfortune in fuch cafes is, that 
" the original proprietor is rarely at liberty to 
" quit his farm, and to undertake thejoia- 
•• nageme^t of his own caufe, which affured- 
•* ly he is the perfon to undefftand beft* 
" The trial, however, goes on, and the ad- 
^ vocate, who has frequently never feeu the 
^ fpot, acquits himfelf as well as he can, 
•^ The judge, who is equally in ^he dark^ 
^ gives fentence accordingly ; and thus your 
^ Europeans, who think that no people have 
•* underftanding • and reafon but themfelves^ 
" fprget that they have not Icfs a monopoly 
*• of corruption and vice. The fimplcft diC? 
^ putes often terminate in the ruin of fami» 
^ lies, while nobody gains by them, except 
♦* it be the judge, whofe trade thrives upon 
^ this fpecics of nourifliment. The planters,^ 
^ 6a the other hand, whofe condition re- 
^ moves them from the buftle, fubtlety, and 
p ^* filtrigue 
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** intrigue of large towns, fettle thefe things 
in the cleared and mod fagacious manner^ 
with no other inftrudor but good fenfe, 
and no other guide but reafon." Philofo- 
pher as my hoft afieded to be, and though 
his countenance, which became animated at 
every ftroke of fatire that efcaped him againft 
the inftitutions of fociety, was expreffive of 
cbnfiderable energy, candour, and good fenfe, 
I have taken the liberty of abridging his nar- 
rative, leaving it to the reader*s imagination 
to fupply what I have omitted. 

I proceeded on my journey in the evening, 
after receiving a kifs of peace and good will 
from the whole family. 

From Rooye*Zand I pafled into the canton 
of the Twenty- four-Rivers, the moft pleafant 
fpot, beyond difpute, in the Dutch fettle- 
naent. It derives its name from the numerous 
ftreams by which it is watered ; and hence we 
may judge how produdive and pidurefque it 
muft be. The principal canals, alfo, by the 
drains which are judicioufly cut, convey 
abundance and fertility to all the cultivated 
grounds in the neighbouring farms ; and the 
inhabitants exercife confiderable fkill in in« 
creating or.diminifhingthe body of thefe wa- 
D 4 ters. 
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ters, fo favourable to their crops. In no part 
of the colony db the meadows enjoy the fame 
degree of fmiling verdure j the freflinefs of 
which is fuch, that the fight alone is fufEcient, 
in this burning climate^ to fafcinate the eye 
of the traveller, charm his imagination, and 
actually fufpend his fatigues. The canton of 
the Twenty-four- Rivers is the Eden of Africa, 
whef e we walk through groves of fampelmoes^^ 
citrons, and oranges ; where the fmell is de- , 
licioufly regaled by the perfume of the flowers, 
and where a flight fhade invites to repofe, to 
thoughtfulnefs, and meditation. , Every thing 
round thefe gardens equally tends tO fupport , 
the delufion of enchantment. The eye ex- 
tends to a diftance, and beholds a magnificent 
horizon. Some rifmg hills embelUfti and di- 
verfify the plains, which are. bounded by 
mountains, the fummits of which are hid 
among the clouds. We find at our feet 
whatever is lieceflary to our wants, or that 
cohftitiites the enjoyment and luxury of life. 
The attraction of this fpot is fo great, that 
we cannot help wiftiing we could build an ha- 

* A fpecies of citron that bears in the Weft-India 
Iflands the name of (haddock : the fruit is larger than tfac, 
orange, of a redder pulp, and a bitterifh flavour, T. 
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bitatlon and refide there for ever. The houfes 
are clofer together, and are gradually increas- 
ing j fo that I fliould not wonder' if they were « 
fliortly to exhibit the fpeftacle of a fecond 
town in the colony, and the valley of the 
Twenty - four - Rivers become at laft the 
richeft and moft populous country in the en- 
virons of the Cape. 

1 have ^ faid, that it was my intention to 
return by way of Swart-Land to the Cape, and 
fpend a few days with my good friends, or 
rather, as I may call them^ my good rela- 
tions^ the Slabers. Among the diverfions in 
which we were accuftomed tb engage together, 
there was one that, at the time it was propos- 
ed, and even after 1 had made the experiment, 
fingularly aftonifhed me. They had promifed 
to procure me fome birds, which were not in. 
my coUeftion, and which were unknown to 
me. Whenever a novelty of this kind was 
the queftion, 1 was always prepared the inftant 
it was ftarted. Accordingly I took up my 
fowling-piece, and was ready to be gone* 
, *' Stop," faid they ; ** leave if you pleale 
•* your fire-arms, which will only incom- 
" mode us. The chace to which we invite 
*' you is of a new kind ; having never feen 
*^ it, you will make but a (brry figure. Follow 

"us 
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•* us then, and be fati^cd fpr once with being 
" an humble fpedator/* 

My guide yoked his oxen, and we fet off; 
he with a long and enormous whip, whi<:h 
the planters make, ufe of, and which I have 
already defcribed; I with nothing but a ftick, 
which ferved me as a cane. Arrived at the^ 
fcene of adion, he took his plough, and 
began to trace out a furrow. The new earth 
no fooner appeared, than I faw a vaft quantity 
of very fmall birds flock together from every 
fide, and almoft alight upon the plough«&are, 
which they eagerly followed. Of what could 
thefe birds be in purfuit, that neither the 
inftrument which was in motion, nor the 
man who directed it, could terrify them? 
Alas ! they darted to the ground to devour 
creatures animate like themfelves, the maggots, 
worms, and ihfeils which the plough expofed 
to their view. So unexpeded a fight was al- 
moft perfed ecftacy. It had one alloy, however* 
Empty-handed and without weapons, 1 was 
obliged paffively to contemplate thefe devourers 
of iiifedts, vvithout being able to fecure one of 
them. Thefe birds were killing animals 
weaker than themfelves; I was defirous of 
killing the birds ; while perhaps behind me 
was fome more ferocious beaft longing to treat 

me 
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me wkh die fame £:mdiiefs. Without the 
Highteft preamble, Slabcr coolly afked me 
which of the birds I ihould like to have« I 
ventured to point one out, though I had no 
doubt he was laughing at me. Immediately 
flourifhing his enormous whip, he brought te 
the ground with a fingle ftroke the very fame 
bird* In twenty inftances that I put his ikill 
to the proof, he never once mifled his aim. 
This dexterity of the whip, indeed, is aa 
acquirement general among the' planters} but 
Slaber was an adept in the exercife, whom I 
never faw furpafled. It forms an article in the 
education of their youth, and is in my opinion 
of more worth than the ifnbecil fports of our 
fchools and colleges. I ihall return again to 
this fubjed hereafter, thinking it entitled to «. 
minuter inveftigation. 

'I'here are fome cantons, meanwhile, in 
vbich this art is much lefs pradifed than in 
others; All the planters have neither the fame 
Gi^upations nor the fame ufages. . They lead^ 
indeed, for the moil part, a life fimple and uni- 
form i there are points of contad and habiti 
of refemblance that apply to tKem all ; on the 
etibier hand, they differ according to their ori- , 
^l and though the monotony of their life ex^ 
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tends over the whole furface of the colony, ind 
they, in confequence, exhibit at fir,ft fight to 
the traveller no difcriminate features, there are 
neverthelefs (hades that deferve to be poioted 
out, and which may ferve the better to make 
known the charader of this as yet new nation. 

The planters of the Cape may be divided 
' into three claffes ; thofe who refide in the vi- 
plnity of the Cape, within a diftance of five or 
fix leagues ; thofe who live farther off in the 
interior parts of the colony ; and, laftly, thofe 
jvho, more diftant ftill, are found at the ex* 
tremity of the frontiers among the Hottentots; 

The firft, who are opulent proprietors, atid 
hkve handfome country-houfes, may be likened 
to what was formerly called in France petits 
fetgneurs terriersj and differ extremely from 
the other planters in eafe and luxury, and par-* 
ticularly in their manners, which are haughty 
and difdainful Such is the refult of wealth. 
The fecond, fimple, kind, hofpitable, are cul- 
tivators, who live upon the fruits of their la- 
bour. Here we have an example of the gotod 
effeds of mediocrity. The laft, poor enough, 
yet too indolent to derive fubfiftance from the 
foil, have no other refource than the pro(iuce 
of fome cattle, which they feed as they can. 
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Lik;e;tlxe Be^uia Arabs, they think much of 
the trouble o£* driving them. from canton to 
canton, and from one pafturage to another. 
This wandering life prevents them from build- 
ing any fettled habitations. When their flocks 
oblige them to fojourh for a while in the fame 
place, they conftrudt, in hafte, a rude kind of 
hut, which they Cover with matts, after the 
manner of the Hottentots, whofe cqftoms they 
have adopted, and from whom they in no re- 
fpedt differ, but in their complexion and fea- 
tures. And here thq evil is, that there is iio 
precife lituation in focial life to which thcfe 
miferable beings belong. 

Thefe fluggiOi tribes are held in horror by 
their induftrious neighbours, who dread their 
approach, and remove as far from them as 
they can^ becaufe, having no property of their 
own, the^ fteal without fcruple that of others, 
and, when in want of pafturage for their cattle, 
coadud them lecretly to the firft cultivated 
piece of ground that comes in their way. They 
flatter themfelves they fhall not be difcovered, 
and they remain till every thing is devoured. 
If detected in their thefts, fquabbles and con-> 
tentions enfue, and afterwards a fuit at law, in 
which, recourfe is had to the mjtgiftrate (drof^ 
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Jbfi)^ and which commontytertmtiates in mak« 
ing three men enemies, the roUier, the perioQ 
robbed, and the judge. 

Nothing can be fo mean ind cringing as the 
condudt of the firft defcription of planters^ when 
they have any thing to tranfad with the prin- 
cipal officers of the company, who may have 
feme influence over their lot ; and nothing fo 
abfurdly vain and fo fuperlatively infolent as 
their behaviour to perfons from whom they 
have nothing to hope and nothing to fear. 
Proud of their wealth, fpoiled by refiding near 
a town, from whence they have imbibed only 
a luxury that has corrupted, and vices that have 
degraded them, it is particularly towards ftran- 
gers that they exercife their furly and. piti"- 
ful arrogance. Though neighbours to the 
planters who inhabit the interior of the coiin* 
try, you mud not fuppofe they regard them as 
brethren j on the contrary, in the true fpirit of 
contempt, they have given them the name of 
Rauw*boer, a word anfwering to the loweft 
defcriptioii of clown. Accordingly,' when 
thefe honeft cultivators come to the town upoti 
any Irind of buHnefs, they never flop by tl\t 
/way at the houfes of the gentry I am fpeaking 
of; they know too well the infulting manner 
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in- which they would be received One might 
fuppofe them to be two inimical nations, always 
at war, and of whom ibme ipdividuals only 
met at diftant intervals, upon baiinefs that re- 
lated to their mutual interefts. 

What difgufts me the more in the infolence 
of thefe Africatis is, that the tnajority of them 
are defcended from that corrupt race of men^ 
taken from prifons and hofpitals^ whom the 
Dutch company, defirous of forming a fettle- 
ment at the Cape, fent thither to begin, at their 
rifk and peril, the population of the country. 
This Ihameful emigration, of which the period 
is not fo remote but that many circumftances 
of it are remembered, ought, I conceive, to 
'render particularly modeft thofe who are in 
the moil diftant manner related to it. On the 
contrary, it is this very idea that moft contri- 
butes to their arrogance j as if they flattered 
themfelves that, under the guife of fupercilious' 
manners, they could hide the abjednefs of their 
origin. If a ftranger arrives at the Cape with 
the defign of remaining and fettling there, they 
conceive him to be driven frpm his country 
by the fame wretched circumftanccs which for- 
merly baniflied their fathers, and they treat 
him with the moft fovcreign contempt. 

This 
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This melancholy failing is the more to be 
lamented, as the contagion has fpread through 
almoft every refidence about the Cape, which 
is in reality a very charming canton. Embel- 
lifhed by* cultivation, by its numerous vine- 
yards and pleafant country-houfes, it every 
where exhibits fo varied and delicious a prbr- 
fpcft, that, were it occupied by other inhabit- 
ants, it would excite no fenfations but thofe 
ofpleafure. 

1 myfelf even, whom no interefted motives' 
had brought to the Cape, who had nothing to 
alk of them, and who had come into Africa 
for the fole purpofe of ftudying nature, was 
once fubjeded to the impertinence of their re- 
ceptions, and learned from exj)erience of what 
it confided. The adventure is pleafant : I have 
often laughed at it with Boers, and ftiall di- 
grefs for a moment to relate it. 

One day my friend took me to fee the fa- 
mous vineyard of Conftantia, and introduced 
me to the proprietor. We were received by 
him, not only with the fame attention and re- 
fpedful manner that all the inhabitants of the 
colony fliowed towards its principal magiftrates, 
but he was eager to lead us over the immenfe 
cellars, fo wide that the heavieft waggon might 
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turn round in them, and to (how us the enor- 
mous caflcs^ with hoops of brafs extremely 
bright, and the age of the wine marked upon 
each calk, with legal atteftations. 

The name of this man was Cloete, When 
bufinefs of any kind called him to the town, 
which was frequent, he feldom failed to pay 
his court to the fifcal, and in the courfe of thefe 
vifite he pretended to be extremely defirous of 
feeing me again at his houfe, at Conftantia* 
Finding little attraction in the beauty of a cel^ 
lar, or a caik, I had always excufed myfelf. 
But one day he was fo urgent in his entreaties^ 
and propofed, in fo obliging a manner, a hunt^ 
in which his fons were to accompany me, and 
which promifed confiderable amufement, with-- 
out requiring either pfeparationa or expence^ 
that I fuffered myfelf to be prevailed upon, and 
fixed a day with him. 

I kept my word, and repaired to Conftantia 
at the appointed time, in company with 
Xaccher, oneof Boers's friends. Upon enters 
ing the habitation of our hoft, how great was 
our furprife at the parade of oftentatious gran* ^ 
dcur, and the air of ftately fuperiority, with 
which we were received* and which formed a 

Vol. L . £ lingular 
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fingulai* contraft with the humble and fabmiC* 
five demeanour I had obferved in him at tbc 
^ifcars. Once returned to his domains, and 
finding himfelf more at bis eafe^ this p^tty po- 
tentate foFgot, in a moment, both the town and 
his fuperiors. 

We confidered this reception as an infuk* 
In the firft emotions of difpleafure, I hefitated 
'whether to ftay or go j and confulting'the look^ 
of my companion, whofe eyes in like manner 
feemed to be interrogating mine, I waited oaly 
for his fignal to determine me : but, when re* 
fledion bad calmed a little our refentment, wc 
thought it ranch better to ftay, and amufe our- 
felves even with the haughtinefs of this lordJy 
vinedreflef. 

The fupper was Iplendid, There was am 
abundance and variety of diflies,' elegance:, in 
the decorations, and every thing fuitable. Th« 
objeft of this pageantry and magnificence was 
to dazzle and IdTea us. So little did thepleafure 
•f his inGgnificant guefts enter into the account, 
that' wc were ferved with the common wine of 
the coimtry, while he had the impudence to 
drink hiai£elf, before out eyes, fome choice 

Bordeaux, which hid flavcs poured out for hint* 
•- *. - - Having 
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Having left thie table, and retired to our apart* 
ment, we found this adventure ftill more amuf- 
ing than it was grofs. We refolved, however, 
to be even with our hoft, and to read him, ia 
return, a ufeful leflbn. He had promifed to 
vifit us at the Cape, and we formed the plan, 
in recompehfe for his wine of Bordeaux, to 
prcfent him with fome wine of the W9rft 
fpecies that could be procured ; which, if it 
did not infpirc gaiety, was at lead calculated to 
infpire wifdom into the inflated brain of this 
African Jupiter. 

But how great was our aftonifhment whea 
we awoke in the morning, and were faluted 
with a moft admirable concert playing under 
our windows! Delighted with the enchant- 
ing founds, we endeavoured to guefs' their 
caufe. We- alked each other, how it could 
happen that this fatrap, the night before, fliould 
have ftibwn himfelf fo haughty, and now dif- ^ 
play the moft refined attention ? We concluded, 
that either his rudenefs was the affair of a day, 
of that, being fobered by a night's reft, he haft- 
ened to obliterate from our minds the negli- 
gence with which we had been treated. Our 
conjedures and our praifes were of (hort du-*' 
£ 2 ration. 
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fation*. The concert tras intended for (fee 
amufeinent of our hoft, ^d hot £of^ouj:s j and 
this was not the fifft time that h had fiUuted 
the walls of his palace. This great man waf 
accuftomed to be thus awaked every m^n- 
iag; and he retained, for the express pur-^ 
pofe^ fifteen flaves parttcirlarly ikilfu] in mv^ 
ileal execution. 

. Before we fet out on our return, we found 
our prince laying afide a part of his dignity, 
Parhaps he faw the effefl: that his grand airs had 
produced on me and my companion. He was 
afraid that at the Cape we fhould be diipofed 
lo amufe the town*s people at his expcncc ; and, 
for a parting glafs, he prefented mt with the 
choiceft produce of his ceflar ; the wine fo much 
celebrated in Europe, and which often lettds its 
laame to the moft impudent coufiterlfeits, which 
are offered to us with the higheft oftentation. 

"What I have faid of the difguftmg aad ab- 
furd pride, of the pkntcrs near. the Cape, nauffi 
not be arppfied to them all indifcrimiuately. 
There are fonte,. who, by no means, defefve 
the rfeproach > and in this number I particu-, 
larly include Becker, whofe houfe is the abod« 
bof eafe and cordiality. No hone(l ikanger 
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CTcr enters h without e3[!periehcing ihoTc plead- 
ing attentions, the refult at once of politenefs 
and generofity, Bfeckcr, However, was ftc/i 
born at the Cjpe, but is, I bdieve, a-German.* 
As we advance into the country,' the plantert 
"are a fort of farmers ; and conftitute, by their 
manners, cuftoms and occupationsi a clafe by 
themfelves, pcrfedly diftinft from that % 
have been defcribing. Situated farther frorti 
the Cape j and, of confequence, not having 
the fame opportunities for difpofii^g of their 
commodities, they are lefs rich than the firft, 
*We fee among them none of thofe agreeabte 
rcountry-hoiifes, which, placed at different dis- 
tances from the town, embellifh the country as 
•we pafs, and afford fuch charming profpeds. 
Their habitation, which is shovit the iize of ^ 
large coach-hpufe, is covered with frhatch, and 
divided into three rooms by means of t>vo patv 
titions, which reachr only to a certain height. 
The middle apartment, in which is the en- 
trance to tlie houfe, feryes at.oncp both as a 
« parlour and eating-room. It is there that the 
family refide during the d^y, and ^:hat they re- 
ceive their tea and other vifitors. Of the twq 
p^er rooms, one forms a chamber for the male 
E 3 chil4ren^ 
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children, and the other for the females, 
with the father and mother. At the back 
of the middle apartmept is a farther room, ferv- 
ing for a kitchen. The reft of the building 
coniifts of barns and ftables. 

Such is the diftribution which is generally 
followed in the interior plantations of the co- 
lony :. but nearer to the frontiers, where there 
does hot prevail the fame eafe of circumftances, 
the habitations are much lefs commodious.. 
They are merely a barn, confiding of a (ingle 
room, without any divifion, in vrhich the whole 
family live together, withpiit feparating, either 
day or nigtit.. They fleep upon fheep-fkin^ 
which f^ifvc them alfo for covering. 

The drefs of theff ,plant?r^ is Cini,ple an4 
ruftic That of the mep confifta. of ^ check 
ihirt, a waiftcoat with fleeves, a large pair of 
trowfers, and a hat half unlooped. The wor 
men have a petticoat, a jacket fitted ta thebf 
fliape, and a little i:o\ind bonnet of muflin* 
XJnlefs upon extraordinary bccalions, neither 
fcx wears ftockiogs. During a part of thp 
year, the women even walk with their feet 
quite naked. The occupations of the men re- 
quire that theirs iho.uld have fpme covering.; 
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smd this covering they make from a piece of 
the hide of an ox, applied and (haped to the. 
foot foou after the animal is killed, and while 
the hide is yet frefli. Thefe fandals are the 
only article of their drefs which they make 
.tbemfelves ; the reft is the bufmefs of the wo- 
mi^n, who cut out aftd prepare their whole 
wardrobe. Though the equipment I have 
mentioned conftitute the every- day drefs of 
the planter, he has, however, a coat of hand* 
fpme blue cloth, which he wears upon days of 
gala and' ceremony* He has then ajfo dock- 
ings and fhoes, and is drelTed exadtly like an 
European. But this finery never makes its 
appearance but when he goes to the Gape ; 
and then, inaeed, is not put on till he arrives 
at the entrance of the tpwn. 

It is commonly in thefe journeys that they 
purchafe fuch things as they may want to refit 
their wardrobe. There is, at the Ciipe, as w;ell 
as in Paris and London, a fpecies of old-clothes-. 
men, who deal in commodities of this fort; 
and who, from their enormous profits, and the 
extortion they praftife, have obtained the name 
of Cap/c.-Smoufe^ or Cape Jews. Thefe traf- 
fickers contrive, at all times, to fell their goods 
E 4 at 
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at a dcir rate ; but. they vary the pripe in pro- 
portion as their ftock is gi^at or fmall; of 
courjfe they bear no fixed price, and the planter 
who comes from the defert, and who can uo^ 
derftand but little of this fludlua,tion, is fure to 
be duped* 

On the Other hand, the regular {hopkeepcr,^ 
who knows the probity of thefe farmers, and , 
tow pundlual they are in the payment of their 
debts, exerts every efibrt to prevail on them to 
open an account with him. He tempts them 
by the pretended cheap price and excellent 
quality of his flufis, and oSers to remit the 
payment till their next Journey in the follow* 
ing year* It is feldom that thefe people, fim« 
pie and unexperienced as they are, perceive the 
craft that is prefcnted to them under this guife 
cf kindnefs and civility. If they fuffer thepi- 
felves to be prevailed upon, they are fhackled 
for life* Upon .their return, there are new 
purchafcs to be made upon the fame con- 
ditions J and thus, year after year, always in 
debt, always buying without prompt payment, 
they become the prey of an extortioner, who 
raifes to himfelf a fortunfe out of their weak- 
nefe. 

It 
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It 18 true, didrel>u7erS| after being tfaiis duped 
aiC the Cape^ commonly return home only to 
make dupes of others, Tfae.eunoing that hat 
been employed to deceive them, they employ iii 
their turn to tempt the Hottentots who are in 
their fervice. The remnants of fluff, or the 
frippery garments which they bring back, aM 
fold to thefe unfortunate fervants with fo great 
a profit, that commonly the w^es of a y*ar 
are inadequate to the payment, and. they find 
themfelveg, like their maflers, in debt for the 
year that is to come. In the end, therefore, it is 
the poor Hottentot that pays for the extortion 
at the Cape. The circumftances I have here 
mentioned, are an epitome of the pradices of 
the workl inaii conditions of life. The fubtle 
knave always knows how to impofe a tax 
upon the fdo^ who, having paid it, attempts 
to impofe it upon fome other fool j fo that at 
laft it is the greateft dok that bears the burthen. 
Aflfd thus do men chain ihemfelves together 
by means that ought in reality to difuaite 
them. 

One might fuppofe that the planters, of the 
dais of which I am fpealdng, from their prac"* 
ike of agriculture, woukl beftow fome atten^ 
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tion upon the cultivation of vegetables' ahd 
iruit. This would be fo much the eaficr to 
them, as, having acquired gratuitoufly a <:on- 
fidcrable portion of ground, they can be in no 
vant of a fpot for a garden. Meanwhile I have 
feen no roots or other vegetables regularly cul- 
tivated in any of the interior parts of Africa, 
except in the country of the Auteniquas. Every 
where elfe gardening is unknown ; and if you 
find a fruit-tree near any of their habitations, 
it is planted there only as £bme great and un« 
common curiofiity, 

Cuftom has rendered the planters infenfiWe 
to the want of fruit and pulfe. The facility 
•with which they rear their cattle makes up for 
this privation, as their flocks aflford them plenty 
of provifion^ The chief food is mutton j and 
their tables are loaded with fuch prpfufion 9A to 
difguft one at the fight* 

From this mode of living, cattle are in the co^ 
ionies, ^s in other places, not only a ufeful oh- 
jed, but an article of the firft neceflity. The 
planter undertakes.himfelf the care of watching 
over his flocks. Every evening, when they 
return from field, he flands at his door, with 
a ilick in hia bwd, and counts iheiii ovee 
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pnc by one, in order to be fure tliat none of 
them are miffing. 

People who have no other employment thaa 
a little agricuUurei and the fuperintendence of 
ai flock, muft have long intervals of idlenefs. 
It is thus with the planters^ particularly, thofi 
who live in the interior partsTof the country, 
and who being unable, on account of their di& 
tance from the Cape, to difpofe of their com^ 
never raife more than is fufficient for their 
olvn confumption. From the profound in^ 
adion in which they live, one would fuppole 
their fupreme felicity to confift in doing no- 
thing. They fometimes, however, vifit each 
other; and upon thefe occafions the day is fpent 
in fmoking, and drinking tea, and in telling, or 
Ifftening to, tales of romance, that are equal 
peither in merit nor porality to the ftory of 
glupi-beard. 

As every man always carries with him 
wherever he goes, both a pipe, and a tobacco* 
pouch made of the Ikin of the fea-calf, he is 
fure in thefe vifits to have one fource of amufe^ 
ment. When any one of the company is 
defirous of fighting his pipe, he takes out his 
ppuch, and, having filledi pafTes it to the reft 
« This 
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This it a dvifity that it never obutted. How* 
ever numerous may be the party, everjr body 
dGmbkcs : the consequence of which is a cloud, 
that, rifin^ at firft to the tipper patt of the 
jrcom^increa&S|by ^degrees, till It fills the whole 
lioiife) and becomes at la0: To thick, that it k 
impofiible for the ftpokers to fee one another. 
Sparmann has given of thefe foioking parties 
an account equally hirniourous and true. For 
jDj&My wkoih the fmeil of tobacco particularty 
iocoramodes, I confefs that when thefe infec^ 
tioti^ fogs began to defcend to a level with my 
iiead, I left the room and ran into the fields 
to breathe a purer air, and to cleanle my 
lungs. 

- There » another cuftom which, from an k!^ 
^rtncxble repugnance, I could never^ prevail on 
joyfelf to adopt : I mean the evening bath; a 
cuftom fo efteemed by the Greeks, and which 
lecills to the memory periods fo delightful, and 
manners fo happy. But how extreme is tht 
(Bfierence between the tJIyffes and Nauficas of 
the Greeks, and thofeof the Capet I.have already 
obferred, that neither the men northe womeit 
wear ftockings^ and that the latter alfo, for a 
DOnTukrahlepartoftbe year^^o without Qioe«» 

As 



Digitized by 



Google 



A F 8.1 G A. 61 

A& a pra^iqs^ of thb kind Qluft contkuallj 
foil the feeti^ they remedy the iacoiivenience by 
a daily htbit of cleanlincfe* Evary eveniag-^ 
l>ef9re they go to bed, the Hottentot or negror 
5^6maQ who performs the drudgery o£ the 
faoufe, britigs^ a tub of water into the niddie 
of the foom^ and wafhes the fe?t, firft o£ the 
father and mother, then of the children aadthe 
reft of the family, and, laftly, of the (trai^efs^ 
As the tub ferve^ in turn for the whole cosi^ 
pany, without the water being once changed^ 
it m^ay eafily be imagined that I, who was to 
come iaft, difcovered qe great eagernefs to leap 
in. To ekcufe myfetf, I pretended that it was 
cuftomary with me never to take off my boot% 
till l^w^s upon the point of getting into bed ; 
tnd the ejccufe was admitted. » 

Thefe civilities however, did^^fed by the 
pureft intentions, and which originate in the 
i&iages of the remoteft antiquity, have in themi 
^ romantic and faired charaifier that ^t firft 
fight ftrikes the imagination. How ungrateful 
fliould I have been if I had feen only the di£» 
agreeable fide of the queftion, and had felt my 
heart uninterefted — I, who place in the rank 
of firft nece0arics that virtuei fa little knpwQ 
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t)ur days, of hoJipUality and all the duties 
^hich it enjoins, ? I have been too frequently 
the objedl of this brotherly love, which ofiers 
138 a family and friends when at a diftance from 
tmt own. I have always met with this tender- 
iiefs and ;iffe^ion. Every one has been offi- 
tious to ferve me j father, mother, children, 
all have ftrove who fliould beftow on me the 
greateft attention; not by thofe gentilities^ 
thofe expreffions, half-formed, but full of hy- 
jJocrify and falfhood, which are the portidn of 
your well-bred people ; but by that franknefs 
and fmiling good nature which place a man at 
his eafe, and banifh from his mind every idea 
of embarraflment and conftraint. 

Thofe who underftood that I had made a 
diftant excurfion into the country, and had 
paffed near their habitation, reproached me 
with unkindnefs for not having turned a little 
out of my w^ay to vlfit them. They fpoke of 
the pleafure it would have afforded them ; and 
afked, in a tone of concern that was affedling, 
how I could prefer fleeping in the op6n air to a 
comfortable lodging in their houfe, where they 
would have conlidered it as a duty to render 
my abode as pleafant as was in Jtheir power. 

But 
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But at that time the objeft for which I travelled 
among them depended^ I conceived^ for its 
fuccefs, upon my keeping at a diftance^ 

What proves ftill farther the extreme godd^ 
nature and benevolence of thefe people, is, that 
a ftranget, the moment he is received by the 
mafter of the houfe, becomes in a manner a 
member of the family. Accuftomed to a family 
life, they delight in ties of affinity, and con- 
fider in the light of a relative every perfon they 
love. The children who climbed my knees^ 
cither for the purpofe of careffing me, or to ad- 
mire ind count my buttons, called me their 
grand-father. I was the coufin of the p^ents, 
and the uncle of the daughters ; and among my 
nieces, I frankly confefs, there was more than 
one whofe , artlefs importunities and eloquent 
eyes have frequently made me forgetful of 
the hour I had fixed for leaving them. 

Upon entering a houfe, the form of faluta- 
tion is, to fliake hands firft with the mafter, 
and tlien with every male perfon in the com- 
pany, arrived at years of maturity. If there 
happens to be any one whom we do not like, 
the hand is refufed to him ; and this refufal, 
©f fo common a teftimony of friendfhip, is 

looked 
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looked upon as a formal declaration that the 
rifitor cpnfidets him as his enemy. It is not 
the fame with the females in the companr* 
. They are all embraced one after another, and 
to make an exception would be a (ignal affiront* 
Old or young, all muft be kifled. It is a be^ 
uefice with the duties atta;ched to it. 
*^ At whatever time of the day you enter the 
houfe of a. planter, you are fure to find the 
kettle ,and tea-things upon the table. This 
practice is univerfal. The inhabitants never 
drink pure water. If a ftranger^refents him-* 
'felf, it is tea they ofifer him for refrefhment. 
This is their common liquor in the interval of 
meals, and in one feafon of the year, when it 
6ften happens that they Have neither beer nor 
wine^ is their only beverage. 

If a ftranger arrives at dinner time, before 
the cloth is taken away, he (hakes hands, em- 
braces, and immediately feats himfelf at the 
table. If he wiflies to pafs the night, he ftay* 
without ceremony, fmokes, drinks tea, aflcJ the 
news, gives them all he knows in his turn ; jand 
the next day, the kifling and fhakihg handft^ 
being repeated, he goes on his way, to per- 
form elfewhere .the famre ceremony. To 
\. . . ofibr 
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it>l^^tt4i^ oa.itH^. occ«fioji8 w«uld be re« 

,:.Mt/wiU..jQatiiraily he fuppofed: that educa^* 
tianjin fuch a country, mufl; be totally dif* 
ferttrt:;firoim:.that jof Europe. . The childreo 
ha^e not thcte, as with us, infignificdat drupig^ 
(ruui^ia^' aud <^ther pretty but ufelcifs toys^ 
j^hich we give thfem to drive ayf ay their petu* 
Imot^ fad render them Jefs troublefome. With 
^^.Mricac^, the only amufenient the childrea 
JkaoW, fefvis nt^the fsime time as the com- 
/B^BCemeat of their educatioa. 

It i$ cuftaoi^ry^ whtfn the cart or waggon 
betetlgihg to a planter is not employed, to 
jkave it in tjie opetx air by the fide of the houfe. 
As.foon a| the child^e^ can climb to the board 
that fenres for a feat, they place themfel ves upon 
it } and, . with a whip in their hfinds, exercifc 
themfelv^s in comm^ding the oxen, which 
«fc fupppfed to be . prefent, calling them by 
their nanles, ftrikjingthe place of any one that 
is thottghl not to o>ey with fuiEcicnt readinefs; 
in a word, in direfting the courfe of the wag- 
^n, in making it turn, go on, or recede, pre^ 
cifciy as they wifli. After having fucceffively 
]bandled, in thk manner, whip& fuited to their 
. Vol. !• F age, 
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age, tliey atji'ive a^kft to^h6 manage^^At^d? X 
bamboo, nicely tapered, fifteen or- fi^^teeA 
feet in lengtli, with a thong at the :eiid'bfirttiU 
longer; and t?vith this idftrumetit they^rcail 
firike, at the diftsmce of .more: than twchtjr^-fivfe 
feet, a pebble that is pointed out tothftm, or a 
pieefc of money throv^n upon the gcounid; ' I 
have already mentioned a pleafant attWiie&iertt 
t)f this kind, which one^f tlieSlaberi pi^ocdred 
fee, who fihgled out \Vith aftonifliing ^Mrel^ 
Stmong a multitude of birds, ^ fuch indivMnali 
as I was defirous of having. SwafUpoel alfbl 
the companiori of my journey, would felifom 
'tyiifs a partridge flying ; and, noti^irithftaftrfn^ 
•his age, applied his whip with fo much fowi^ 
that, in one of our cxcurfions, I faw him 
-ftrike perfedHy dead, a duck, of a rauchkrgel: 
Tpecies thari the common one of Eutope. ' 

When a young planter cati drive $ wagg^ii?, 
and exerciffe a whip, his education is nearly 
completed; for they neter think of teachifi|; 
him either to write or read. At the age^F 
'fourteen he ii c^nfidered as arriving at- man-* 
'hood, and ranks in fbcieity actordinglyi OHf 
Ihakes hands with the men^ embraces the Wd- 
incn, ani finokes* A fufee alfo is given him, 
o , - . - -^with 
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Vlth lib^ntj to hupt as nvuch as he pleafes. 
Entering at. this period into the enjoyment ot 
&11 the rights of man, he regards himfelif as 
(uch, and haftens to choofe among the girls of 
the neighbourhood a miftrefs, whom he finalljr 
jn|^i:ries j^ for it is feldom that a youth is fouiid 
to pay his addreffes to feveral women^ 

The planters being all hunters, from having 
their flocks and fields to defend from the ra- 
vages of wild beafts, are provided with a certaia 
number of fufees, according as the family Is 
iarge or fmall j and refpeding thefe guns^they 
employ a precaution that is fingular. Expei- 
rience has taught them that the brightnefs of 
the, barrel frequently alarms, by its refledioh, 
the animal of which they are in purfuir, and 
waifns him to fly. Tb remedy this inconveni-* 
6nce, the barrels in Europe are browned; but 
the planters, who are not fkllled in this art, rub 
them. over with the blood of {beep ; an opeta- 
tipn which, though lefs neat, indeed, and plea- 
fant, produces the fame effed, fince the inflni- 
ji>ent becomes thereby equally tarnilhed. 

Upoti the queftion of the excellence of fire 

arm^, their prejudices and principles are very 

diderent from ours. In their eflimation a gun 

3F 2 IS 
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is never Had, if tW ftock.and fuTOttiiirebe goocl 
This Is the only circumftance to which the^ 
aftehd, when they make a purchafe. As t6 
the batxtel, they care but little whether it fhoots 
^ell or ill, becaufc they boaft of having a mer 
thodthat will corred the faults of the very 
woxft.. 

" To cbrreft, in their fenfe of the word, is not 
to make a barrel good that was not fo before ; 
it is merely to make it (hootilraight, wbich with 
th?m is the fame thing, There^is, indeed, no 
^eat ingenuity in their method j but it is at 
leaft fimple, and its fuccefs, which is the refuft 
of experience, always certain. 

It confifts, Sis they exprcfs it, dc roer op de 
fcbooty in bringing the gun to the mark : in 
other words, by dint of firing at a mark they 
afcertain its defe£l» If it fhoot too high '6r too 
low, to the right or to the left, they place npon 
the breech a fecond moveable fight, which they 
raife or fink, incline this way or that, zA the 
de£e£t may require, till they fucceed in ftriking 
the mark. Arrived at this point, they fix the 
fight, and the gun becomes inftantly a good 
one* This operation,^it mull be acknowledged, 
requires extreme patience^ and can only be per* 

formed 
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£of;m^6, by perfpns^ who. have a great d^al of 
leifurc at their command j but theoretical cal- 
culation^ 2^nd the principles of optics are above 
their capacity. If it afterwards happen, in the 
courfe of their fports, that they m)ls their obj- 
jeft,, the gun, they fay, does not yet anfwer to 
thie level, and the fame oper^tioa^ is perforijie^ 
again. 

In the courfe of this expedition I traverfe4 
Stellenboch, the whole of Hottentot Holland, 
praaken-Steyn, Bock?- Veld^ Rooye-Zaynd, the 
canton of the Twenty-four Rivers, an^ Swart- 
lapd. Thefe different countrie« affprded me 
little that was iijiterpfting, except the profp^ds, 
and thefe even were all inferior in beauty to 
others which I had ieen, and particularly to 
^hat of the Twenty-four Rivera, ^s to th^ 
i^ia^ners of thp inhabitants, I have already faid 
that the fhades which diftinguifli one cantor^ 
from another are very few and fcarcely dif* 
c^riuble ; we find «very where the fame fimpic 
courfe of life, the iame love of eafe, of Indor: 
lence ^n^ iqawty, 

On my yeturn to the Cape, I found that 
Boers had experienced arelapfe of bis diforder, 
^nd b^d been obliged to refort again to the baths* 
^F3 - ." ' He . 
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He had written to Europe to afk leave of ftie 
pompany to refign liiis office. Having received 
and fiLed it wi^h honour, he wilhed alfo vt\ 
quitting it to be without reproach ; and he had 
laboured, therefore, day and night to put eVery 
'.thing. in order previous to his departure, which . 
tie intended Ihould take place the* moment the 
veflej arrived with the intelligence that hisrc- 
fijgnation was accepted. This fedulotis appli- 
cation, at' an unfavourable period, before his 
ftrength was thoroughly re-eftabliftied, h*i oc- 
cafioned tjie relapfe. I hoped that the repofc 
jinH tranquillity likely to refult from a total rcr 
'piiffion of .the fundJions of office, and the 
anxieties attached to it, would , be produftive 
of the effedts he expedted, and one day regain 
him the health he had loft. But the veffd from 
Europe was qot arrived, and iPomething, I cdh- 
Ceived, bught in the mean time to be done. Ad 
he had often exprefled 2^ defire to vifit the in- 
terior parts of the colony, and a$ I had myfelf 
farther obfervations to make in the charming 
country of the Auteniquas, I refolved, if pof- 
fibje, to reviye this defire, and lead him of his 
own accord to propofe the expedition. 

Accordingly, fitting one evening with other 

|)erfQr^8 
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pen^ffs l^re the ebtfince of the houfe; under 
rthe (hade ofj^ trees that furrounded it, I eh*- 
toed, into a defcription of this country, the 
mbft plea&nt in the colony, I relited every 
thing that had attached me to it when I for- 
Ibi^rly tocamped there ; how pure was the aif| 
»d .how enchanting the profpeils. I infurcd 
him a fpeedy convalcfcence, a recovery in a 
few days, both from his bodily complaints, and 
that' lineafinefs of mind to which he wis cbn-^ 
tint^a^y a prey, Thefe sigrceable reveries^ 
tn^iich rolifed him a little, infenfibly led us far- 
ther. We advanced even to CafFraria. I vi- 
^ed the worthy Haabas ; I faw once more my 
dttar N^rina and her ioterefting horde j xtk 
ftiort, I travelled over again, in imagination^ 
t^ courfe which I had before ttaVelled with 
toy people. \Ve*promifed ourfelves the pufer 
etijoyments, as we ihould have none of thoft 
obftacles to ftruggle with, which, from inex- 
perietKe, arid a too numerous equipage, had 
every inftant fprung up at my feet. The 
liope of vifiting CaffratiaWas particularly faC- 
dnating to me in thefe id^l excu^fioris ; and, 
at this conjundure, humanity, I thought, im- 
jpoibd it ^fiT a law uport me* There prevailed 
- V F4 at 
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at the Cape, w opiaiflii ^t thn Gaffisi wcdti« 
^cke4 aQ4 ferocious peaphymsxmfpqnwceoi 
which tb?fe unfortiioate bciogs were oxpofcii 
to perfecutioi^ that could not fsrt ta. if ritat^. 
their minds, and readier th§m ftiU TOOpe ^?r: 
midable. My frit^nd hinafelf h^d befft »iW^ 
er lefs lnfe£ked with this aloftoift qiHveffel Plfft: 
ipdice. I conceived that, by gradugljy uitfOr 
. Cueing milder inftitutions a^mPQf thrfe p€»]^ej^ 
an important md ioter^fting revoktioa m^^ 
\^ i^fife^d } 'which could not fail to tekfj^ii^^ 
tl^e moment their twnquillity find Mfty, rfhi^h 
ignoraueet and the terror alone of tM^ i^»w 
hf4 for (o many years difturbed, (h(H^, hgR 
^quitabie h^Sj b^ fecured to thf ni, Tht ffkm 
-' Jicfl calculated to work this defiraWe change 41 
the fituatibu of the CafFres, and th^ir perfecul^ 
iijg neighbours, was the fifcai ; fince upon hit 
feport to the company of the ftate of thp fetd^ 
. ^aeat, on his rpt^Fn tp HpHandt would depftqd 
|he regwlation§ that it flight be thopgjit pf^ 
f)erto introduce for the melioration of |the go^i 
vernment, and thp welfare of-the inhabit^aits^ 
It wa§ qepeffary^ therefore, that he (hpuld \\m^ 
p^rfonal experience of the trnth qf wh»t I ha4 
twenty timps |p|d him^ ^M «yilsih^ ?«6tltfi4 

fyon^ 
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Hfom tht impolUk: ^toiiiiftr^Bicm oi the ftw^ 
tier parts of the i^olon)?, aod tlid neosiTity of 
app€;anng thofe hordes, contimuUy htralTed 
liy th^ mbft flagrant iojuftice, th« moft horFibI<; 
Ifihumapity, Wbkh left behind it fo keen a i^ 
fimtmeat^ amdof the benefits that wa\ild How 
lirom fifieculihip jind a gbod underftaodit^* 

I prevailed upon Boers to confeat at ledl tit 
make tf4al of this excut^on j and I Uttle 
doubted that^ if I cpuld once luw him into the 
CHkuntry, he would fbfibr me to g\iide him (lef^ 
h}r fisep wherever I pl^qjed^ without ib^ mudh 
fs noticing the (iiiknc?. His health, hewet^ 
requiring particular precautions^ it waa iw» 
fcdved, while the preparattoos for this joumqr 
were ma)^)ng, that we |hould fpend a week at 
ffty good friend Siaber\ who wa< as dear t* 
Boff^ as he was to myfelf. Whether we de^i 
par^frpm Swart^Land, oT returned to the 
Cape, was of little iippojrtanfre ; our rP^^ c^uld 
liot fml tp be kj[^)iwn, as it would he that whicli 
I had aire^y travelledy and from whi^^h I had 
letumed iix months before ; and lettet^ from 
p^irqpe, ther€^e, mig^t eafily be dlf^atqhed 
to us, in the &me mapner a^ B^ert had dii^ 
ipatc^ed miuf fso me wl^le I {pjo^roed in tlm 

^oiintry 
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QOOAtxy of the Autemqute* Jtf was iiccof^b^ 
a^fetded bufiniifsy^Ad my frie&d concelyed htmf* 
iblf to be already in my tent* 

.The converfation that toot place upon tlii$ 
ocaSion^ and which powcrfoJly intercftcd the 
IKHUpany, reminds me of a curidus event that 
happened at the fame time, and Ivhich I cannot 
faft^over in filencCk 

Ouf eyes wem naturally attraided by the oht 
jeds before us. Mine indeed, :by an myoluor* 
-tary impulfe, are fure to be dire&ed ^ wfaat> 
i^er* trees are ia fight We perceived the; 
Jbcanches ofonenear usto move. Itnmediately 
m€ heard the piercing cries of a fhrike, and law 
it tremble as if in convulfions. We firft con^ 
:ceivedthat it was held in the gripe of fome 
birdr.of prey : but a clofer atteatton kd us te 
difcover^ upon the next branch of the tree^ a 
laige ferpent that, with ftretched-out neck, an^ 
fiery eyes, though perfedly ftill, was gazing at 
the poor animal* The agony of the bird was 
terrible; but fear had deprived it of flrength^ 
and» as if tied by the leg, it feemed to have 
)oft l^e power of .flight. . One of the conipsiny 
ran^ for a fufee; but before he returned the 
^rik« W4S:^4i^aodiW^ (hot only the i«rpen% 

... I re? 
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1 rcquefted that the diftance between the 
place where the bifd had ekpcrienced the coxi- 
-vulfions, and that occupied by the ferpent be- 
fore it was ihot, might be meafun^d. Ujpon 
doing fp, we found it to be three feet and tt 
half, and we were all convinced that the Ihtih^ 
had died neither from tfier bite nor the poifbn 
of its enemy. I ftripped it alfo before the whole 
compatty, and made them obfcrve that it was 
untouched, and had not received the (lighteft 
wound. 

I had my reafons for what I did, Extraor^ 
denary as the h€t may appear, and though the 
perfons who had been the witnefles could 
hardly believe, even after having feen it ; it 
was to me not new. A fimilar adventure had 
happened to me in the (ranton of the Twenty- 
four Rivers^ and 1 inftantly related it to coa- 
firm what we had juft feen. 

Hunting one day in a piarfhy piece of ground^ 
i heard all at once, in a tuft of rfeds, a piercing 
and very, lamentable cry. Anxious to know 
what it was, I ftole foftly to the place, where I 
j>erGeived a fmall moufe, like the {hnkt on the 
tree, in agonizing convulfions, and two yards 
pmher a ferpent, whofe eyes were Intently 
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fefc4 upon.'it The momfnt tha reptile faw 
jpc it glided away; but the bufmefs vra$ done. 
.Upon taking up the moufe it expired in nay 
han^) without ita being poiEble for me to. dif- 
cover, by the moft attentive, examination^ what 
}^d occafioned its death. 

The Hottentots, whom I coiifulted upo« 
this incident, expreffed no fprt of aftoivft|. 
m^nfc. Nothing, they faid, was more com- 
xapn ; the ferpent had the faculty of attrading 
and fafcinating fuch animals as it wifhed to 
4evpur, I had then no faith in fuch power; 
but fome time after, fpeaking of the circum- 
ftance in ^ company of mpre than twenty j^ex* 
fons, in the number of whom was colonel 
Gordon; a captain of his regiment confirpied 
the acvcount of the Hottentots, and aflured me 
It was an event which happened very fre- 
quently. ** My teftimony/' added he, " ought 
** to have the more weight, as I had once 
♦* nearly become myfelfa vi<9imto thisfafc^- 
^* natiofl. While in garrifon at Ceylpn, and 
*^ atnuling myfelf, like you, in hunting in a 
^^ iparfh, I was in the courfe of my fport fud- 
♦♦ denly feized with a coavulfive and involun- 
H tary tr^mbling^ di^ercQt frqm any thing I 
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^ had ^eVcir cxipcii^nc^, ahx! nt fliie ikiiV Htttf 
^ was ftroitgly atftralai^i, '{irid th Ifpitt of^ffi^^ 
^ felf, to apaVtlcdlar fpdt (^ tlie tearfli; Di^' 
** Kaitig my eyes to this fpot, \ bcfecld, Wlftt 
^ feelings of horror, a ferpeht of kh toifntiodU^ 
^ lize, ^hofe loot inftantly pteixtd me. Hav^* 
^' in;g, ht)Wever, not yet loft all powtr of iaoi- 
^* tibn, I embraced the oppbrtunity before it 
^* was tooiate, and faluted the ireptHe with the 
^^ contents of my fufee. Tlie report was it 
** tklifman that broke the charm. All -at oixce^ 
^ is if by a miracle, my convulfion ceifed 1; I 
** felt ihyfdf able to By ; and-the'onl;^incon^ 
** Venie'nce of this extradrdinary adventure was 
^ a cold fweat, which was doubtlefs ^e ^dffcA 
" of my fear and of the violent agfitatloA ttiy 
** fenfe^ had undergone." 

Such was the account given me by tMsof 
iicer. Ido not pretend to vouchfor its truth ; Init 
the ftory of the moufe, as well as of the fhrike, I 
aver to be fad. I will add alfo, that,irace itny 
return to France, having^ had oecafion to talk 
with Blanchot upon -thfe fubjiid:, an officer 
whofucceeded Bouffiersiii;the govei^nment 'of 
Senegal, he aflured me with confidence, thsft 
both at Gx)ree and in Senegal the bpihibh Was 

7 ' Hoi- 
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tuuTcrfalj; that^aicendiag the river of - thai 
t)afiie|. ^asi far .^ea as Galam, tbree. hundred 
]^gues^ from Uh mouthy it equi^Ij prevailed 
§niopg,th,c Moors, at tHe right, an4 the Nen 
groef^at.the left j that among thefe people nor. 
tpdy*^ doubted this power, in certain ipecies of 
ferpents,. of fafcinatin^ bgth animals ai^d men.) 
andthfit thetraditioa wi^ faundad.iiponl-png 
ex;perience, and tl>e many misfortuaejs they are 
eontinuajly wjtnefiing^,. , .. 

Here, again let it be remembered^ that I ata 
only the hiftorian, and. that J tfke upon me 
©either to validate nor cxpUin thefe reports^ 
With refped . to the two inftances I have adU 
duced, and of which I am at once the recordes 
and the evidence, they wilj probably be re« 
garded by many of my readers, as the pure ef-t 
fcdk .of that extreme and involuntary terror 
which. every animal experiences by inft|n(3:^.a$ 
fight of an enemy that has power over its.life^| 
and they will allege, perhaps, in fupport of 
this fuppofition, the example of the fett^, 
who retains in their plfice a partridge or j. 
Lare, by the mere circumi&ance of his prefe^^ 
And look.. . -i 

To this I reply, that if a partridge Qr a bar* 

remain 
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fmaia i|iikt before ^the sdo]g^ it is: sot Xa niich 

frotii a fu<i<9eb imputfei of fk^Mf ta Droin de^i 

fibenste cniwing: ^Mle:dbfeupoQihe groim 

liicf imagine cfa^ififtlT«s to be conceded /fi^oiii 

the enemy* What confirms this coiye&ltiil 

is^. fcbat i£ ttx^'ddg approaches near enong^h tqr 

£btze npqri Uis prpy, the* 4»rd initantly tat^iA 

yaLVSi%^ and ihevhare feamperaoawayo It wil| 

certainly not be denied me^ lihat itisfear whidi 

makes them. fly. i Sudiiis \the poiieerful eflfeft 

jtf ' itiiiihdt in every animal at the appe^ifanco 

ef danger. But why: do snot %he hare an4 

partridge at fight' o£ the dog remain fix^d a^d 

motibniefa with terror, like the (hrike and the 

laioufeiii prefenceoftheferpent? WhyfhOuId 

fear give to the former new flrehgtb, while the 

others die on the-^ot, under all the! increafing 

Symptoms of agony^ and with6ut,the power of 

id^ping, as if retained by fome invimdble 

force?: The tat does not remMn ftationary 

tt^Km the approach of the cat, but haftens away 

tiUe moment he perceives her. May not then 

the look/and prefeace of a ferpent, and the na^ 

lure of the corpufdes that *emanate from its 

body, produce a very different effed from ib« 

emasnation. and look of the cat f 

: ^' . : * How 
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fldbufc i Ltt us ftudf her mat^ ckaftl^r^ and wd 

hMhcvtgtdvrhkh we am yet i^cmht. Befofb 
die idfifeoateiy 6f ekSricity^ liald.^n ^dicor vda^ 
8ir«d90 ]d?(fm thaut there ^exiiied filh, mrhich^ 
Aidygh fmal) la dsemiillyds^ ipould gite to a 
iuffxbar of .petfont at bncc ib violent afliock^ 
lii^ie^tnake thtMlM confiikrabld paihm*^ 
this artkukid^s df tht bbdy» ithe. affleitsDn 
%miitd have baem regarded- as /the 'mofli ah^nd 
iabie. Thisfuppofed ikble^ hot^ever> ia be«* 
tG^e a& indi^ixtable troth. Withoiiti: fpealdng 
t)f the torpedo, with ikhidi every body is ao* 
«[t]ainied) I fhatl content myfeif with d&n^ m 
pMt^of tbid fad, the Beefaal^ or eledrical 
tel of Surii»dii« i had £br tnany years aiLQp» 
p6i*amity of obferviag this fpecies of .fiih j as 
ftiy fathef, for the purpofc ofexpmmenti kept 
dne continually in his houie. Upon touching 
a fringed fort of membrane, fituated under i\» 
bcfty, and extending the whole length g£ th« 
body, I have always obferved ^ very vioknt 
fiK)ek immediately fellow. My father was 
€efipo»8 df ^fcertaining, if the fhock wduki 
be diminiOied t>y being eoofitnumcated to a 
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finmber of individuals at once ; and, for this 
purpofe, hecolledled together about ten perfons, 
who formed a chain by the jundion of hands. 
No fooner had they touched the membrane of 
.the eel, than they felt themfelves equally ftruck. 
at the fame moment. Nor was this all. To 
convince the fpeQators that the imagination 
iad nothing to do in producing this eftcd, he 
had placed a dog as a link between two of the 
perfons compofing the chain, who held him, 
jone by the right, and the other by the left foot. 
At the inftant 'of contad: the animal gave a 

Joud cry; and his pain, which was thecaufe 
of this cry, proved beyond difpute that that of 
the reft of the party was not lefs real. 

Reafoning phyfically upon this fubjedt, I 
^acknowledge that a confiderable .difference 
ought to be made between an tffcQ, vifibly 
produced by thp immediate adkion of a body, 

. And anoth^er je/Fedt opjerated without any appa- 
rent contad, any vifible medium^ like that of . 
the feqpent upon the animals in queftion. But 
ivho will affirm that, in pr^fence of its prey, the 
ferpent does not sl^ phyfically upon it ? Per- 

'hapsthis death-deajrin^ quality belongs only to 

/(bnie particular forts of ferpent. Perhaps it is 

Vof,. If G not 
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npt enjoyed Sy them, un^cfs at particuTar fei* 
fons,' and in certain countries. The anciente 

, have defcribed the bafiliflc as killing with its 
look. This is certainly a fable ; but is it not 

.a fable, abfurd as it may appear, that originally 
hadfbme truth for its foundation ? 'No doubt^ 
in remote periods, circumftanccs may have 
been, obferved fimilar to thofe of my fhrik^ 
and nly moufe ; or, perhaps, even to that re- 
lated by the captain. Hence they might have 
concluded that a ferpent, in^pregnable hinrfeff, 

'>nd always conqueror, fmce he could kill by ^a 
Jbok, could be no other thati the king of his 

'race. Frona his royalty they would tiaturally- 
Jiavc called him bafililk ; and as a foverciga 

*rtuft have fome particular fign toatteft h\$ pre^ 

"Crninencei the poets, who often exaggerate by 

'wifhing to adorn nature, jmay have added ttt? 

•Vings, tfte feet and the crown. 

^his digreflion, of which, perhaps, thefiib'^ 
jeO: Would have efcaped my meniory, Was de* 
ferving, I cpnceivpd, of a place in xr\j work j 

'jind, though ij has fomewhat interrupted tha 
Hramatic (gffiba, I could not abftain from relate 
}ng it in the order in which it preftnted itfelf 
%Q my mn^f Whatever title majr be ]|ivcn to 
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my narrative* U is of little iai.portjwv:e whether 
Xh&re prevail in it qr not a fchol4ftic .arrange- 
^nent. The art ot writing is not my obje<3f, 
but truth and dearncfs. I am talking with my 
fncndsj and have nothing to do with the tram- 
mels of literature. 

. I have faid, that I had prevailed on Boers 
to aqconjpany me in my excurfion. An ua- 
.f KpcQ;ed accident haftened our refolution, Iq- 
telligencfe was brought to the Cape, th|it a. 
French veffel, thecrcw of which, had mutlnijcdf 
was at anchor in the b^y of Saldaqha. This 
news particularly concerned Percheron, the 
ftaval commiflary, who was obliged by his of- 
fice to repair.to the bay in order to take cog- 
nizance of the matter, and, if poflible, remedy 
the evil. UndcrftanJing that we were nearly 
to take the fame route, he requefted> place .in 
Bocrs's carriage, and was accordingly cue pf 
our party. An officer of the P^ndicherry regi- 
ment, whofe name was Larcher,.n»adje a fojurth/ 
and we fetofFina fort of hunting vehicle (Vi&^- 
riof de cbajfe) drawn by fijt horfes. 

The diftance we had to travel v^ap, in reaUt^^ 

but an eafy day's journey, and wt intended to 

hftlt no Ipnger tbsrn was neceffary juft to fhow 

G a our- 
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felves to the crew j but, like thpfe tempciU 
which are always ^preceded by fatal omen^, 
we found it that day not only impoffible to ar-. 
rive at Saldanha, but we had to lament by the 
way the unhappy fate of more than one of our 
attendants. 

The Sout-Rivier (fait river^, which it was 
ncceflary to crofs at a diftance from the town, 
had its banks atmoft covered w th cormorants. 
We were defirous of killing fome of rhem, and 
we alighted for the purpofcr Upon fetting off 
again, a negro who was behind the carriage, 
taken at unawans, was thrown to the ground 
' by the fuddennefs of the motion, and fell with 
fuch violence as to break his leg. ^ He was an 
excellent fervant of Boers and very much be- 
loved by his maPer. We were obliged, there- 
fore, to quit the road, and repair to the neareft 
habitation, to take the proper care of our un- 
fortunate patient. A , litter was conftruSed, 
and we had him conveyed to the town. This 
accident having delayed us feveral hours, and 
Boers wiihing to regain the time that had been 
IblV, the Goachman put his horfes upon the gal- 
],0p, and drove us like the wind. 

^e had fpme dogs with us. One of theiii, 

y^ry 



Digitized by 



Google 



AFRICA. 85 

very much heated by this extraordinary fpced^ 
and attracted by a ftream that was at a diftancc, 
ran on before to bathe and refrefli himfelf. I 
have alrcudy obferved in my former travels, 
that, in Africa, every dog that pl'anges into the 
water, under fuch circumftances, isaJmoflfurc 
to die there, unlefs fomebody happens to be » 
fufficiently near to take him inftantly out. The 
dog in queftion, when we arrived at the 
ftream,^ had already paid the fatal tribute* 
tadts of this kind are fo common in the co- 
lony as not to admit the poffibility of difputc: 
arid here I would fain afk our philofophcrs to 
account for this circumftance, and teil us why 
the dogs of Africa are fo frequently fubjedl to 
death, in a (ituation where thofe of Europe do 
not experience the flighteft inconvenience. 

It was late when we arrived at the patri- 
archal habitation of the worthy Slaber. The 
. embracing and falutatibns beirig over, there 
was a general uproar, as it were, in the houfe. 
They hardly knew in what terms of joy to ex- 
prefs their gratitude, as well to Boers as to 
the friend he had brought with him. All were 
eager t(» welcome this friend j i was fenfible 
of this J at the fame time it was impoffibre not 
G 3 to 



Digitized by 



Google 



«6 TRAVELS IN 

to notice the demonftratlons of kindnefs that 
were equally bellowed on their older ac- 
quaintance. The girls, in particular, wailed 
upon him with a moft captrvatirtg grace. One 
took his hat, and another his cloak. They 
queftioned him as to his health and bis wants. 
They feemed to think him riot fuflSciently un* 
referved, becaufe he coukl not find eiriploy- 
ifient for all of them at once. Delightful o^f- 
ficioufneis, chartning vivacity I which rendered 
ftill more agreeable, by the contrafti the plain 
and honeft good-nature of the father of the 
familj^. When they learned our intention of 
flaying a week with them, their acclamations 
of joy bur ft forth afrelb, and refounded through 
the houfe. It was the triumph of a vidpry. 
Our fpirits were prefently as chee^ul as theirs ; 
and fo perfedly were we at our 6afc, that a 
ftranger would have been puzzkd to fay who 
were the entertainers and who the guefts. The 
firft evening was fpent in arranging our plans, 
and afligning to each day of oilr week its ap- 
propriate amufements; an arrangement that 
was oppofed now and then by the women, who 
did not fail to impofe upon us feme hard con- 
ditions. 

Per- 
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Percheron, who was of the party, had all 
this while nothing in his head but the (hip and. 
its refraGory crew in the bay of Saldanha. 
Before he furrendered himfelf to pleafure, he 
wa3 defirous of pqiforraing his duty. He 
aJCked me, therefore, to fet off with him the 
next morning, and accompany him to the yeiJ- 
ieU This was precifdy my intention. Every 
other perfoa in my fituarion w(>uld probably 
have regarded this propofal of the commiffary 
as extremely imprudent. I, on the contrary, 
was delighted with it, and had refolved, if he 
had not foreftalled me, to make it myfelf, 
I had never feen a crew in a ftate of infurrec* 
tion aga.inil their officers ; the fcene was per- 
fe<Sbly new to ipe j and every thing extraor- 
dlaary, every thing which prom^fed a new fen- 
fation, had in my eyes an attradion that was 
not to be refilled.^ Accordingly, without re* 
fla£tiqg upon the confequences of this temerity, 
tifithout confidering that, in the gaiety of my 
heart, I was going to expofe myfelf to the moft 
lo^minent danger, I appointed an hour with 
Perch^ron, and Ipnged for its arrival. 

Though we had only four leagues to travel, 

luid ha4 entered upon this journey immediately 

G4 after 
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after breakfaft, we were again fo incommoded 
on the way, that we did not reach the bay titf 
the clbfe of the evening : a circumftance that 
put us extremtly out of humour, and was not 
calculated to diminifh the prejudice whicii we 
had before naturally entertained againft the 
mutineers. 

The fhades of night feemed fa blacken on 
purpofe,. as if to conceal from us the veffel ; and 
it was with the utmoft difficulty, and by dint, 
as it were, of groping, that we found our way 
acrofs the* downs. I twice difcharged my 
fufee to announcp our arrival, and to fignify 
ouL wifti that a boat might be fent us, Ufelefs 
precaution ! They pretended not to hear us. . In 
danger of paffing the night in the watch-box 
upon the ftrand, we curfed the fliip, the crew, 
a'nd the bay. The captain, it feems, fearing 
that we w^ere fuch of the mutineers as had gone 
on fhore in the courfe of the day, and who 
were to return, in the evening, furnifhed with 
arms, was cautious of receiving us. At length, 
by repeatedly firing, and by our cries and vo- 
ciferations, we infpired fome confidence, and 
a boat was hoifted out to fetch us on bdard. 

To form an accurate image of the diforder 

to 
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to tvhich we were witneffes it is neceflary to 
have feen it. A fliip floating in the ocean, 
and deprived of all external intercourfe, is of 
itfelf a world fufficicntly ftrange ; and here, by 
the mutiny that had taken place, it was a world 
turned upfide-down. The crew, divided into 
groupes, occupied here and there the different 
parts of the deck. On all fides were heard mur* 
murs, threats, tremeiidous imprecations, and 
horrible oaths ; every where there prevailed a 
frightful tumult. ,The voices of the chiefs were 
drowned amidft the deafening cries of the men# 
From the impetuous motions of this unruly 
multitude every thing feemed to predift fome 
approaching and dreadful crifis. ^ Some among 
them, more enterprifing than the reft, aded . 
with greater fury: they flew with rapidity 
from place to place, as if to communicate their 
indignation or their fears at the arrival of the 
commiflary. The feeble light that prevailed in 
the veflel gave a gloomy tint to this fcene of 
horror that bordered on the fublime.' It was 
fo many demons amidft the w^ves, bufy at the 
work of preparing torments for mortals. At 
the fame time we were prefled and enveloped 
by this, licentious troop. Then it was that I 

felt 
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£b]r all tbc peril of our fituatioiu Thp fMe^ o£ 
commiflary uthlch Percheron bore^ was the re-*i 
Tcrfe of glviug ub confidence} it fc^mied to 
hanre brought him purpofely on board to 
pimiih the rioters. The profcription that 
aw^tedr him waa Cure to fall equally upon me, 
who appeared to have accomp^a^med him in or-* 
der to lead him my afllftance. A general mur« 
muF was excited agalnfi each of us. A murmur^ 
did I iay ^ Alas ! we were the criminak ; and 
the menacing looks of the£e terrible judges told 
US) in a language perfe<ltly intelligible^ what 
torments the power of force, combined with 
Irage^ was capably of infli&ing on weaknefs and 
innocence^ I had never fo ftrong a convijaiofl 
M at that moment, by what a (lender thread wq 
fomietimes hojd our lives, a^nd how unexpeftqd 
is the chancy upcm which depends our fafety« 
Had oneof th^fe confpirators pronounced o^r 
death, a hundred arms, no doubt, would in^ 
ilantly have executed the fent^nce, and ^h# 
fea would have been at once a tonskb for ui 
both. 

Jt. id true, I hud my double-bapeUed fyfee i 
b«tt ttiy €ompanion.had nothing wifh which t9 
dc£md hknfelf} and^aa to the oiKcers^ JlKcap^r 
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bk of exerting the neccffary firmncfe, they 
feemed, upon our arrival^ to be in a dreadful 
condrernation, as if e5tped;ing fome fatal ex- 
plofion^ that would deftroy at once both the 
&ip and its inhabitants. 

As it was impoflSble to withdraw from the 
danger that threatened us, we had ho refourcc 
but to afTume a tranquil countenance, and wait 
the event. This refolution gave us fortitude* 
Percheron, little difm^yed by the threats of the 
violent, faid, in a tone of authority, tl^t he 
wiflied to be informed of the caufe of this mu-r 
tiny J and that the crew might depend upon re** 
dfefs, if their complaints were juft, and upon 
being treated with lenity if they had unfortu- 
nately overftepped, through miftake, the neeet- 
fary bounds of obedience : and turning to thofe 
who feemed defirous of giving him the par- 
ticulars of the affair, he appeared not to notice 
the animated gcftures and murmurings of the 
reft. His tranquillity by degrees fo far ap- 
peafed theii^ anger, that we were able, at laft, 
ttnder pretence of doing juftice to every ^arry, 
to adjourn the farther hearing of the bufinefe 
to the next morning* Percheron had hoped 
that ileep would in the mean time calm their 

irri- 
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irritated paffions, and fuggeft to hk fniqd the 
means of terminating the afF? dj. 

There was no way by which to quit t! e vet 
fel ; and, as we had arrived at this extremity, 
it would have been equally daftardly and in- 
difcreet to. abandon the crew to the mercy of 
fo furioijs a temperft. 

The preparations for fupper afforded but 
little relief from the trouble in which we were 

' all plunged ; and J^re thought, therefore, of re- 
tiring to reft. The captain gave his bed to 
Percheron, while I had that of the firft pilot, 
\s.^hich was fituated in a cabin upon the deck. 
In this cabin was a window, the panes of 
which had been broken at the commencement 
of the diPcurbance. It is upon fuch things, 
upon windows and lampp, that your malcor>- 
tents always vent their firft fpite ; as if the 
noife occafioned by the breaking of them wa« 

^ calculated to appeafe and fatisfy their ven- 
geance. Thefe broken panes were a fubjed 
of alarming inquietude ; I confidered them as 
x fecond Judas ; becaufe, fronting the head c£ 
my bed, they a'fforded an eafy opportunity to 
any ill-difpofed perfon in pofleffion of a piftoJ, 
to flioot me during the night, ftiould the dif- 
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turKance happen to break out afrefli. To guard 
a§ muj:h a- .p( flible againft furprife, I began 
with putting out' the light ; then having 
changed the diredlion of my be^, and placed 
my tulee, which was well loaded, by my 
fide, I waited the return of day, flecping as I 
could. Ill the intervals of my fleep, I heard, 
from thofe who walked the deck, the mod fe- 
ditious difcourfe, threatening the next day to 
{how no favour to any one : I faw fome of them 
pafs before my cabin, and they appeared to ele- 
vate their voices that I might hear them* At 
length, day- light appeared :. delightful day- light, 
which diffipates the phanton^s of the imagi- 
nation, and renders alfo the wiqked Icfs daring 
and prefumpturus ! What we had hoped came 
to pafs J refledion, and ftill more pei haps the 
^read of a well-delerved punifliment^ had 
calmed the fury of the moft vehement, Per- 
^heron, judicioufly embracii^g fo favourable a 
moment, a^ddrcffed them in a moft animated 
fpeech, in which he painted in lively colours 
the wrongs and injuftice of tiiis rebellion, and 
the fevere penahics which the law inflidls for 
fuch crimes ; then, artfiully afcribing the caufe 
of t^e mil<;hief to the perfidy of thpfc ^hofe 
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Idve of diforder had feduccd and drawn hi tbe 

reft to the commifiion of fuch enormities, he 
promifcd pardon to every man thiw mified, 
who (hould again return to obedience ; and 
concluded his fpeech with a fharp reprimand of 
the ring-leader, who, though in. confinement, 
was, no doubt, hatching in .his mind new 
tfoublos. This man, perfedly naked and 
.ftretched at his length, was bound within 
a chicken coop, which was faftened and barri- 
caded with clainps of iron, He was one of 
thofe beings to whom nature has given, with 
a robuft conflitution, that tortimde of mind, 
that contempt of danger and death, fo favour- 
able to, arid to I deftruftive in, faftionsi He 
ftill threatened. They had feized him at. a 
.moment when he was off his guard ; wjiich was 
> a necefiary precaution, as he was abl« of him- 
felf to. infpire terror ii.to the whole crew. The 
bufincfs of bringing to trial and puni(hingthis 
man devolved upon. the chief magiftrate of the 
Cape ; and accordingly he was ordered tp be 
conveyed thither. From 'this moment tranquil- 
lity was reftored ; and we were convinced, 
from what we faw in this inftance, that, in 
every cafe of tumult, nothing mojre is neecffary 
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to Mcisitl^ in^uided niuititudeto tlieir fenfes^ 
than to humble them in their own eyes bf 
fliowing thi^m the defpu:ablene& of their con^ 
i^u€ty or to take from them their chief. WiAi 
refpea to the. reft of the infiirgents, they iwetc 
Seliyered or^ to the clemency of the captaia 
and offiiJers <jf'the veflel, by whom a .gemral 
(Affinefty was granted ; and tbeyiall wturaed to 
their duty. 

Having left the (hip, ^nd being onee again 

oh flaore, we t^^ere eager to rdpair to our coin- 

' pany, to relatethe eircumftances of thedaogfer 

^e bad ^fcaped, and of Wlu<sh upan leatirig 

them we had no fufpicion. 

}riow \Me did I expefl: that this Angular ad* 
ventpre was deftlned to be^foUowed by a new 
m^^rtlfiativn, of which the confequences were 
long in my memory, and that, in quitting for 
a day my dearcft friends, I (hould bare to la*- 
metlt the lofs of one of them, and fpeedily to 
prepare myfelf for feeing him no more ! 

As I drew near. to the habitation of Slaber, 
I diichafged. as I had been accuftomed to do, 
tny fufee/to inform them of our arrival, and 
to invite them to meet us. In fpite of my re- 
peated figtials, no perfoaappeared; a filence 

- 4 of 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 ) TRA.VELS IN 

,of friend(hip that feemed to announce to me 
feme melancholy, news. 

My fufpicions were prefently verified, when 
X Upon entering the hall I faw the daughters of 
Slaber approach me with .an air of inquietude 
and dejedion. Alarmed at this reception, 
the caufe of which I conceived related to 
themfelves, I anxioufly demanded what mif- 
fortune, in fo fhort a fpace of time, had be- 
fallen them. •* The misfortune I have to ac- 
^' quaint you with," faid one of them, " is 
^ perfpnal to yourfelf : Boers is returned to 
^*"the Cape, and in a few days you wilMofe 
** him. He hlas . received, in your abfenqe, 
*' difpatches from Holland, informing him that 
*^ his refignation has been accepted ; and, as 
*^ there is a^ veflel in the b?iy r§ady, at this mo- 
** ment, to fail for Europe, in which he is rp- 
*^ folved to embark, he inftantly mounted his 
^^ horfe, withLarcher, to make without del^y 
*' the^ neceffary preparations. I need not.fay 
*' how happy we fhould efleem ourfelves if^ 
" after this lofs, we could prevail on you and 
^* your friend to remaii> with us awhile : at 
" the fame time it is my duty to tell you, that, 
'^^ before he left us, Bperg fofef^w th2^'t you 

^* would 
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** would perhaps be defirous once more to 
^ afford him the plcafurc of feeing you at the 
•^ Cape: with this view he has left behind him 
** his carriage and horfes ; and here is a letter 
^ alfo which he has written^ and which he re- 
•* quefted might be delivered to you/* 

The beginning of this difcourfe had alarmed 
me, but, from fome caufe or other, I was re- 
vived by its conclufion.' I imagined that, from 
a fportive difpofition, they were defirous for a 
moment of amufing themfelves with me. A 
letter, the carriage and the horfes,— it muft. 
furely be a pleifaritry ! And fo convmced waa* 
I of this, that, notwithftanding the air of feri- 
oufneis with which it was told me, and the 
proteftations of the whole faniily that he was 
aiflually gone, I vifited, with Percheron, every 
room of the hotife in fearch of the abfentees, 
not doubting but, they had concealed them- 
felves to keep up the jeft. Alas ! They were 
gone !— My benefaftor had quitted me I And 
my only confolation was to haften to the Cape^ 
once more to embrace him before his depar- 
ture. 

The next morning as' fbon^nts k ^a^ \\f^ 
wc ei^tcrediKe carriage, Percheron and myfelf^ 

.Vol* L H aud 
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and were inftantly off* Arrived at the houfe^ 
of my friend, the firft objcds that faluted my ,. 
eyes were his trunks and packages colleded* 
together to be conveyed on board the (hip; • 
which, as I. learned from himfelf, was to faii* 
the next day. In.vain hadthephyficiaus re-* 
preHsnted that his health was in too feeble a 
ftate to encounter. . fo tedious a voyage ; that- 
he ought firft to fpend two or three months- 
in the country to regain the. neceffary ftrength ;. 
and that the fhip, befides, in which he pur- 
pofed to embark, being too fmall to admit of 
the proper accommodations, he was rafliJy ex-^ 
pofing hirafelf to almoft certain-death : po.thing 
could difluadc him. Prejudiced ^^ainfta coun-*? 
try in which he had experienced a variety of< 
troubles, and which were likel/to increafe, he-- 
longed for the* moment of 'withdrawing from 
it. In Holland,, too^.he had left a refpe£fcaWe 
father, whole* image was alive in his hearty 
and his fe|)aratiotl from whom: he had always 
regretted. In' 4. ■■ word; ho preferred the hap*, 
pitiefs of feeing his family to .the cares aadv 
anxieties which accompany wealth and follow^ 
in the trsiti^femjjty- honours; -^ 
. Sut>}e(^y4n^elf,-to'fiQiiiarreco31e£lionsi and 
i^'^ r^^ xapble. 
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isapable, in his fkuation, of imitating his con<* 
dud, I could not, ftrong as was my attach* 
xnent to him, attempt to combat fo determined 
i refolution) and I therefore thought only 
bdvv to employ to the greateft advantage the 
few and fleeting moments of friendfhip thaC 
remained. I Was anxious he fhould take with 
hirti fome pledgfe of my regard. He wis no 
naturalift, except fo far as he bad imbibed 
from me .a tafte for the ftudy j yet I fele^ed . 
from every defcription of my trcafurc^ a valu- 
able cabinet of euriofities of natural hiftory^ 
wliich I fent on board with his other effeds: 
and I had almofl; refolved to embark myfelf, 
fo great Was the^ dejedtion of jmy mind at tl;ie 
idea that I fliould no longer have before my 
eyes this judicious counfellor, this confoling 
friend, who had more than once received into 
his bofdm the overflowings of my heart; at a 
time too v^^hcn he had his own vexations to 
devour. 

The 25tt of Odobcr 1783, a melan'choly 
$poch that has a thoufand times recurred to my 
remembrance, and that has occafioned me, of 
4li the events of my' l|fe, the greateft portion 
of wearifomeneft and" regret, at length arrived. 
- H2 It 
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It was ncccflarjr to feparate. ^ I depart," faiS^ 
he, previous to his quitting me, " perfcdly 
" tranquilas to every thing which relates to 
** yourfelf : I have recommended you to my 
** moft intimate friends, whofe care you will 
'• experience, and for whom I can anfwer ai| 
•/ faithfully as for jnyfelf. Meanwhile, that I 
^ may not, when abfent, be totally uncon- 
•*. nettled with your grand expedition ; I wife 
** to contribute to it a few trifles, that are no 
•• longer ncccflfary to mc, and which I beg you 
H to accept : they are my two hunters, my 
^ two fufees, and, in fhort, to fave you the 
•♦ troruble of Isftening to a dry catalogue of in- 
** figmficant articles, my whole (porting ac- 
** coutrementSi'^ 

I was fo oppreflfed that I could not anfwer. 
Without giving me time to fpeak, he pointed 
to a morning-gown placed on a chair, for which 
I had ofeferved in him a particular predileftrony 
though be feWom wore k except upon certain 
fixed days. " The ftuflf,'* faid lie, « of which 
*• this garment h made, was once worn by my 
** mother, who,, upon my departure for Africa, 
*^ entreated I would wear it in my turn out of 
•*^ love to her, as a i»omimeftt of her afe<aion 
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" and ah elcrftal pledge of remembrance. I 
** have hitherto difcharged this duty with thd 
** mdft filial tendernefs, though it has lon^ 
"•painfully reminded me that this dear parent 
** is no more; 1)iit now that I am going to 
^ refide with my father to confole and comfort 
" him in his old age, can I any loager pre- 
"ferve^'hat would incelfantly expofe to his 
" view the lofs He has fuftained ? No : it is mv 
*' friend who muft henceforth i^6ar it for me ;- 
**^.by this title is it, my dear Vaiilant, that I 
"tranfiaait it to you, not as an ordinary pre- 
** fent, but as a legacy that was bequeathed mey 
*^Ii%acy that I value, and of which I charge 
^ you to acquit for me the duties; by ufmg ft 
^ agreeably to^the intentions of my tencrabld 
*SmjDftier;' 

Such a prefent as a moming^gown to a tra-i 
voller accuftorncd to ^ a very different ftyle of 
drefs, almoil always equipped in a hunting 
jacket and with a fufee in his hand, whU ap-r 
pear laughable enough to the reader, who wilt 
aonceive it much better fitted for the fhouldera 
of one of our phyficians or folicitors of the 
ancient mode. But the occafion of this fcene, 
whi^h fo many would look upon as calculated 
H 3 for 
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for a Bartholomew frolic, ftamps on it fuch 
affeding marks of fimplicity, gpodnefs, and 
lincerity, that even to this moment it excites in 
iny mind the tendereft emotions. The gown 
itfelf is of np value : but the idejis it revives are 
touching. . The hand from which I received 
it is fo dear to me, that now, after ten years 
have elapfed, I cannot contemplate without 
pleafure the remains of a garment, which I 
made a point of vjrearing to the laft thread as 
foon as I became more fettled. The moft beau- 
tiful relic of antiquity would not h^ve been 
more religioufly preferved, 

I thr^yt myfelf into the arms of my firi^d 
with tears in my eyes, and I felt his alfo 
moiften my cheek. His houfe, where every 
thing was in motion, was an aSeding fpe£tacle: 
it rcfembled the hurry of a removal upon the 
approach of robbers. The abandonment of 
places tp which we have been fo ftrongly at- 
Uchedi a^;id in which we have tafted the trueft 
and moft Innocent enjoyments, has in it, to 
minds of feeling, fpmething that is dreary an4 
difconfolate. The habitationof my friend fliared 
a little in the regrets that I fdt for the matter; 
jlQ article of furniture, the fimplcft things that 
^ \ -- '• ■ • ^ ^^ 



Digitize! by 



Googk 



AFRICA. loj 

lie was In the -habit of ufing, painfully at- 
tracted and fixed my r.egards. This acute fen- 
■fibility is the inheritance and niisfortune of a 
Tihall number only of human beings : where- 
.ever it exifts it gives aftu^I life to thc'mdft in- 
animate objeds. But what nencjered the fcene 
ftill more affliding, was the mourtiful filence 
of oiir common friends aflembled touhd' the 
one who was leaving us. We accompanied 
him to the boat that w&s to tear hlifeTfrbrrfWr 
embraces. As he wouJd not fufFer lis to^ attend 
liim to the Ihip, we reniained ^on'theihorfe 
following hinv with our eyes. Arrived* on 
1)oard, he waved' his iKandkerchief frbm tlie 
deck, as thelaft, the farewel figlial^f ifi^n^ 
ihip. ^ ' / ' : 

A pei'fori ei]na:lly dear to us bofhft^dR ptty 
'bn my fiafFerings^ and condud^e3 ^ me 'to ^liis 
Tioufe. We fpent the day in enunie?atillg^ll(ie 
various inftances of benevolence' whlfeh '^haU 
•honoured the puWic and private life'^of tfie 
"beft of men. His name was inc^ffantty "in bur^ 
• mouths. While we were thus fooftfingly'^oc- 
fcupied, our grief wasTudderlly renewfed by the 
Teport of the guns ftx)m the harbour and tKe 
•port, which axinounced the departure of the 

a 4 , "VeflTel, 
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vtffe]^ and faluted the fifcal for the lail time; 
I flew to the turret of the houfe, and, with my 
glafs, I faw the veffel failing fo rapidly before 
the wind, that it quickly fui^k below the 
horizon. 

When night arcived, I returned to my old 
apartment It feemed a pfifon to me. Left 
to myfelf, I was like a-cylprit whom all tJhe 
world ha.d abandoned; and who was delivered 
over to his reiporfe. No lover ev<r felt.i^orc 
ai;utely the pains of feparation. ^ 

The next morningj I was vifited ^)y Ser- 
n^rier, the newfifcal; Colonel Gordon, com^ 
mandaBt of the place; Hakker, the Tub* 
governor ; Conway, colonel of the Pondicberry 
regiment, whom 1 4iave fmce had the ple^fure 
qC foeiQ^ «t Paris ; aq^} ^^ ihort, by all the 
friends of my dear Boers, all the perfoas to 
whom he had recommended me, and who join^ 
ed in «0Urirtg me, that it fhould be their bufi- 
nefs to make me for^t, by their care, a lols 
. which wa^ notices fenfibly felt by them than by 
me. £)yei7 one entreated me to take up my re- 
fidence At his houfe ; but among thefe offers I 
ought particularly to notice that of Colonel 
Gordon, which w^. made in the name both of 

himfelf 
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bimielf andihls wife^and with fo much import 
twiity^ fuch extreme kinduefs and fioccrity, tliat 
it was-impolTible hot to accept it. Befidse, ia- 
dependency of perfonal obligations, and the 
iervices he had rendered me from the moment 
of my arrival at the Cape, he had a ta(ie like 
myielf for natural hiftory, and I was attached 
to. him hy[ this circumftance, as well as by the 
ties of gratitude and friendibip, I refolved^ 
howevert not to avail myfelf immediatelyof 
this obliging invitation, and I requefted that 
he would fuSbr ^e to remain in my prefent 
apartments till after the fale of Boer^'s efie^ls : 
for the houfe was flill ccnnpletely furniihed, aa 
he had taken with him fuch things only as his, 
voyage rendered abfolutely neceflary. 

When the fale at length took place, it proved,* 
beyond any thing t^at had preceded it, the 
gen^a} efteem which the ex-fifcal had enjoyed 
at the Gape.. The defire which every body* 
felt of poileffing ibme portion of his effeds, 
raifed them to a pri^e greatly above their value; 
Amot^ his friends there was even a warm con*-^ 
tention who fliould have. fuch articles of the 
furniture as bad been particularly appropriated 
to bis |>CTfonal ufe. All confideredit as a duty 

to 
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*o liave one lot at lead ; and I faw, with pe- 
culiar fatisfadion, in the countenance of eaclx, 
as they bore away their purchafes, a regret for 
the perfon to whom they had belonged. 

Previous to this fale, the coloneFhad afted 
roe to. accompany him in an experiment that 
lie was defirous of making in order to a feet- 
tain thdpofition' and bearings of tflie Piquet 
mountain, as viewed from the Table mountain. 
The projedt was no fboner known in the town, 
than a number of officers belonging to the 
•diflferent regiments of the ganifon %quefted 
they might accompany u's. Of thefe ^erfon- 
ages fome had no other inducement than that 
x)f enjoying, as mere lookers-on, the fpcftade 
cf his labour, and others were idlers* at a lofe 
4iow to employ the day. The^iirft Wotild be 
perfcdly recompenfcd with the fighrt of a 
magnificent profpeS, and the lalft with beii^ 
able to fay, on their return to Eutbpe, that 
'they had been atthe;t6p oiFthe faniotife Tablci. 
Though a troop Kke this would ^c more in- 
commodious than ufeful, he yet aequiefced 5 
and we fet out, at day^break, witSi the ne'cef- 
fary inftruments. A moft fortunate drcum* 
Aance favoured our operatiwi: the fky-, dur- 



Digitized by 



Google 



AFRICA. 107 

wag the whole day, was perfedly ferene, and, 
what is infinitely rare, not a fingle cloud upon^ 
the Table mountain came to annoy us. 

Upon this occafion I experienced the enjoy-* 
ment of a particular felicity ; whioh was that 
of having killed, upon the platform of the 
mountain, a bird of a new fpecies, which, till 
that moment, I had qot feen in Africa, and 
which I have never met with fmce. It was 
the rock blatk-bird. I brought it with me to 
Europe ; it qonftitutes at prefent an article la 
my coUedion, aod will form, in the Ornitbokgy 
that I (hall foon publilhj a new and intereftiag ' 
fjpecies, not unworthy the attention of the 
naturalift, 

A bird killed fo near the town, and at the 
fame time new to all the inhabitants of the. 
Cape, muft have been a ftrangcr to the place " 
where I found it« I fufped^ it to have emigrated 
from that range of rocks and mouxxtainis, whiob, 
firpm their refemblance to thofe jpf the north, 
of Europe, bear the qame of the Norit^egfan 
nfotintaini^ and which, detaching themfelves 
from the Table piountain, and ftretching to the 
fputh, form what is called xh^ foutbern point of 
Africa, ^any perfQUS have had the curiofity 
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to vifit this point, but they have arriired at it 
either by the fea-fide or by the route of Con-» 
flantia and Falie-Bay. I, on the contrary, was 
defirous of finding my vsray thithet along the 
top of • the mountains themfelves^ .. 

So new an enterprift feem^d tp. promife .mc. 
curious and unknown objeds. I had nothing 
•o dread on my j'ourney but eKtrerne Sa^guii 
9j»d the confideratipn pf fvich, a]> inooQVeni* 
ence was little calculated to ftop. me, 

A friend lent me two negroes^ to whom I 
added a Hottentot, and I divided among t^em. 
the labour of carrying my camppqu^page, my. 
carbine, a cloak, powder and.fttot,ibme drie4: 
provifions, and, in fhort, what appeared to m^ 
to be abfolutely indifpenfable'; for, being obli'^ 
ged continually to afcend and. defcend, it was ^ 
rDeceflary that wc ihould have no incumbrance. 
As for mic, I carried my double-barrelled fufee, 
had two piltob in my girdle, and was followed 
by three dogs, the choioeft of my pack. 

It was thus equipped, and favoured by the 
mod beautiful weather, that I repaired to the 
fummit of the Table mountain* 

Seen from afar^ and at a certain diftance, 
this mountain fcems to terminate in a flat top; 

and 
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and hetice has arifeii the name of Table given 
to it by manners and travcllefs. Its fummrt, 
however, as 1 have already faid, is far from 
being a plain. Interfered throughout by 
enormous cavities, it at the fame time* appears 
fugged with ridges, eminences, and high rocks ; 
which, by their crumbling down and the 
changes they undergo, atteft how much they 
have loft their primitive form. Its longeft 
fide is that which looks towards the town. 
Not being provided with ihftruments, it was 
impoflible for me to meafure the extent of it 
cxadily^ I however attempted it by walking 
fcveral times over it ; and I obferved that each 
time I went from the eaftcrn to the oppofite 
wcftem extremity, it required neatly twentyx 
minutes: which certainly indicates a quarter of 
a league in length, at leaft, 

\yhile employed in my meafurement, my 
good fortune rendered me a fpedator of an in- 
teirefting phenomenon, which the curious have 
often fought to obferve on th? mountain, but 
which does not always prefent itfelf to the eye 
efthe beholder with the fame magnificence; 
I mean the formation of one of thofe fouth- 
cafterly ftonris, produced by the accumulation 
2 of 
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of clouds on the fummit of the Ts^e, whicE 
is vulgarly called itsperuic^ as I have already 
faid in my firft Travels. 

This phenomenon I niuft here defcribe^ but 
in the mod accurate manner, left the cWc€t 
fhould be taken for the caufe, and that which 
belongs to the one aicribed to the other. It 
was preceded by a train of fog, which we faw 
bruihing over the furfaceofthe fea^ and which 
advanced towards us, pafling over Tiable-^Bay. 
Its approach announced tome a mod dreadful 
temped ; but I rejoiced that I was able to be-: 
hoM and ftudy at this height the progrefs of fo 
beautiful a fpedlcle, at the hazard of fome tri- 
fling inconveniences^ which could not be put ia 
competition with the advantages I was about to 
derive from obfeFVations, which, no circum- 
ilances perhaps would ever put it in my power 
to repeat, if I fufieredthe prefent opportunity, 
which prefented itfelf fo fortunately, to efcape* 
Without delay, therefore, I .pitched my tent 
towards the eaft,and as near as poffible to that 
part of the mountain, which, already feparatcd 
fronathe Table by theprogreffive and continual 
crumbling down of fragments from the a£tion* 
of the winds atid the rain, is known by the 

I particular 
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particular name of the Devil mountain, and 
which is tending paore and more to become, 
infulated from the large mafs. 

The train. o£ fog foon covered the whol^ 
valley from Falfe-Bay to the bottom of the 
mountains,, and at length entirely deprived ua 
of the view of the charming landfcape of Con- 
fiantia^ Nieuwland and Ronde^-Bofch ; after 
which, becoming apparently larger, it fooa 
reached the Table ;. and,in lefs than two hours,, 
increafed to that degree that it not only covered 
the fpace which feparated us from the Devil 
mountain, but enveloped us alfo on all fides.. 
This mift was fo denfe that it was impoffible 
to. diftinguifh any thing at the diftance of a 
foot from us. The atmofphere, however, 
notwithftanding, the movement of this gre^t 
body of vapour, did not feem difturbed. I 
could not perceive a breath of wind ; bur, in* 
return,, my . clothes were infenfibly foaked 
thiough, . 

\ have feveral times had ait opportunity of 
remarking, that,, when thefe clouds ipread 
themfelves over the Table mountain, they 
coyered only the eaftern part of it, w^hile the 
wcfternreitvained pure and untouched, I knew 
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uKoy and I have faid elfewhere, that, during 
thefe fogs, a planter, 'who fcts out from the 
town in order to go to Falfe-Bay, may make 
his choice cither to walk under a fcorch- 
ing fun, by proceeding to the weft, or to ex- 
pofe himfelf to continual rain by advancing on 
the oppofite fide. But, as I was upon the 
mountain at the moment when the cloud was 
condenfmg itfelf I could cafily afcertain what 
part was . covered, and what was not ; and 
being even enveloped in it I had nothing to 
do but to walk forwards till I got out of it. 
This I did, proceeding towards the eaft of the 
plain, when I found myfelf expofed to the 
rays of an ardent fun, and under a (ky in every 
part ferene. 

My eyes were now gratified with a view of 
the mod beautiful horizon I had ever beheld. 
I could diftinguifh all the plantations which 
decorate the Tiger mountain, Blauw-Berg, 
Groene-Kloof and the Piquet mountain ; the 
town lay almoft perpendicular under my feet ; 
but when, with my pcrfpedivfe glafs,'! looked 
at the weather-cocks of the houfes, I obferved 
that they were turned in every direction, which 
indicated that the greateft calmnefs prevailed 

there. 
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-OidFe) as *well as on the mountain^ where there 
iiad not been the leaft movement in the air, 
fiace. the leaves of the trees repofed in pro- 
found tranquillity* 

The bay difplayed a fpedacle ftill more 
aftonifhing. The northern part of it was ex*- 
pofed, at that time, to a very violent guft of 
wind, which did not extend to the fduthern 
part. Thus, three fliips in the latter feemed 
to enjoy a perfedt calm, while all thofe which 
We^re at anchor in the other, were agitated by 
a furious blaft. From this ftriking contraft, 
and I might almofl fay incredible, in fo fmall 
a fpace, there refulted a very great difference 
in the colotir of the water. This double effect 
appeared to me like a magic pidture ; for it 
.exhibited as it were in the fame frame, and 
.without any interval^ at once a calm and a 
tempefi 

The conclufioiis I drew from it are as fol- 
lows : The wind, which had taken its rife on 
the furface of the Indian ocean, blowing with 
violence, entered by Falfd Bay, paffed to the 
Table Bay only through the defile that fepa- 
rates the two bays, and followed its diredion 
in the northern part of the harbour, while the 

VojL, !• I projection 
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{)F<>je(aioh formed by the ihoftfitaitfs to«WJ*3^ 
th« Gape, arid at the CapcUfelf, deadeticd* ibe 
greater part o£ its^ forcci It eaBHOt be feid, 
therefore, that the colle6lion of cJoutfe on the 
fouth-weft, which are accumulated over the 
Table mountaiB, and wkick thence precipitate 
themfelves over the to\tn, occafiofi there thofe 
Furious bliafts of wind, fo incohvenient and at 
the fame time fo falubrious fo the inhabitaftt& of 
the Cape j for I have feen the great'eft Iratiqiiil- 
Viij prevail, not only in the town, but ia all 
that part of the harbour, which) being oppofite 
to the diredion of the mountain,, muft naturally 
fheker them on that fide. During the whole 
time I refided at the Cape, I indeed always re- 
liiarked that the hurricane was never by any 
means fo violent when the clouds remained in a 
ftate of ttagnation, and, as it were, fufpended 
over the fummit of the mountain : the fame 
circumftance happens in all the interior parts 
of Africa ; and every where, in fliort, where 
great heights oppgfe a barrier to this impetu- 
ous wind. 

About One in the afternoon^ j^<ig^^g that 

the cloud had attained its maximum of increafe, 

I retired from it in order to furvey it in a more 

I - favourable 
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favourable point of view, and ta afccrtain, if 
pofiible, its height. At a dii):anc€ it exhibited 
the appearance of a mafs of fog, forced toge- 
ther and comprefled by its pwn weight. Its ex- 
tremities, or upper and lowfer edges, were very 
apparent. I could perfedly cjiftinguifli where 
it terminated, and I can affirm that its height 
Was not more than fifty or fixty feet. 

The fliarp and elaftic air of the mountain 
had given me fo keen an appetite, that, how- 
ever refolved I, was to continue my obfcrva- 
tions during the remainder of the day, I was 
obliged to fufpend them for a while, that I 
aoright go abd take fome refreCbment in my 
t€nt; but fcarcely had I again entered the fog 
when I felt a light wind, exceedingly cold 
and cutting, which had not/ exifted in the 
morning. It was fo weak, indeed,' that I at* 
cribed it to the motion of the vapour, which 
continued ftill increafing. As it, however, oc- 
eafioned me fome inconvenience, and I was 
here lefs than any where elfe in a fituation to 
continue my refearches, I caufed my tent to 
be removed, and wenf to pitch it at the eaftern 
extremity of the plain. 

My negroes and my Hottentot being totally 
I 2 ufelefs 
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ufelefs to me in the buiinefs I was engaged iity 
I wias defirous of deriving feme other benefit 
. from them, by employing them, for the reft of 
the day, to feareh on the mountain for a pre*- 
tended monument, refpedling the exiftence of 
which I had long been tormented. 

Kolben fays^ that in 1680 the governor 
Van der Stel having made an excurfion to the 
Table mountain, in company with feveral 
ladies of the Cape, and particularly the lady 
of the governor of the Indies ; and being deft- 
rous of leaving to pcfterity a folemn monu^- 
ment of this party of pleafure, and; of the great 
efforts made by his young companions, he caiN 
fed to be ereSed on the fpot a column or pyra^ 
mid, with an inicriptioh proper to tranfmit to 
after ages the remembrance of his great name. 
.The author even enters into details, and relates 
particular circumftances of this journey, to in- 
duce the reader to give credit to it : but notwith- 
ftanding the diligent feareh made by my compa« 
. nions, they found not the fmalleft veftige of this 
pretended column ; >|rhicb, if the ftory of it be 
true, muft either have been deftroyed by time, or 
fome other hand inimical to fuch eredions. 

I ftill continued to follow all. the move- 
ments 
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«ii«K^ofthe cloud: Part ■ of k had detached 
itfelf^ soid^! pscffing throQgh the hollow which 
fcpaxates the Devil from the Table mountain, 
pBO(»cded -ta TcttJerbri the back -of the latter, 
vhiere it appearpd fufpended, as in a ftat€ of- 
^Agnfition,. without having any further coiixmu^ 
|iicat«)n W:ith.the grand mafs. About five 
^y^fik^hk detached part, feenaed to he prefled 
down, and/to have becomje heavier. I imagined 
that it ^as going to precipitate itfelf on thetown^ 
and to occafion there one of thofe hurricane^ 
fo common at the Cape in the months of 
March and April, but uncommon at the feafojnt 
whea I obferved it. I was, however, decdvei 
Without diminiftiing in height, it moved 
hejond the flat fummifr, defcended helow its 
£dges,and, winding along the declivity, rejoined 
the cloud at the Devil mountain, with which 
it became confounded, fo that they were agaia 
formed into one. All this was efied^d with- 
<)Ut the leaft diforder in the air. The harbour 
itfelf ceafed to be agitated by the wind ; and fo 
4miverfal was the calm, as to jnake me renounce 
xill hopes of a ftorm, with the fight of whLeh I 
-Oiould have been highly gratified ; but which, 
ibv its effeds, wQuld have afforded no fuch 
I 3 amufemesLt 
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amufcmcnt to thie inhabitaat* of the toT*m, who 
were not equaHjr Hitcreflfed m,maldiig;oBfor^. 
vatiotis on h. '' ' • 

The ajppcoach of night made toe feme 4- 
mends for rtiis difappointhieiit^ 1>y;(|jrafertaA;g 
a very different pidure, lefs uricommon^ in- 
deed, but perhaps more fablime thim-the gftod 
tiempeft with the fight of whidi J'had fiit4fereA 
*iyfelf. The pidure I meftn, tvas-^hefun 
fetting in the ocean. One rhight baVe faid, 
that it was the arrival of the mailer €f feature 
at the boandaries of the u brid. I few tWs 
globe of fife plunge with majefty" below the 
waters, and vanifti from my fight. How en- 
chanting was the fpedtacle he prefentedto iny 
aftonifhed eyes ; when, fweepidg the furfacc of 
the deep, he Teemed all of a fudden to embrace 
the abyfs, in order to regain, as Offian fays,ihe 
vaft palace of darknefs. On his approach, the 
weaves raifed their agitated heads to be gilded by 
his light ; but their colours, illuminated by his 
rays, infenfibly died away, and totally vahilhed 
the inftant he difappeared. The ocean was no 
longer enlightened, but the immenfe veil of 
clouds which h;ad colledtt^d on theeaft, ftill re- 
fleded his flames from its upper furface. Tbeil: 

whole 
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wh<4e .mafs, reprcfeHted.,^ipun.tains.of fnow, 
4i>d their tpp dUplayed 4 zone .refplendent 
•with all the colours of the. rainbow. This 
ipe£tacle lafted ©nly for a moment ; hut at the 
jdiftanee of jibput thirty leagues to the north, 
the Piquet mountains^ flill higher than the 
Tikhle mountain, retained, for fome time, the 
light on their majeftic tops, that feemed to pro- 
jedl from the purple and violet ground of the 
Iky. Th^y might have been ftyled light- 
houfes, deftined to enlighten the interior parts 
of the continent during the obfcurity of the 
night. How little is man to this exalted height, 
^nd how wretched are his paflions when he 
compares himfelf with immenfity! 

On the approach of darkaefs, the baboons 
had retired to their holes ; the vultures hajft 
quitted the plain, and returned to the rocks : 
fome fmall birds only ftill fluttered around me, 
and, fcattered over the fhrubs and the bufties, 
.were celebrating with their concerts the cloife 
of fo beautiful a day. Their fong died away 
!with the twilight j obfcurity gave up the moun* 
tain to, funereal birds of prey ; and I, thought- 
ful and melancholy, returned to my tent, 
which my people had already furrounded with 
I 4 a larg« 
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a large fire, for the purpofe of keeping at a dlff 
t^nce noxious and deftrudlive animals that 
fhun the light. 

I had reafon to exped that I (hould meet on 
the mountain wjth a kind of enemy ftill more 
dangerous than thefe animals : I mean thofe 
fugitive flaves who quit their mafters' habita- 
tion to refide among the rocks, and who take 
advantage of the night to plunder the neigh- 
bouring plantations. I had to fear, that fome qf 
thefe deferters might be concealed in my neigH* 
bourhood^ and that, favoured by the d^rknefs, 
they mrght attempt to furprife or attack me. I 
Jiad, however, taken theneceffary precautions; I 
was top 'vvell armed to dread fuch a combat; and 
the vigilance of nay three dogs, ftill more than 
my fires, enabled me to repofe during th? whole 
pight in fecurity. 

The fog became fo nioift that, when day ap- 
peared, I felt myfelfinmy tent quite pene-r 
trated with cold, nqtwithftanding a very thick 
ploak which I had wrapped round me, and 
with whif h I was entirely covered. If fuch 
was my fituation, it rnay be judged what niy 
people muft have fuffered. To recover fron^ 
, pxy Qumbnefs^ I determjhed to remove to 2^ 
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|Mift of the mountain where I conceived ther« 
would be no fog. lexpeded to find the fun there, 
as I had found him the preceding day ; but the 
cloud had partly covered him, and he did not 
make his appearance till he bad pafled the me- 
ridian. While waiting for his arrival to warm 
me, I traverfed the platform with my fufee, 
hoping to procure fome provilions, if I found 
any game in ray v^ay. I, however, faw only 
fome vultures, which, perched on the edge of 
- their holes, benumbed by the cold, and foaked 
with the dew, were alfo waiting for the fun to 
dry themfelves and take their flight. In this 
condition, they feemed to be incapable of mov^ 
ing their wings, and fuffered me' to approach 
almoft clofe to them. I killed feveral of them ; 
and when the fun had re-appeared, and I felt 
myfelf warmed, I ordered one to be roafted, 
intending to dine upon it with my people : 
but the fmell was fo difgufting, and the tafte fo 
deteftable, that I could not endure it. My 
two negroes alfo loathed it j and even my dogs, 
after having fmelled to it, turned away without 
touching it. My Hottentot alone ate df it j 
^n4 to }iim ;f w?ts tplgrable^ becauf? it was 

When 
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^ Witea we had dried ouriel^iss thorOHgtily^ 

we ftruok'Che tent^; and d^foepdmg'oa the Toutb- 

^{1 fide df the Table 4iiQVAUi% 1 HMtde mjr 

iivay %hi:oitgh the thorns ^od hufla^es to th^ 

XaLfe^-Lion's-headi; for&ch is the nonie .of a 

^oi>ntain, UBtfortua^dy <:elehmted by ii^mc 

ihipwfecfes^ aad very juftly dreaded by aa- 

ortoens. .To undeFdand tbis^ it myiLhe xc/zqU 

4e^d'(hat,)as I h^ve already feyeral twxes .ob« 

iferv^df th;ere ts another mountaia ^palled the 

LionVicad, which is aland'-mjkrkftQgili^scom- 

ingiroEfiL Europe to the Gape. TJtw ff^Ue H)^ 

taikes its name Aom t'he jrefemblaooe it i)i^ tp 

"the real -head, though it is not So hig^.j^^^od 

'this confoiJinity is fo much the aK>re daogeroos, 

:as^;ncafl: tshistnountain, there is:anojh^5, which, 

.termixvatir^g in a flat likje the Table, ^'epf^fpnts, 

«^hjee/een from^ diftapce at fi:a, the weftern 

fjjtce irf <he latter. In fqggy weather^ if the 

qpilot, de9:eived by ithis /Heiemblance, ^qiaJkcs 

towards the knd,»thinkii^.to enter the bay of 

ihe.^Gape, he is loft, as his veflel >is fure to he 

♦ftranded on the fand-banks of the flxore. There 

:is, however, a fure and infallible mark to.dif* 

.tipguifh them,, which I think it my duty. to 

point out. The Lion's-head is totally infulated 
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» 

oa the: aofctli 6de; the^ebeia^ only the back; 

part of tke Lk>B*moiintaui/ in that' quarter, 

thuttin flkow kfelf, and which is confiderably 

Iw^fec ;: while itfafe. falfe head ieemis-to adhere 

without ifttarrmptibn to a chakt df mcvuntftinli 

wSikh,'on the north, becomes united with the 

Ttble nskountain, and, on the fouth, extends to 

the poifot of Africa, where it forms, the pro* 

montory. In tery hazy weather, indeed, the 

mark 1 hare here pointed oiat hecomes ufelefs ; 

becaufe, tbt body itf the mountains being thea 

invoiTed in fog*^ their fammits only which are 

above the vapouirfcan fhow themfelvfes. But 

m that cafe there is another certain mark of 

dBftto(9:ion. The Lion's-head having on itft 

Bortfaern fide no other mountain fo high as iu 

fdf, its top muft be feen alone in that quarter j 

whereas the falfe head having, towards the 

north, other fummils equally elevated, thelc 

fummits and that of the falfe head muft be 

feen at the fame time. If the pilot, therefore, 

imcertain which of the two heads he perceives^ 

fees to the north of that head, and in the fame 

line, the tops of other mountains, he cannot be 

miftaken ; it is the falfe head which prefents 

it&lf ; but if he obferves nothing on the 

northern 



Digitized by 



Google 



124 TRAVELS IN ^ ' 

northern Tide ofthe pdrit, artd if of the motiBk 
tain$ lie diftinguifhes it be the laft towards the 
north, it i& tlad real head'; for the tamp- of the 
J^ion, which forms partofit, is'ldwVand when 
ieen cannot be miftctk^ri-. It wili readily be 
rcniarked that thcfe appearai!ic€«i::3n occur only 
to veffels which, coming from Europe or the 
Indies, find themfelves to the fouth Ward of the 
entrance of the bay : thofe which are more to 
the north have axjuite different view; and m 
that cafe it is impoffible for them to fee (he fiadfe 
liead, as they muft then perceive the mountains 
of the Cape,'fuch, aJmoft, as they are here rCf 
prefented ; for when I took the view of rhem 
I was upon Robea ifland. With regard to 
the other view, that wa^ aifo taken on my ar*- 
rival at the Cape ; but, the drawing having been 
torn in two, I loft a part of it. I have, howr 
^ver, fubjoined here the remaining part, which 
extends only to the Falfe Table. 
' I (hall not enlarge upon the impoftance of 
thefe obfervations : to publifti them is, in my 
opinion, ferviag the caufe of humanity ; and 
had my voyage, after fo much expence and 
fatigue, been produdive of nO other good than 
that of preventing ^ fingle (hipwr^df^ I fjiould 
: . : . have 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



-:!.:;)/■.:•:: ::,^ ': 



Digitized by 



Google 



^TE^^ or THE C^fVPE :n»OM ROBXM^ ISJLANI>. 




■ , I ^ 

yGdogle 



Digitized by ^ 



TAE^rS or THE Cj*r !EA30:NA!r SfLV. 



f 





' \ 



fifii 



% 



4 

Digitized by 



Google 



: A F R I C A< 125 

Ipplauded myfel^ during my whole Ufe 
idertakieg it- 

>m the Table mountain to the Falfe head 

ry where obferved, throughout the whole 

• of country that I traverfed, a great num- 

>f birds of the fpecies of the blackbird^ the 

\^ and the black and yellow bird ^^ ; and 

pafling the latter mountain^ a number of 

waters, of the kind which are found in the 

lern provinces of France, and in Italy. At 

ipe, as in Europe, thefe' charming winged 

Is are birds of paffage. They flew about 

loufands befpre me in the valley, and fettled 

locks on the buflies and fhrubs with. which 

\ covered. Under other circumftances, their 

ity would have been a fufficient motive 

me to feek for them, but at that time their 

juifite tafte was the temptation ; and with 

advantage afforded me by their numbers^ 

f few difcharges of my fufee dire(3:ed into a 

procured a fupply of provifion for myfeJf 

id people for a whole day. 

Their abundance in this place aftonifliedme 

le more, as I had obferved many birds of 

* See the note in page 259, Vol. I. of the Author's former 
Travels. T. - • ■ ' •'* "' 
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prtj of the hawk km^ whtth a«C4cked them 
without mercy. The valley abounded too 
with a procfigious quantity of green ferpents, 
of from four to five feet in length. It was the 
humidity of the foil that attracted thefe reptiles, 
which was alfo favourable to their increafe. The 
multitude and fize of them gave me no Kttle 
uncafmefs ; and I had the more reafon to be- 
ficve them venomous, as my dogs, which 
generally went before me in the buflies, now 
ranged themfelves all three behind me, and 
advanced with feeming fear. To affurc my- 
felfofwhat I had to dread from theft ene- 
mies, I killed one, and examining its mouth I 
faw with joy that they were not dangerous. 
For once my dogs were deceived ; their in- 
ftindl was in fault ; and I afcribed the error to 
the gradual change efieded in thefe domeftic 
animals by education : wild dogs I am certain 
would not have thus been miftaken. 

Another caufe of uneafmefs, ^nd one that 
appeared well founded, ftrll alarmed me : I 
mean the want of water on the tops of the 
tnountains which I intended to traverfe, there- 
by to proceed to the promontory of Africa. I 
was fearful I fhould be obliged to reiiounce my 

defign, 



Digitized by 



Google 



; : AFH re A.. ti^ 

jdsfigiiivti^ Umlghc vpthc^Anf ko^k iprrngp 
andftreamM^ or fonced W defc^idi cf«^titwall j 
from eimoeilcea to que^h Quc tbifft ia th^ 
Yallfiysj. Mrlwh vrould liavc occafioned at ^ 
fame time much fatigue and much lapguon 
WeJbad already enough to fuffer from, the con* 
tinual afcending and defcending req.uir^d ii| 
pai&ng from oxre mountain to another; without 
being ilill forced to repeat feveral times a-day^ 
utader a fcorcbing fun^ this laborious exercife* 
Happily however it was not neceffary. During 
the five dayg that my journey lafted, I. found 
in theelifta and holes of the rocks fome excel- 
lent rain water, and tbefefmall natural ciftems 
were fufHelently numerous, and had a fuiikient 
abundance for all our wants. 

From the foot of the Table mountain to the 
pointof Africa, thediftanceisgenerallyreckoned^ 
byth€commonroute,to be eight leagues; I made 
it, by my windings and turnings, from twenty- 
five to thirty : but I experienced no obftacle^ 
af>d I at length arrived at the formidable pro- 
moatory, themoft celebrated and moft ftormy 
of all thofe of the antient world* The dangers 
of a fea almoft always raging occafioned it to 
be c«lled^ by the firft Portuguefe navigators, 

the 
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the Cape of Tempefts ; a fatal appellatioi^ 
for which they foon after fubRituted the more 
confoling one of the Cape of Good Hopej 
when, upon opening to their fight the Indian 
ocQan^ it prefented to their barbarous a[varice 
the pofleffion and treafures of the richeft coun- 
try in the univerie* 

Placed on a fpot of the globe the moft fa* 
vourable, perhaps, for the grand fpedacles of 
nature j I had on my right the Atlantic, oft 
my left the Indian, and before me the South- 
ern ocean ; which, breaking with fury at my 
feet, feemed as if delirous of attacking the 
whole chain of mountains, and of fwallowing 
up Africa, To render more magnificent the 
fublime efieft of this pidurei I had only one 
wi(h to makej which was, to behold one of 
thofc tornadoes that gave rife to the fir ft apt- 
pellation of the promontory. For feveral 
hours I entertained hopes of this gratifkatioD, 
upon feeing long trains of fog ; raifed by the 
wind from the furface of the fea ; but my ex- 
pectations were foon fruftrated, and the air 
became fo pure and. calm that I could very 
clearly diftinguifti, at the eaftern extremity of 
Faife Bay, the famous Cape of Needles j which, 

when 
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Wlteh feamen have the ' misfortune to mif^ 
calcidke their longitude, fexpofes them to cer^ 
tkift (hipwreck, and> where were loft, lamong 
o&hers^ the ambafiadors feat by the king of 
SUm to the king of PottUgaL 

Not withftandingthie ferenity which pifevailed 
In the heavens, the fea experienced a degree 
ofagilaliom Its fwelling, Oppofed to feveral 
contrary currents^ rendered it alfo noify. The 
forgeishad not that majeflic r^uiarity^ in whidi^ 
in happier clime% we Xee them roll towanb 
the fliore $ there, one after another, to vantih t 
«i too faithful pL£iure of life, and of the anni*- 
hilaiioa which follows it ^ on the contrarjit, 
broken a^inft each other, tl^y daihed them^ 
fdves in confuficm upon thofe fiioals and rocte 
fo <rften buffeted by tempefh. 

As they reached the (hore, the waves thrt^ 
out a nuniber of fbeils, and, among others, the 
mautilm papyr^icem. Defirous of procuring 
fome of thefe univalves, fo delicate and teiidef, 
I went down to the fliore; but I foon per- 
ceived that none of them were perfed, being all 
either broken and mutilated, or elfe blackened 
by the putrefaSion of the dead animal. Ob- 
ferving fome alive, which the waves every 

Vol.1. K now 
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now and then prefcnted to our view, my peo- 
ple waded into the water to catch them j but 
the momeiat they approached their hands^ 
the ihdl inflantly funk, and, with^all the art 
they employed, rhey could not get hold even 
of one; the inftinft of the ammal fhewcd 
ilfclf to be more fubtle than they, and objiged 
tbiem to give up the attempt. Amufed as much 
as difappointed by this dexterity, I called my 
&Qiermeh, who returned not a little aflhamed 
at being out-witted by a fhell-filh. More fuc* 
eefsful than they, I had the good fortune to 
Jcill feveral marine birds of the fpecies of the 
iea-gull and fearfwallow. One of the latter^ 
^harai^erifed by a large bill jof the cokmr of 
tyed coral, will form among my defcriptions a 
new fpecies, entirely unknown to orpith«* 
^Jogifls, . ' 

Befides thefe birds. We faw foaring above 

the fea, and as far as our fight could extend, 

,a prodigious number of white boobies *, which, 

with their wings folded and their necks ftretch- 

ed out, fufFered themfelves to drop heavily 

* The fame fpecies has been defer iberf by BufFoh under 
the name of fmt de Bajfan^ See Us planches enluminith 
plate 278^ 
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from the ikyi like fo many maifes bflead^ 
upon the fifh i?vhich they obferTOd in the 
water.. At the fame time the albatroflcs and 
ifrigats, more nimble in their motions, feized 
their prey^ While bcufhing the furface of the 
wuves with an eafy and rapid flight; and the 
pelican, with his hugi body and broad-webbed 
feetj fwaih niajefticEHy along, filling his capa-< 
fcioiis gullet with the. fmall fry, which he fifhcd 
for with folemn gravity. Having, with a few 
flifcharges of my fufee^ difperfed all thefe 
winged tribes to a diflance, I retired; 

My taftie for new objeds led me to Avoid 
rttuming to the towii by the way I had come; 
I knew that in the neighbourhood- of Falfe^ and 
heat* Simon's Bay, there were banracks^ where 
k detachment of troops from the gaitifon was 
always ftationed. A pofl fd diftant from the 
Cape is a kind of exile, during a great part of 
ihe year, to the men who arc fent thither ; and, 
for this reafon j care is taken every thrqe months 
to relieve them. . 

At that time, the cpmmaridan^ of this dreary 

defert was an officer whom I had often had an 

bpportunity df feeing at the houfe of Boers. 

t was therefore defirous of paying him a vifit, 

K 2 and 
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sind of taking advantage of this occafion to t%^ 
aonine at leifure the bottom of the Bay. He 
iU3t only received me with cordiality, but,. upon 
die pretext that it w^s ncGeflary to arrange the 
^all coUedion of infeds and birds which had . 
been the fruit o£ my journey, prefled me ta 
ipend a few days wijth him. Wiihing to vifit 
Ca^ye Falfe, and the fhores oppofite the Bay, I 
accepted his invitation, and the next morning 
early afifhing-boat that I met with conducted 
me thither. In traverfmg this quarter, I beheld 
with aftoniihmeiit thofe immenfe hills of flidls 
and fimd whicb^manifeilly formed by the fea, 
afterwards ferved it as a flbtore, and are. at pre- 
sent at a confiderabk diftance from it. Thefe 
imdoubted monuments of its abode convinced 
me, that this £ea penetrated formerly to what 
n now a puprt of the main land, and that it rofe 
l&ere to a great height ; that it has fmce very 
(Gonfiderably retired, and, confequently, that it 
daily lofes ground, thoifgh it. appears that it 
ought daily to gain, by the frequency of the 
ftorms, and the violence of the winds, which 
faceffantly drive it towards the coafls. After 
my return from this trip, I fpent two days more 
with the commandants Six hours, at. moflf 

were 
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were all that would be neceflary for ra? to re* 
turn to the Cape by the ordinary route ; but { 
conteri^tcd myfelf with fending back the twp 
negroes, that had ' been lent me, loaded with 
the various objedls I had colleded, and returned 
myfelf by the margin of the fea-fliore, follow- 
ing the windings of the hays and creeks, be-* 
ginning at the point of the nautili, and ending 
on the fide at the weft. 

This journey, notwithflanding its Ihort du* 
ration, was attended with fatigues which I had 
not forefeen. At every ftep, fome obftacle or 
other was fure to intervene. Here a projefting- 
rock prefented itfelf, and there I was obliged to 
clamber a precipice with my Hottentot, ajQift* 
ing each other in turns, and continually, cdc- 
pofmg ourfelves to the riik of flipping, and of 
being thereby precipitated into the abyfs bclbw^ 
At one time, a rapid declivity oppofed our de- 
fcent, and we had no refource but that of com- 
mitting ourfelves to its mercy, by gliding down 
on our backs, in danger of being mangled and 
torn by our fall. At another, after much toU 
and labour, I found myfelf flopped by fome 
creek or piece of water, which, forcing itfclf 
between two high rocks, blocked u.p my paf- 
K 3 ^ - fage, 
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fage, and obliged me to make long an dweari-. 
fome turnings, the leaft inconvenience of whicl^ 
was a mortif7ing lofs of time. 

My journey, however, was at length hap- 
pily accompliflied. But it is not here that { 
fhall give the refult of it. The excurfion which 
tmade afterwards, as far as the tropic, enabled 
line to become acquainted with other circum- 
flances of a fimilar nature, and to convince 
myfelf, that not only the fouthern point of 
Africa, but alfo its interior mountains at a great 
diftance within the land, have in part been co- 
vered by the fea. At fome future period I 
fhall publilh my remarks and refiedions upon 

^ this fubjedl ; at prefent I fliall content myfelf 
with obferving, that the ideas I have here fug- 
gefted become fo evident, upon vifiting the 
coafts of the colony, that they have ftruck even 
the Hottentots themfelves ; and it is probable 
that the Table, as well as the two neighbouring 
mountains, and all thofe which form the chain 
extending to the promontory, were formerly 
an ifland, feparated from the continent by ai^ 

♦ arm of the fea, which reached from Table to 
Falfe Bay, and forihed a jundion between 
^hem. It is hardly pofEble to refufe to this 
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conjedure the force of truths when we fiirvey 
the low plain, and fee that it confifts of nothing 
but a mixture of faiidand ftiells half detom^ 
pofed. 

To this evident fa£l I (hall add another, 
which is, that this part of Africa, which 
I afErm, and with great reafon, to have 
been an ifland, has formed three very diftinft 
ones« I had a proof of this in croffing the 
chain of mountains of granite, of which I 
have before fpoken. I obferved- there two 
long defiles, lying in a diredion from eaft to 
iweft, and which, it is probable, were formerly 
ftraits. That which ends at the bottom of 
Falfe Bay, is ftill covered with a {and-hitl ; th€ 
other terminates a^ Baie^aux^Bois f woody 
bay. j To point them out to the reader, I 
have taken care to dot them in my chart* In 
fliort, being on dif^rent levels^ it cannot be 
doubted that they were formed at different 
periods. However ancient may be that epoch, 
there is one ftill more remote ; when the Table 
mountain itfelf, elevated as it is above the level 
of the ocean, feems neverthelefs to have been 
partly covered by its waters. 

As to, the natural hiftory of ^ this part of 
K4 Africa 
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Africa which 1 traveled, I will fteely confeft^ 
that I had formed of it top extravagant an 
iUea ; for, of bird^, I found no other }dn4a thao 
are to be met with ia abundance through the 
whole diilridt of Conftantia, Ronde-Bofch^ gnd 
Nieuw-land j where they may be obtained with 
lefs trouble than on thofe lofty mountiyi.ns^ 
which arefo difficult to be climbed. One alone 
feemed to prefer a habitation among thefe fteep 
rocks ; which was a particular kind Of wood- 
pecker, of the fize of our green wood^pecker, 
and with a reddifli belly. Nature, who does 
Dot confine herfeif to general rules, and who 
takes pleafure in attending to the minuteft 'de- 
tails, fporting with the fyfl^ms of our metho* 
dical naturalifis, has given to this red-bellled 
wood-pecker, habits the very reverfe of what 
are obfervable in all other birds that we know 
of the fame,fpecies ; for it never climbs trees, 
but petxrhes. itfelf^ like other winged animals, 
upon the branches, and feeks its food in the 
earth, into which it forces its bill, and its long 
tongue, armed with a dart, to drag out its 
yjrey, in the fame manner as other wood-peck- 
ers do on worm-paten trunks. 

ThQ oatdy quadrupeds that inli^bk thefe 
• . 6 heights, 
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beights, befide baboons, are the J^^k^ofth^ 
fjojtentots^ or, J^lip-fpringer of the Dutch 
planters, a fp^cles of antelope, fbuodonly pa 
the moft inacceiRble rocks, and of which I ihall 
fyedk ellewhere. In the low bottoms and val- 
leys, and particularly upon the bordere of the 
finall rivulet that pours itfclf intoi?^/^-iW^-J5(9/y, 
*r€ found fonie Grj/J-^or, and DuyXers^ two fpe- 
cies that I have formerly mentioned. 

Every evening I heard the roaring of hysenas, 
but I aever met with any of them in the courfe 
of the day. Once only I had a partial view 
of a panther, among the fand-hills in the neighs 
bourhood of Falfe Bay. I faw alfo fome par- 
tridges of that large fpecics, very improperly 
called at the Cape, pfaeafantsi Shrubs and plants 
arc very numerous onthe mountains; hut, of 
thefe enough has been already fatd by Thum- 
berg, Paterfon, and Sparmann. 

Upon quitting the lodging I had occupied 
at the Cape, in the houfe of Boers, I accepted 
one from Colonel Gordon, though it was pro* 
bable that my plans would fufFer me toremaia 
in it only for a very (hort time. 

Scarcely had I taken pofleflion of it, when I 
t>egan top repare for my d«paitui\p, and gitvc 

even 
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even fome orders refpeding my carriages and 
cattle : but the Colonel, who was acquainted 
with the country through which I was about 
to commence my journey, and who had travel- 
led over a part of it, flopped me in my career, 
by affuring me .that, if I departed before the 
rainy fcafon arrived, I (hould find only parched 
and barren deferts, where I (hould infajlibly 
die of thirft, with my whole caravan. 

This argument brought me to a determinar 
tioft ; for it was impofTible not to yield to the 
advice of a prudent and enlightened man, who 
fpoke from experience. My confidence in 
him was fo great, that I never even thought 
of objeding to what he faid. He had travelled, 
indeed, to the north of the Cape, as I was 
preparing to do 5 but, as it was not my in- 
tention to purfue the fame route, the advice he 
gave' Was by no^means applicable to me ; as, ia 
the end, I too fatally experienced. I caution 
future travellers, therefore, who fhall undertake 
a fimilar excurfion, not to follow my example, 
but to fet out from the Cape at the time of the 
intenfe heat, or, at leaft, fo to fettle their depar^ 
ture, that, during the fummer of the country, 
that is to f?y, frpo* Npvember to February, 

they 
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^hey may be in a higher latitude than that pF 
the frontiers of the colony. I fliall particur 
larife elfewhere my reafons for fpeaking in this 
manner, and the reldef will fee in what miC- 
fortunes I was involved by undertaking this 
journey at an unfeafonable period. 

It was then the month of January, and, 
agreeably to the advice of the Colonel, I was 
not to depart till May. By deferring it fa 
long, I could make my preparations at; my lei- 
fure, with more care, and even with more eco- 
jionay : another advantage was, that it would 
pnable me to complete, as far as poflible, a col- 
ledion of the animals of the colofty. My diC- 
after in the bay of Saldanha had confiderablj 
Injured this project, and now that it was in my 
power to finiOi it, I could not fuffer the oppor* 
|unity to efcape. 

Such of the Hottentots as I had retained In 
my fervice fmce my firft journey, were at 
Qrpene-KIoof, emplpyed in keeping and look-^ 
ing after my oxen. 1 paid a' vifit to my herds 
and their guardians, and had reafon to be fatit 
fied with both. Reniarklng however that^ 
^mong my cattle, there were thrte or foiir 
wrhich had bSentoc muth fatigued by their 

former 
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former cxcurfion, to be able to endure a fc- 
cond, I parted with them. Colonel Gordon 
lent me four excellent oxen, which he had 
brought back with him from his expedition, 
and I purchafed befides a new team thafcoft 
me a hundred and fixly-five rix dollars* With 
regard to my people^ they all not only fhowed 
the greateft eagernefs to accompany me, but 
had infpircd the fame ardour into fomfe of their 
comrades, whofe courage and fidelity they in- 
fured, and who had recjuefted them to beg that 
I would accept of their fervices. Could 1 fore- 
fee that fuch fair promifes would afterwards be 
belied? 

At the Cape, I experienced marks of kind- 
nefs from all quarters. The friends of Boers, 
become mere particularly mine fiace his de* 
parture, ftrove who fhould be the firft to oiFer 
me fome prefent, either to add to cay ftores, or 
to complete my equipage. The wife of the 
Colonel refeirved to herfelf the exclufive privi-^ 
lege of fupplying me wath fugar, and other 
neceffary provifions for my table ; whil? her 
buiband, military evei> in his gifts, begged me 
•to accept of a new marquee, and the ferv}cc$ 
of the tarmourer of his jegioient ito repair ?ny 

fufees. 
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fuie^s/ Van Gcnep, the poft captain,. who 
had fucceeded Staaring, ordered nie, from hil 
ftores, a moft beautifal tent, in place oi iny 
own, whicb), from the continual rains I had 
experienced in the country of Aiiteniqwa, kid 
become unfcrviceable. Gakin, (he ^^ois^man^ 
daat of the aitiilei?y, and ithi^i officers of the 
g;arrifon, feiit me a confiderarble quantity of 
powder. In fliorr, every perfon was defirous of 
giving me ibmething; and, from the gei»eral 
2eal difplayed in my favour, oae might hitvs 
fuppofed that my journey was a public enCer* 
prife, to which allthe inhabitants were bound 
to contribute according to their abilities. . 

I coniidered myfelf as honoured by the fmal* 
left trifles,^and made it my dnty to accept them* 
Among the prefents of this kind J muft men-* 
tion one ih particular, which was given me by 
the Colonel, and accompainied with fomii plea* 
fantry. If confifted of three grenadier: caps^ 
on the gilt copper-plates of which, lower thail 
thofe of the French, was reprefented the 
crowned lion tKat forms the arms of Holland* 
He was aware that thefe caps were > highly 
gratifying to the favages, and would gain m^ 

the 
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the good will of the hordes whofe chifef§ i 
ihould think ptoper to ornament with them. 

I employed* them for that purpofe^ as will 
h^iteafter be feen^ in (lifierent places in the in-^ 
terior of the country ; and I have often re- 
pettcd the want of objeds equally rare to the 
£tvag6Sy ^md which might have . facilitated an 
intercourfe that it would be vain to. attempt 
in any other way; In general^ and it clnnoC 
be too often repeaded^ it is only With toys, zi 
one may fay, that the friendfhip of men in t 
fiate of nature is to be conciliated; I arh filled 
with a mixed ientiment of contempt and indigo 
nation, when, in the accounts of travels among 
ikvages, I read hiftories of mafiacres and wars j 
of which, without a blufli, men ,o£tea avow 
themfelves the defenders, and which are exhi- 
bited to Europeans as ads of prowefs, defcrv^ 
ing of renown, and worthy to be imiutedx 
As for me, I have already faid^ that my reafon* 
ings upon this fubjed are very different : of thi$ 
the reader will be, more and more coflvincedj 
as he follows me in my travels^ Experienced 
its I ani at prefent, it would be eafy fot me fo 
\fsi condudi myfelf, as to avoid even' the thought 
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of an adventure that fhbuld coft the life of a 
fingle individuaU . It is in the name of hu- 
manity that 1 here exclaim againft the impu- 
dent pretenfions of thofe travellers, who would 
go to the diftancc of four thoufand leagued 
from their native foil, to fubdue by the fwori 
their felloe creatures, and make them ad6pt 
even their moft ridiculous follies^ By nature, 
man is neither good npr bad ; fociety alone 
can render him worthlefs* It requires no littli 
addrefs and fmcerity to diveft ourfclves all at 
once of our prejudices, and rife' to a level witlk 
thofe whofe confidence and love it may be ne« 
cefTary to gain. ' . -^ 

I did not delay, till the moment of my de- 
parture, to provide myfelf with merchandife 
for barter, which might be ufeful to me in my 
route. Whenever a veflel had brought any 
trinkets to the Cape, I procured an aflbrtment 
of them, and I had taken my precautions fo 
far back, as to be under no unealinefs on that 
hdad. My provifion of lead, tobacco, glafs- 
ware, nails, and, above all, knives and tinder- 
boxes, was ready; and, as my journey was to- 
continue longer than the firft, I had doubled 
the quantity, intending ftill to augment them 

fliould 
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fiiould the^re be room in mv waggons whea t 
fetout/ 

My kitchen utenfils haviog bcea already 
fuffident for me^ I did not think it neceiFary 
to make any addition to them, I only ex- 
changed a part of my porcelain fpr a few ar-i^ 
tkleft of the &m€ kind made of pewten I ftill 
jj^membieired the accident that had ha|[}pened to 
it> when the waggon that carried it was over-* 
turned in a river. Such conveniences are little 
jt>f tbjemfelves; but when cuftom has rendered 
t&em ncceflary^ we feel a degree of diffatisfac- 
tion at being reduced to a condition in which 
it is impoflible to procure them, 

I ought alio to mention here other articlet 
no lefs eflential, and of which I made ample 
provifion, I mean needles, pins, and tweezers, 
.with a quantity of riband, and fome dozens of 
Indian handkerchiefs, particulaily thofe of a 
red or blue colour. All thefe aiticfes, which 
the wives or daughters of the planters mo^ 
fantly afk from travellers, are neceSary tg gain 
their afiedions, and perhaps £>mething morfi 
when an opportunity offers^ I carried with 
me alfo, though very unreafonably,.abox fiUed 
with locks and padlocks, imagining that by 

thefe 
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Vhefc I might render a fervice to fome of the in- 
habitants in the inferior parts of the country : 
but what Would have afforded' me confiderable 
pleafure, in my firft journey, became ufelefs 
in this J as I found no occafion of giving away 
ia (ingle lock, except to a planter of Nameroo, 
'who accepted it, I believe, merely to oblige me, 
as I will freely confcfs I was ignorant myfelf 
where he could fix it> there being only two 
Openings in his houfe, of which one, that 
f&cved as a door, was fhut, during the night 
only, with an ox*s hide j and the other, ferv- 
kig as a window, was ciofed with the bottom 
t)f an old cafk. Laftly, knowing how much 
foiiff was in requeft among the women, I pro- 
vided toy felf with feveral pounds of it. How- 
ever minute thefe details n^ay appear, their 
probable utility to future travellers, who may 
undenake the fame expedition, leads me to 
confider it as an indifpenfable duty not to pals 
them over in filence. 

I had fent for Swanepoel to town, to take 
care of my packages, and to confult him re- 
fpedling my ftores. His knowledge in thefe 
matters was likely to be of ufe to me ; and in- 
deed he reminded me of certain occurrences 

Vol. L L that, 
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that, for want of the neeeffary took, had occaf- 
fioned us very great embarraflments. To guard 
againft limilar inconveniences, I appointed hinii 
infpe£tor-gerieral of all my preparations, charg- 
ing him to make a good aflbrtment of every 
thing likely to be ufeful, that vsre might be in 
warit of nothing by the way. After difcharg- 
ing the duties of his office, he repaired without 
delay to the horde ofKlaas, to inform him of 
the day of my departure, and to appoint a ren-- 
dezvous^in Swart-Land, at thehoufe of my friend 
Slaber, where I purpofed to aflemble my whole 
caravan, and where one of my carriages had 
been previoufly fent a long time before. 
. Of the Hottentots who had accompanied 
rae in my firft journey, there were only eight 
with whofe conduct I had been conftantly fa* 
tisfied. It was my wifli, therefore; to retain 
only thefe eight, and I gave them notice of my 
intention. In vain did the others come beg- 
ging that I would accept of their fervices ; I 
kept to my" refolution, and rejeded them. 
To fupply their place, Swanepoel, on his re- 
turn, propofed to me fome intrepid fdlows of 
his acquaintance, for whorii he became anfwer- 
able. Among them were two excellent markf- 

men. 
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ineh, who he thought might be ufeful, and 
•whom, indeed, I accepted without hefitatiom 

I had it in my power to have enlarged my 
tompany with feveral perfons more. As every 
one at- the Cape knew that my firft journey 
had been fortunate, that no other accidents 
had happened to me than ihofe which are 
unavoidable in fuch enterprifes j maiiy plan- 
ters and Europeans wi(hed to be my at 
fociates. 1 cannot repeat all the requefts that 
were made me on the fubjedi: ; but, faith- 
ful to my principles, and determined more 
than ever to remain perfedly free iri my ope- 
ratloriSj I fufFered niy relblutlon to be Ihakea 
neither by perfonal confideratioris, nor the 
faioft preffing importunities ; and, under differ- 
fent pretences, foftened by politencfs and civi- 
lity^ I found means to difembarrafs myfelf pf all 
my foiicitors; 

Among the number Was brie in particular 
6f the name of Pinar, a keen fportfnian, a gteat 
frequenter of the woods, and more efpecially 
celebrated for his dexterity in hunting ele- 
phants. This nian, who by his great exploits 
in this way had acquired a certain celebrity in 
the colony j ind of whom a hundred ads of 
La prowefe,^ 
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prowefs, each more wonderful than attoiheff 
were related, offered alfo to aq^ompany mej 
and, by the air of confidence with which be 
prefented hiiafelf, feemcd perfuaded that I 
ought to efteem myfelf happy in having^ with 
me a hero of fo extraordinary merit. I ven- 
furedy however, to thank him ; and my readera 
may judge for themfelves whether I was wrong 
in refufing him, when I inform them that, 
having had the misfortune to meet him on my 
way, he had nearly occafioned the death of my 
old Swanepoel. 

I was, however, tempted to make an ex- 
ception in favour of a young furgeon, wha 
was extremely prefling in his entreaties. The 
teilents of a man of his profeflion might, in 
cafe of need, have become particularly ufeful 
both to me and my caravan. - Bcfides, being 
obliged to -have an intercourfe vvith the favagc 
tribes among whom I was about to travel, I 
fliould have it in my power to adminifter ta 
them affiftance, by which I (hould increafe to- 
wards me their good-will and afFc^iori : nor 
could I refledl without pain on that unfortu-* 
nateGonaqua man, whom I had feen in his hut, 
abandoned to the moft dreadful torture, with- 
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out my being able, from my ignorance of me- 
dicine, to relieve his fufFeringa. 

On the other hand, I had to fear that the 
dangers and fatigue of the journey would be 
too great for the courage of my Efculapius. 
And what was I to have done, ihould that be 
the cafe ? I muft have returned the ianic way 
I came, till I arrived at the colony, in order to 
leave him in a place of fafety ; for I certainly 
fliould not have abandoned him to himfelf im 
the niidft of the deferts, 

lo this perplexity, I was ftruck with an idea , 
that appeared to remedy the inconvenience^ 
and preferve to each his perfonal independence. 
This was, to have a feparate carriage and efta- 
blifhment for him, in order that, fhould he be 
difpofed to return, he might do £0 freely, with- 
out interfering with or impeding my progrefs. - 
,An arrangement like this would h^ve placed 
us both equally at our eafe. I propofed it to 
him, adding, that my confent to his accompany^ 
ing me would entirely depend upon it: but it 
*ras not a? ceptedf aud I difmifled it from my 
thoughts. 

Among my acquaintance at the Cape, there 

W0:p fome who would fsuia have dilTuaded me 
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from my plan, affigning as a reafon the pretend? 

ed charadter of the African tribes, whom they 

reprefented as ferocious paonfters and cannibals, 

among whom I fliould fpon be infallibly de- 

ftroyed. But, flattering myfelf that 1 knew 

man in a ftatc of nature better than thefe fine 

talkers, whofe fuperficial knowledge had beeri 

derived from books deftitute of truth, I had" 

np dread of the danger that was ann,ounce4 

to me. I have had opportunities of ftudying 

human nature in its uncivilized ftate ; every 

where it lias appeared to me to be good; every 

where I have feen it alfo, when not irritated 

and treated with injufticis, to be'hofpitable an4 

friendly ; and I here afiirna, from the conyiaion 

of my heart, that in thofe pretended barbarous 

countries, where the whites have not yet 

rendered themfelves odious, becaufe they have 

never been there, it would have been fufBcient 

for me to hold oiit my hand in token of friend- 

ftiip, to make the Africans prefs it with afFec- 

tion in theirs, and receive me as their brother. 

If I wiflied to obtain any fervices from them^ 

or to barter with them, I had in my brandy, my 

toys, and my tobacco, very advantageous means 

of commerce. What black is there who would 
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not, with tranfports of joy, have yielded up to 
one every thing he had, for goods in the poflef- 
fion of which he wt)uld have found the moft 
neceflary objeds, and the moft delicious grati- 
fic^ations with which he was acquainted? I re- 
peat it then. If I have been thwarted in my 
projedsy they are not men, but the feafons 
that I aecufe ; the feafons, whofe unfriendly 
oppofition I began to experience from the mo- 
ment of my departure. 

At every time of the year the roads of the 
Cape are bad : and, if fuch be their orciinary 
(late, judge what they muft be when the rainy 
feafon commences. Scarcely had I proceeded 
a quarter of a mile from the town, when one 
of my carriages was dragged into a hole, and 
overturned in the mud ; nor was it poffible for 
my ten oxen that drew it, nor theex(ertions of 
my Hottentots, to flop its fall , 

In an inftant the accident was knowa at the 
Cape, and I was foon joined by a crowd of the 
inhabitants, fome attracted by ifaere curiofity, 
and others by a defire of being ufeful. I had, 
in reality, need of afliftance to place the car- 
riage on its wheels again ; for it was not poflible 
\» raife it without unloading it, and the boxes 
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vrcup fo large and fo heavy, that they could tiot 
be taken out and replaced ♦without a multitude 
of hands. It was necefTary even to empty 
them on the fpofe. Every one lent his aid j 
and, as my effedls were takea out, they were 
depofited round my carriages in fuch places 
as wer§ freeft from mud. In a little time, the 
whole furrounding fpace was covered with 
them, and every thing I pofleffed, expofed 
thereby to the view of the company. At 
length, my whole cargo was again put in order^ 
and I purfued my courfe; but not without 
many diftrefling refledlions on the part of the 
fpeftators, who, from fo unfortunate a begip,- 
ning, augured no good of my journey. 

Their predidions we^fe but too true ; an4 
I had foon re^fon to apprehend a full accom- 
plifhment of them, by a fecond misfortune 
which I experienced. 

The accident which happeaed to my car- 
riage had confqmed almoft the whole day. It 
was half paft three in the 2^fternoon before I 
could proceed ; the days were die flxorteft in 
the year^ and, if my carriages travelled ia the 
night, accidents ftiU more difaftrous might 
take place. To prevent this, I refolved ^o.ftqp, 

towards 
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(towards the clofe of the day* and I qaufed my 
pattle to be unyoked in Greem^Valey (green 
lake), about twp hundred yards from a plan- 
jEation. 

I obferye, in all the maps of Africa, and all 
the accounts of the Cape df Good Hope, that' 
^he Dutch word 'valey is tranflated valley^ 
The word vaky^ however,, fignifies a lake op 
piarfh, and not a valley, which in Dutch is 
klonj.^ - 

This was a manor plantation that belonged 
to the governor. His baas^ or oyerfeer, faw me 
arrive, and, while my oxen were unyoking, he 
ilpod quietly at his door ; but no fooner were 
they let loofe, than he gave orders to the Hot- 
tentots and negroes un<ler his command, to feize 
f hem and convey them to the farm. At that 
moment I had juft caufed a fire to be lighted* 
Surprifed at the condu£t of the flaves, I went up 
to the Qverfeer, and defused him to explain it. 
He replied^ that there were particular orders 
from government, which forbade, any planter 
. \o unyoke and turn cattle adrift within hia 
mailer's domains, and that, in confequence of 
doing fo, all my oxen were confifcated. Excel- 
lent logic for a knave devoid of all principle ! 

I waa 



Digitized by 



Google 



154 TRAVELS IN 

I was not a planter, and therefore the regu* 
lation could in no manner affe£t me. As a 
ftranger, I was pardonably for not knowing it; 
and befidics this privilege of a ftranger and a 
traveller, I had, from the governor himfelf, 
particular letters, in which he enjoined all the 
inhabitants of the colony, not only to avoid 
throwing the leaft impediment in the way 
of my journey,. and to allow me a free pafiage 
wherever my curiofity might lead me, but 
alfo to give me, by authority of government, 
every affiftancer I niight have occafion for. AfJ 
this I reprefented to the overfeer. I obferved 
to him alfo, that, when my oxen were fcized, 
they were in the downs, and confequently be- 
yond the privileged boundaries of the domain. 
In ihort, I complained to him of the uncandid 
manner in which he had behaved towards me, 
fince, inftead of giving me notice when he 
faw me imyoke, he contented himfelf with 
being a filent fpeflator, as if highly gratified 
by feeing me fall into an error, ' 

To thefe remonftrances he made no other 
reply, than that he had a right to confifcate my 
cattle : and in truth the capture would have 
been of fom? worth to him* Tired of his 

inicjuitotts 
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Iniquitous morality, I aflumed another tone, 
^nd, with all the energy that an honed man i$ 
capable of difplaying when heated by paffion, 
I gave him to underftand what a i*afcal I thought 
him. To this he made no anfwer ; but order- 
.ed his Haves to coiledl all my oxen, and con- 
.du£t them to another plantation of tTie gover- 
nor's, a league diftant. I could then no longer 
jcontain my indignation ; and clapping my 
double-barrelled fufee to my fhoulder, I de- 
clared aloud, that if any man dared fo much 
as to touch one of my animals, I would imme-^ 
diately blow out his brains. 

This threat had the defired efFedJ:, The 
|baa$ and his flaves, equally intimidated, re- 
jtiained quiet, without daring to ftir. In tliis 
attitude I left them ; ^nd, while they fcarcely 
ventured to move, I ordered my writing- box 
to be brought, that I might inform the fifcal 
of what had happened, telling Swanepoei at 
the fame time, ta take one of my horfes and 
proceed to the Cape with my letter. Upon 
hearing the word fifcal, the overfeer began to 
tremble : he was afraid that, fhould my com- 
plaint reach his matter, he might be deprived 
gfhia place. He begged me, therefore, to 

countermand 
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countermand the departure^ of Swanepoel j 
ordered his people to fet my cattle at liberty ; 
^nd apologized in the moft fuppliant manner 
for his condivfi, throwing the blame on th© 

. feverity of the orders he had received. 

What the knave faid of thefe orders was per* 
haps true ; for, if there are fervants of the 
greateft meannefs, there are alfo matters of the 
moft fordid avarice. This confideration pre- 
vented me from feeking to punifh the overfeer ; 
and, after all, when my oxen were reftored, 
what more had I to defire ? 

As I could not, however, perfedly depend 
on the motives which had dictated this man's 
excufes, I thought it right to be on my guard 
refpeding my cattle. To turn them loofg 
to feed during the night would have been run-f 
nlng the rifk, fhould the overfeer alter his rei» 

^ folution, of having them carried off without 
my knowledge : .or he would have charged to 
xnj account, and perhaps have exaggerated, any 
damage they might have occafioned, I ordered 
them, therefore, to be all made faft round my 
carriages, and I placed at hand fpme armed 
fentinels to defend them. 
Next iQornin|, ^threal^ of day, I proceede4 

on 



Digitized by 



Google 



A |J^ R I C A. tsJ 

oa my tonte towards Groene-Kloof (green val- 
ley), a canton fo named .from the beauty and 
excellence of its paftures. It is one of the 
Company's ports, where they fatten cattle for 
fupplying the butchers' in the town, and for 
vidualfing fliips in their way to and from 
India. The day following, after paflSng through 
Bavians-Berg andPaffen-Berg, I enteredSwart- 
Xand. Though the roads were ftill equally 
bad, they ceafed to be dangerous to my carri- 
ages, becaufe we travelled upon fand. Aflured 
that there was no longer reafon to fear theit 
"being overturned, and out of patience at the 
flow pace they advanced, I put fpurs to my 
iiorfe, and took the lead, in order to arrive be* 
fore them at the houfe' of my friend Slabei*. 

He was ill, and very much weakened by a 
violent dyfenteryj a difeafe' that in warm 
countries is always dangerous, but paptieularljr- 
fo to perfons advanced in years* I threw my- 
felf into his arms; he prefled me in his; and 
by the pleafure that fparkled in his counter 
hance, I faw that my prefence reftored, in fome 
toealtire, his ftrength, and ailleviated his pains. 
Thefe fymptoifls of convalefcence communi- 
cated delight to the whole family, and in- 
^ ^ 6 creafed 



Digitized by 



Google 



158 tRAVELS 1 fl 

creafcd the pleafure they fcenled to expericiic^ 
at feeing me again. In th? midft of their 
kindnefs and carefFes, Klaas came alfo to pay 
his refpeds to me*. J had appointed him a 
meeting at the houfe of Slaber, where he had 
arrived the evening before with fome Hotten- 
tots, his comrades, trufty perfons, whom hef 
had feleded to accompany me, and whom he 
accordingly introduced. The daughters of 
Slabcr thanked me, with the tendereft affedion, 
for the relief I had afforded to the fufferingsr 
of their father, and, to complete his cure, they 
befought me to fpend fome time with him.' 
In vain did I reprefent the embarraffment into 
.which they would be thrown by the numerous 
train that followed me : they redoubled their 
entreaties, and urged me with fueh tcrmsf of- 
, friendfhip, that I was obliged at length iff 
comply. How, indeed,? , could I reftft thefe' 
charming daughters^ who, foliciting in behalf 
of their father, alked^ as afavouri* what I ought 
to have confidered as a kindnefs to my feK? 

At the Cape, the European manners have 
.iatrodyced into fociiety tlie difFerent games' 
that are common in Europe : but thefe games^ 
are imkixowa in Uxc cplonles^ notwithftanding 
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the ina£live life and habitual idlenefs of thtf 
jlihabitants. Neither cards nor dice are any 
where feen ; their fole amufement i« the chace j 
and this, in general, they purfue with indo- 
lence, unlefs they have, as fpedators and com- 
panions, ftrangers who are keener fportfinei* 
than themfelves. 

I was, therefore, treated with the chace* All 
the fhootcrs of the neighbourhood were invited,- 
and for feveral days together we ranfacked the 
whole country around. Slaber's daughters, 
in the mean time, were not unmindful oftheif. 
gueft ; and never, even at the court of Aki-* 
nous, Was a ftranger the obje<3: of greater 
affiduity or more afFedlionate care. They ex- 
erted their fkill in paftry, and prepared for me 
cakes, bifcuits, and confedlionary, to add to 
my ftock of provifions : delicate morfels, which 
I ought to have referved for moments oFfa- 
mine, but which, after the manner of children, 
I was impatient Jto devour and fhare with my 
people. 

Thefe hunting excurfions prepared me for 
fatigues of a longer duration, and I imagine^ 
myfelf already engaged in them-, I had not 
ncgleded to arrange my caravan. Tokccuftom 

it 
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if poffible, tQ obferVe in this journey, I had 
encamped it at a diftance from the houfe, and 
placed it tinder the in^eftion of old Swahe-* 
peel. I recommended to him to difcharge 
his ofEce with the irtmoft fttidnefs, as if wfe had 
to dread fome hoftile neighbour. I did not 
fail to obferve it myfelf with the eye of a 
mafter; and I watched, with particular attend 
lion, the new comers that had been procured 
by Swanepoel: I was continually afraid I 
fliould have caufe to complain of thefe men, and 
that their ardotir might eool before I bad ail 
opportunity of putting it to the ^rial. , It ap* . 
peared of im^portance to me, to bring even mf 
oxen and horfes to the habits they were here-** 
lifter to follow, and for that reafon they wercf 
removed to the camp : my goats alfo wer6 
tied lip every evening round my carriageSi 
The much^^loved family of Slaber wert highly 
delighted with this fpedlacle, which was per-* 
feSly new to them j arid the girlsj patticularly^ 
often 'propofed to travel and encamp with me* 
Om of them rallied riie more obftiriately 
than the reft, and repeated, that nothing ought 
to excufe my taking with me a female corn- 
er patiion* 
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panion. Senfible flie wa$ far from being ia 
eorneft, I ftrenuoufly refilled all (he could urge 
oa this head, and with great gravity refufed 
the offers of one who certainly intended the 
boundaries of her father's farm to be the limits 
of her cxcurfion. However, it is not without 
ibme vexation and regret that I now feel this 
happinefs was wantinjg to render the enjoy- 
ments of my peregrination complete ; and that 
nothing was more eafy than to have departed^ 
fhared the toils of the journey, returned, and, 
in a word, lived with me. 

Though it was now the middle of winter 
according to the ideas of the inhabitants, that 
is to fay, the rainy feafon, we neverthelefs en- 
joyed for our hunting excurfions very favour- 
able weather, the rain not being fo frequent at 
this period in the mountains as at the .Cape. 
This muft be afcribed to the colledtion of clouds 
driven from the north towards the Table moun- 
tain, and which never fail to break over the 
town and its environs. We refided under a 
mild climate, and every day was more delight- 
ful than the preceding one., Thofe terrible 
fouth-eaft winds, which often defolate the 
whole country around, Jiad fltd from our at- 

Vot. I. M mofphere. 
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mofphcrc. The heavens wei« pure and fe- 
rene ; and I dclicioufly abandoocd myfdf to ^ 
the enjoyments of this fecpnd Capua. I be- 
came folitary and thoughtful. At the fame 
time I regretted to fee fo many charming days 
no better occupied than in killing infignificant * 
gam^, and was refolved to arrange matters for 
my departure ; but an unexpeded incident in- 
tervened ftill for a fliort time to delay it. 
/ Nothing could be farther from my thoughts ' 
at that moment than that unfortunate veflel' 
the Middelburg, in which I had formerly loft 
my whole property., when it was fuddenly 
brought to my recolledion by one of Slaber's 
fons, who came to tell me, that fome neigh- 
bours, having examined the remains of the 
wreck in Saldanha Bay, had diftindly per- 
ceived the hull of the veffel, at the depth of 
tyventy feet under water ; th^lt curiofity, and 
the allurement of the riches it might contain, 
had induced fome of them, who were expert 
divers, to plunge into the gulph, and that their 
labour and fearch had not been fruitlefs. Se- 
veral of them, he faid, had brought up fome, 
valuable pieces of china; and that, fince, new 

divers,. 
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<llv€fs, ^mboldeaed by their example, had ha- 
. zarded a fimilaf fub-aqueous pilgrimage, and . 
endeavoured to found the fides of this ijl-fated 
vefleU It was natural for me, who h^d loft in 
it the only treafures on which my hopes were 
founded, to put in a claim upon this oecafioa ; 
and if by my efforts I obtained only a piece 
of a rope, or forae wretched and broken fherds, 
they would have appeared to me precious re- 
lics, worthy of being carried away and prc- 
ferved in remembrance of my misfortune. 

The cargo of the veffel had confifted chiefly 
of porcelain from China and Japan. Other 
planters, as I have faid, in imitation of the lirft, 
had gone to fearch the wreck, and had been 
equally fuccefsful ; but the bufmefs, becoming 
at laft too arduous, had been abandoned. I 
was refolved, however, to revive the attempt. 
The calmnefs of the weather appeared to be 
favourable to the cnterprife, and I was the 
more eager to engage in it, from the opportu- 
nity it would afford me, if I fueceeded, of pre- 
fenting fome elegant porcelain to my fair 
hofteffes, as well as to fome of their neigh- ' 
bourjs, by whom^ during my vifits to Slaber, ^ 
Ma I had 
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I had beeft treated mzh great l»ndnefs and^ 
friendfhip. ^ ^ 

Accordingly, taking with me a party of my 
people and feme good' fwimmersi I fet out for 
Hoetjes Bay,,a'fmall crecfc into which ourftiip^ 
had retired when attacked by the Engliftv 
fquadron. I found the.Middelburg, as it had^ 
been defcribed to me, very near the ihorej ' 
about twenty feet under water, and its hull;, 
from the caimnefs of the.feai perfedlypercep*^ 
tiblel. 

Th^s calmnefs aided the operations of my" 
divers, and they entered upon the bufinefs witlr^ 
fo much alacrity, that it was not long before 
they brought up a number of lopfe articles) 
which I dkpofited with great joy on the (horcm 
With fuch prizes, however, they were not fatifr 
fied; though the tafk was fo difficult, as- the^ 
planters had experienced, that frequently, be- 
fore they fuccceded in an atterapti they were 
obliged to return feveral'times to the furfaceof 
the water to breathe. 

At the bottom of the fhip there were wholer 
boxes ; but they w^cre too heavy for the ex- 
ertions of a fingle individual to lift. M^iir-** ' 

while' ^ 
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'whik it would be highly gratifying to them to 
procure mc' one; and to accomplifh it, they 
ulevired the plan of diving two at a time, hold- 
ing one another by the hand, in order to laboiir 
together on the fame box, and raife it, if pof- 
tfible, by their joint efforts, one on each fide, 
The imanoeuTre fucceeded ; and I faw them 
*ihortIy appear with a complete box, whida was 
brought in fafetytto the UtoK^ 

Charmed with my treafure, and anxious to 
knx)w what it contained, 1 caufed it to be 
opened ; when I found, to my extreme fatif- 
fadion, a handfome fervice of difhes and plates 
of all fizes, well afforted. Other divers ha4 
fumiihed me with tea^cups, and fome^magnifi- 
cent bowls, equally valuable for the beauty of 
their fhape and their. extraordinary fize. But 
by.renMLining fo long iUnder v\^ter the colpur 
of this china was fo much altered, that the^art 
originally white appeared as if variegated .with 
artint of green ; and what was ftill worfe, it 
had contracted, from the famecauibyfo naUfeoU3 
and fetid a marine fmell, that thofe of my peo* 
pie who had opened the box, or affifted in 
emptying it^ were, as well as myfelf, ieized 
^itha Yomiting. Irom.this circumft^nce } 
Mj • ..loft 
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ioft all defire of purfuing any further my 
jrefearches. Befides, night was approach'- 
ing : my people therefor^, after wafliing 
the china, each took up his burdep, and we 
returned. 

Flattering myfqlf that this ftrange ftnell had 
not penetraled beyond the furface,. my firft care, 
on my arrival at the plantation, was to afcer- 
tain this by caufing fome cups and other ar- 
ticles to be imnaerfed for ^ while in boiling 
water mixed with aflies. I then wiped the 
veiTels thus lixiviated, and put fome tea in a 
tea-cup, fome victuals in a difh, and fome milk 
in a bowl ; hut they inftantly acquired fa de- 
teftable a tafte, and fo ftercoraceous a favour, 
as induced me. to believe that all my labour 
would prove to be fruitlefs. In vain were 
other means tried to deftroy this odour and 
tafte : none of them fucceeded, and I gave up 
the attempt. 

In my difpleafure I had forgotten the bowl 
of milk; and upon my going to fee it, two hours 
after, I faw with aftonifliment that it wfes turned 
to a curd. It was to be prefumed, that every 
other article of the china would have the fame 
flu^ity. I tried two others, and examined by 

my 
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my watch what time they would require to 
produce a fimilar efFeft. In fourteen minutes 
the milk was curdled, and, what was remark- 
able, it had no bad tafte. This fa(9: fupplied 
me with as ufeful hint. It told me, that in 
the courfe of my journey I might fpeedily and 
whenever I pleafed have new cheefe ; and the 
difcovery was of top much importance to rne 
hot to take advantage of it. During my firft 
€xcurfion a fortunate incident of a like kind 
liad fupplied me with butter, my milk having 
\)een changed into that fubftance merely by the 
jolting of my carriage. From my cows and 
my fhe-goats I fhould now be able to procure, 
without difficulty, butter, cheefe, and whey. I 
,<:arried with me, therefore, four of the bowls, 
tvhich fcrved me during my whole journey. 
They did not, indeed j retain their virtue in its 
full force J after four or five months it dimi- 
nifhed, and the milk was curdled more flowly ; 
there were times even, according toihe degrees 
of temperature, when the efFe<3: was not pro- 
duced in lefs than five or fix hours ; but it was 
fure to take place, and did not entirely ceafe t.ill 
the end of fix or fey'en ..months. The veflels, 
however, never loft their difagreeable marine 
tarte. 

M4 Pre- 
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Prcvioufly to my quitting the Cape, I had 
prepared feveral letters for my family, in which 
I informed then^of my intended fecond expe* 
dition, and the means I had devifed for. carry- 
ing it into effe£t* It was not poflible to tell 
them the precife route I ftiould follow, becaufe 
I was igporant of it myfelf, as it would depend 
entirely upon local circumftances, which might 
happen to favour or thwart my.wiflies. I 
merely faid, that my plan in general wa$to 
crofs, from fouth to north, the whole conti- 
:nent of Africa, and then to return to Europe 
by the way of .Egypt if the paffage of the Nil$ 
was open, and if not, by the coafts of Barbary ; 
that this enterpirife, from the bed calculations 
I could make, would require fix years j and 
that as, during that period, no opportunity 
might offer for writing to them, they ought 
not to be alarmed at my filence, 

Thefe letters I had refolved not to fend till 
it fhould appear that no farther obftacles woul4 
fland in the way of my journeyt When fure 
of this, I immediately difpatched Swanepoel to 
the Cape with them, requefting Colonel Gordon 
to forward them, to their place of deftinatioo 
by the firft neutral veffel that fhpuld fail. 

On his reiprn, Swanepoel brought me one 

from 
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feom the Colonel, in which, as a new tellimony 
of zeal and attachment, he had iketched out^ 
point by point, the courfe I ought to purfue. 
Having himfelf made the fame expedition 
with Lieutenant Paterfon, he knew the places 
where water was to be found, and he obligingly 
pointed them out. Not content with this fer*. 
vice, great and important as it was, he foiight 
to render liie another, by procuring me the ac- 
quaintance of two perfonages, extremely de-* 
Arable in an excurflon like mine ; the one a 
ptaiQter, of the name of Schoenmaker, who 
Kved after the Hottentot manner among the 
iatrages; the other a mulatto Hottentot, who 
^kewith fluency the Nimiqua language, and 
Who would, on that account, be Angularly life- 
jfbl, if I could prevail on him to accompany 
xiiet To each of thefe ipen Colonel Gordon: 
wrote a feparate letter recommending me ta 
their care, arid he fent them to me unfealed, 
begging I would read them to the parties. It 
cbuld indeed be no eafy tails; to find in their 
deferts two fuch wandering and unfpttled 
beings ; but fo minute were the Colonel's di-- 
redions, and fo laborioufly had he pointed out 
the jneans of tracking them, as I may fay, that, 
\ X arrived 
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arrived' In their cantons, I fucceeded, thougli 
not without difficulty, in my fearch. 

How ingenious are the devices of friendfliip ! 
And can I ever fufficiently acknowledge my 
obligations to that of Colonel Gordon in this 
inftance, to which! owe not only my own life, 
but the lives of all my people ? It was in the 
midft of a dry and burning defert,when obliged 
to abandon my waggons and effeds, after fee- 
ing all my oxen, one after another, perifli with 
thirft, when reduced, with my poor comrades, 
tothedeftitute fituation of havipgno other drink 
than the milk of my goats, and when inevitable 
death feemed to await alike both them and 
me — it was in this extremity I called to mind 
the planter and Hottentot to whom his provi- 
dent kindnefs had recommended me. Guided 
by his inftrudions, I entered upon the purfuit 
of ihefe men ; I found them, and we were 
faved. But let me not anticipate moments 
of anguifli, of which the recollection will 
be fufficiently bitter when I come to defcribc 
them. 

. What reafon had I then to applaud myfelf 
for the precaution I took, and which daubtlefs 
fome good genius fuggefted to me, of increaf- 
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iangf while, at the h6ii(e of Slaber, the n^mbet 
of my goats ! I purchafed feveral in the neighs 
bourhoody and. particularly young ones^ which, 
though they afforded no milk as yet, would 
foon become more exuberant than their mo- 
thers. I added alfo to my ftock of cattle three 
tnilch cows. Among the articles too of do- 
meftic confumption, I provided myfelf with a 
few facks of flower : not that I flattered myfelf 
during my journey to be fupplied thereby with 
frefh bread ; fuch an expedlation would have 
been madnefs j but it would be poflible at leaft 
to have foups, paftry, and cakes ; and thefe 
would be a fort of fubfl:itute. Every habit to 
which we accuftom ourfelves becomes infen- 
iibly a want. ^ This I had particularly experi- 
enced in the beginning of my firft journey. 
To be all at once totally- without bread had 
been extremely painful t9 me; and I hoped 
now, by means pf this flower, gradually to 
wean myfelf from the cufl.om, in order to be 
prepared againfl: a day of neceflity. Befides, 
if circumfl:ances proved favourable to the mak- 
ing of bread, I had the wife of Klaas, who 
might render me this fervice. She had accom- 
panied hipi in our gxcurjfion, with the hope 
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that,:pafling near thexountry where he had fisft 
met with her, I (hould procure her an oppo9-, 
tunity , of feeing ^galn her horde and hx 
^friends. In the eyes of a cit, this love of cqui>* 
try, in favages whom he difdains, and whole 
<exiftence appears to him a ibene of uniform 
wretchednefs, will doubtlefs be regarded as imr 
f robable. He will conceive that there can be 
no happinefs but in towns, and none of this 
patriotifm except in places where there are to 
he obtained what he calls the conveniences of 
life, that is, the gratification of wants which 
lie has created l^imfelf, and which afterwards 
become necefiaries. 

I had fixed the 15 th of June for my de- 
parture from the habitation of Slaber. Qp 
the 14th I made a general mufter of my equi- 
|)age and my people. Including the wife of 
Klaas, and my infpedtor-gener^l Swanepocl, I 
had altogether nineteen perfons, thirteen dogs 
in high condition, one male and ten .female 
0oats, three horfes,x)f which two, .handfomely 
caparifoned, were thofe given me by Boers ; 
three milch cows, thirty-fi^ draft oxen for my 
three waggons, fourteen for relays, and two tp 
carry the baggage of roy Hotientqts. Thefe 
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fifty head of horned jcattle were fufficient for 
the prefent fervice ; but I meant to increafr 
them as it fhould become neceflary, and as- 1 
advaneed farther from the colony, where,: ia 
the way of barter, I fhould be able to purchafe 
^em at a cheaper rate. Tte cock that, in my 
firft journey, had afforded me intervals of plea- 
&re, fuggefied the idea of having one again, 
and, that it might be happier than my ocher 
had been, I gave it ai mate; Laftly, for my 
amufement, and, I may alfo fay, for fociety, I 
tpok my ape Kees^; Kees who, chained up' 
during my abode at the Cape, had apparently 
loll his gaiety, but who from the moment he 
regained his liberty gave himfelf up to fporto 
and anticks that were extremely diverting. 

Such was the company I afTociated in my 
cnterprife, and which I had concipived to be 
n^ceffary,. either to infure its fuccefs, or for 
the purpofe of affording me fbme pleafant re- 
laxations. 

Next morning every thing was leady^for my 
departure, according to the orders I had given, 
and my people were waiting only for my 
fignal to. begin their march. Whilft I was 
bidding a^ painful adieu to, the Slabers, and 
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tfhilc my heart fwellcd with affediionatc gfai-» 
titude, I a thoufand and a thoufand times enx« 
liraced the kind family^ who till that moment 
had continued to load me with marks of friend- 
ihip and care, and from whom I thought my- 
felf about to be feparated for even When oft 
the very point of quitting them, the young men 
of the neighbourhood prefented themfelves to 
take leave of me, and to afEft at my departure.. 
Such is the etiquette of the country, whea the 
inhabitants wifh to teftify their refpe^. for thofe. 
whom they efteem. The whole troop faluted 
me with a difcharge of miifketry ; and I, who 
expeded fuch a teftimony of politenefs, re- 
turned it by ianother from my Hottentots* 
"When I mounted my horfe, thefe young peo-» - 
pie accompanied me on horfeback alfo tp the 
diftance of above a league. At length, being- 
obliged to feparate, and having mutually 
fhaken hands, I was again faluted bya gene- 
ral difcharge, to which I replied by firing my 
own piece, and caufing my people to fire theirs^ 
To fpeak the truth, I regretted the lofs of my 
gun^powder wafted in this manner to no pur- 
pofe ; but cuftom required this facrifice, and I 
could not avoid it without a breach of polite-* 
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nefe, and withont offen^Ung men who volun-' 
tarily conferred upon me the greateft honour 
which- the prejudices of their country allow 
them to pay. Some of the, planters in the 
neighbourhood of the Cape keep fmall cannoi^ 
on purpofe for fuch falutes. 

In the fouthern part of Africa it is eafy to 
make long marches during the fine days of 
fumpicr, that is to fay in January, when the* 
day confifts of fourteen hours; but at the folftice 
in June, when the fun is in the northern he-, 
mifphere, the days being only nine hoars and 
a half, the length of the night will not allow a 
traveller to advance as faft as he might wifliJ 
Such was nearly the period at which I fet out. 
Befides, being obliged to traverfe the qolony, I 
had reafon to expert that I fhould be every 
where retarded by th6 importunity and polite- 
nefs of the planters ; and indeed this wa« the 
cafe the' very firft day. * I had propofed to en- 
camp near the refidence of Louis Karften ; but 
that*worthy and refpedable planter, of whom 
I have had occafion to fpeak in my firft jour- 
ney,' and at whofe houfe I pafled fome agree- 
able moments during my ftay at Saldanha Bay,, 
fecoaded by his wife and eight children, among 
» • whom 
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iivhom were four handfome daughters, came^ 
with the ufual falutcs, to invite me to pafs the 
night under his roof ; and I could not refufe. 
However, in my next day's journey, to fave 
both my time and my powder, I fipmly re- 
jeded every folicitation of this kind, and 
pitohed my tent for the firft time ; but as there 
had been a heavy fall of rain, and as, if it con« 
tinned, I might be flopped by the overflowing 
of the Berg-rivier, I haftened to encamp the 
fecond day on its banks, and the day following 
I happily left it behind me. 

This river, which has its mouth in St. He- 
len's Bay, but according to Kolben much 
higher up, bounds, on the eaft and north, the 
diflri£b called Swart-Land (black-country), 
though the foil is far from being of that colour ; 
on the contrary, it is fandy, and yet produces 
grain of all forts except oats, which grow no 
where in the colonies, and in place of which 
barley is fubftituted for horfes. In Swart-Land, 
thefe animals have na other food with their 
barley but chopped ftraw. In fummer, there- 
fore, when grafs is fcarce, on acqount of the 
rivers and flreams being dried up, the planten 
are obliged to remove their cattle to diftrids 
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tiers parched, and" to fc^ep at home only thofe 
abfolutely neceflary either for tilling the land 
^r conveying their corn to the town. 

Every kind of large game, without except- 
ing even the elephant, was found formerly in 
this country. At prcfent nothing of that 
fort is to be feen but a few bubels, and very 
rarely fome pafans. The planters, by fettling 
here, have deftroyed or driven away all 
the reft. With regard to fmall game^ fuch 
as the fteen-bock, the duyker, the grys-bock, 
hares, partridges, &c, it is ftiil very abun- 
dant, and, perhaps, too much fo for the hap- 
pinefs of the country ; fince it draws thither 
hysenas, jackals, leopards, panthers, and above 
all, wild dogs, which are a real fcourge to 
the flocks in this diftndl:. The lion feldgrxv 
makes his appearance here. Either from 
haughtinefs or prudence this animal fhuns in- 
habited places ; as if afraid of cxpofing him- 
felf in an unequal conteft, where his courage 
and his ilrength would be oppofed by fire- 
arms. ' 

To the north-eaft of Swart-Land is the 
charming and fertile diftri<9: of the Twenty- 
fout-Rivers. With frefh pleafure I beheld this ' 

Vol. I. N ter- 
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tcrrcllrial paradife of Southern Africra ; th6fe 
fmiling plains which I have elfewhere de- 
fcribed ; and thofe odoriferous groves of orange ' 
and (haddock trees, which feparate the habit- 
ations from each other, and which make us re- 
gret that they are thereby too frequently broken 
and difcontinued. 

Though determined, agreeably to the refo- 
lution I had formed, not to Hop at the hioufc 
of any planter, I could not however difpenfe 
with paying my relpeds, as I pafledj to Hans 
Liewenburg, a rich land- holder, who on ra* 
rious occafions had treated me with confidcrH 
able kindnefs and efteem, and with whom 
I had lodged in my preceding excurfion through 
this diftri<a. Though Liewenburg, as well as 
tis neighbours, employed the moft preffing fo* 
Ikltations to detain me, I refifted a long time ^ 
but it was impoffible not to comply, when 
* one of his fons, uniting his entreaties tq thofe of 
his father, promifed to afford me an oppor-, 
tynity of killing two magnificent birds, which, 
were continually feen near the plantation. At 
firft, this vague promife appeared to me to be 
only one of thofe ingenioiis ftcatagems which . 
politenefs fometimes allows itfelf ta employ, L 
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""put therefore feveral queftions to the young 
man, bagging him to defcribe the birds la 
queftion ; and he did it in a manner fo clear 
and Co natural, that 1 readily diftinguifhed in 
the defcription the anhinga, an uncommon 
bird which I had not yet feen in Africa, 

This difcovery attacked nle, fo to fpeak, on 
my weakeft fide. From that moment I was 
not at liberty to rfifufe ; and I granted, to my 
fhame be it fpoken, to two birds, whicli I was 
not yet fure of getting, what I had fefufed to 
the follcitations of friendfhip. 

Next morning I reminded my young man 
of his promife, and he condudfed me towards 
a tree that was commonly frequented by thefe 
birds. I foon found that I had not been de- 
ceived in my conjectures ; I adually perceived 
two" ahhingas, but of a particular fpecies, 
different from the two peculiar to America, and 
from rhat of Senegal, defcribed by Buffon, The 
young man, who had £br a long time obferv^d 
their,habits, told me that it would be neceffary 
for me to retire, if I wifhed to take a fure and 
advantageous aim. He conduced me, there- 
fore, to a diftance of about two or three hun- 
dred paces from the tree ; made me conceal' 
N, 2 my- 
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myfelf, and returned to the fpot himfetf, to pat 
them to flight, when, he aflured me, they 
would undoubtedly pafs OTer my head. His 
conjefture was, however, not verified : thefe 
birds, more cunning than we, had perceived 
our ftratagem j and feeing but one perfon, in- 
Head of two, they fufpeded that the abfencc 
of the other was to be dreaded, and accord- 
ingly flew off in a different diredlion. By 
fearching the environs, it would probably have 
been eafy for me to find them agaiti ; but then 
Ifliould have run the rifk of rendering thera 
more fhy, and of making them, perhaps, de- 
fert the country, Befidcs, I was not wiHing to 
fire at the one, till I fhould be certain that my, 
fecond (hot would bring down the other* I 
deferred the excurfion, therefore, till after din- 
ner, and we returned to the houfe^ 

In the evening, juft before fun-fct, I again re- 
paired to my lurking-plaee ^ and that I might 
not be obferved by the aniiingas, I went thither 
- dircdlly, while young Liewenburg, on his part, 
proceeded alone to the tree. This time the de- 
ception fucceeded : the two birds, having no 
caufe of fufpicion, paffed me at the diftancp ef 
'twenty pax:es> and by means of my doublc- 
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, barrelled fufee I brought thfem both to the 
ground. 

Become poflefTor of an object fo valuable in 
nay eyes, could I quit abruptly, after 1 had ob* 
tained it, the con^plaifjint hofts to whom I was 
indebted for it? No:— gratitudp, fricndfliip, 
and even decency, required that I fhould re^ 
main fome days with them, and I obeyed the 
dilates of thefe fentiments. 

Though I referve for my ornithology the 
particular defcription of thefe birds, J cannot 
refrain from giving the reader a Abort fketch of 
it. The denomination of Slange-HaU-Voogely 
(fnake-necked bird), which my Hottentots 
gave to the anhinga, charaderifes it in a very 
fimple and accurate manner. Bufifon, who 
was equally ftruck with the conTormatipn pecu- 
liar to birds of this kind, has delineated them 
by a fimilar expreffion. '' The anhinga/* fays 
he, " exhibits a reptile grafted on the body of 
" a bird." Indeed there is no perfon, who^ 
upon feeing the head and neck only of an an* 
.hinga, while the reft of the body is hid among 
the foliage of the tree on which it i^ perched, 
would not take it for one of thofe ferpents ac- 
cuftomed to climb and refide in trees ; and tht 
' N 3 mif- 
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iniftake is fo much the eafier, as all its toitucus 
motions fingularly favour the illufion. 

In whatever fituation the anhinga may he 
feen, whether perched on a tree, fwimming in 
the water, or flying in the air, the moft appa- 
rent and remarkable part of its body is fure to 
be its long and flender neck, which is con- 
tinually agitated by an ofcillatpry motion, un- 
lefs in its flight, when it becomes immoveable 
and extended, and forms with its tail a perfedly 
{bright and horizontal line. 

The true place which nature feems to have 
afligned to the anhingas, in the numerous clafs 
of the palmipedes, is exadly between the cor* 
morant and the grebe ^. They partake indeed 
equally of both thefe genera of birds, having 
the ftraight flender bill and the long neck of 
the latter ; while they approach the former by 
the conformity of their feet, the four toes of 
which are joined by a fingle membrane. They 
partake alfo of the cormorant by their flight ; 

* Tl^ls bird is called by Willughby, the Greater .Loon, 
or Arfefoot } by Edwards, the Greater Dobchick 5 and by 
Brifon, Col ymbus and Grebe, of which he enumerates 
eleven difl.in£l fpecic*. See his Ornithologie, vol. yi. 
page 33. T, 
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haying like it the wings larger and fitter fo^ 
the purpofe, than thofe of the grebe, which 
arc Iliort axid weak% The tail of the anhingas 
is lextremely long : a charad,eriftic very Angu- 
lar and remarkable in a water fowl, and which 
ought, it would feem, to render them totally 
. difiinft from diving birds, which, in general^ 
have lit);le or no tail. 

Cy this trait, they approach ftill nearer to 
the' cormorants*; for though the tails of the 
latter are (horter, the tails of both have a great 
r^femblance to each other,v{ince their quills arc 
equally ftrong, elaftic, and proper to form a 
rudder when thefe fowls fwim through the 
water in purfuit of fifh^ which conftifute their 
principal nouriftiment. When the anhin]ga 
feizes a fifti, he fwallows it intire if it be fmall 
enough, and if too large he carries it off to a 
rock, or the ftump of a tree, and, fixing 
it under one of his feet, tears it to pieces with 
his bill. 

Though water is the favourite element of 
this bird, it builds its neft and rears its young 

* At the Cape there arc four kinds of ccrmorantsi 
oQe of whifh has a tail almoft as long as that of th^ 'an« 
hinga, 
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dtt rocks and t Acs ; but it takes great care td 
place them in fuch a manner that it can preci- 
pitate them into a river as foon as they are able 
to fwim, or the fafety of the little family may 
tequire it. 

There are, in general, few animals fo fierce 
And fo cunning a^ diving birds; but, in my 
opinion, the one I am defcribing furpafies iti 
fagacity all the other fpecies, particularly ^feen 
furprifed fwimming ; for it is then very diffi- 
tult, I may fay indeed impofTible, to kill it, aS 
its head, which is the only part expofed, 
plunges and difappears the iriftant the flint 
touches the hammer of the fufce j and if once 
miffed, it is in vain to thinks of approaching it 
a fccond time, as it never fliows itfelf morci 
but at very, great diftances, and then only for 
the moment neceffary for breathing. In fliort, 
fo. cunning is it, that it will often baffle the 
fportfman^ by plunging at the diftancc of a 
hundred paces above him, and rifmg again to 
breathe at the diftance of more than a thoufand 
paces below him ; and if it has the good foiv 
tune tb find any reeds, it conceals itielf there, 
«nd entirely difappears. 

The male anhinga, of which I here fpeafe^ 
4 diiFers 
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difiers from the female, which* 13 fmaller, in 
having the whole under part of the body, frodi 
the breaft to the root of the tail, of a beautiful 
black, while the latter fc^as the fame parts of a 
yelfow ifabella colour.' It has alfo, on eact 
fide of its neck, a white ftripe, which extends 
from the eye to the middle of its length, ai^d 
interf^ds a reddiOi ground. A very fingular 
charadteriftic, common to all the anhingas, is 
that of having the feathers of the tail deeply 
ftriated, and as it were ribbed. I ihall pals 
over other fmgularities, which will be found 
in my general defcriptions. 

During the time I refided at the houfe of 
Liewcnburg, I chiefly employed myfelf in 
again traverfirig every part of thediftridt The 
family, according to the cuftom of the coun^ 
try, exerted themfelves to procure me oppor- 
tunities of enjoying the pleafures of thechaccj 
and, in conformity with the fame cuflom, 
the neighbours were invited to join in them. 
We killed a great quantity of fmall game, par-i^ 
ticularly wood-cocks, which are very numerous 
on account of the abundance of rivers that every 
where form fmall marflies ; aiid we wandeied 
over thofe high mountains which are the boun* 
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daries of this delightful country. The fides 
of thefe mountains are covered with large 
trees, and among thefe we fell in with a pan- 
ther, which my dogs roufed from its den 
among the rocks. In an inflant, and at one 
leap, it fprang to the top of a tree, twenty feet 
in height above them ; and as the briars and 
fallen trunks which lay extended On the ground 
retarded the quicknefs of my pace, I could 
not get within reach of it time enough to fire, 
which afforded it an opportunity of efcaping 
from tree to tree, as faft as it could have done 
on an open plain. Befides the antelopes of 
which I have fpoken, we found in the canton 
of the Twenty-four Rivers a number of zebras, 
pafans, bubels, and oftriches, which muft be 
bunted on horfeback ; but the ground is fo 
covered with buflies, and fo encumbered by 
the arched nefts built there by the termites, 
or. white ants, that it is very dangerous to 
purfue theni full fpeed, as the velocity of thef§ 
animals requires. ^ 

Naturalifts have for fome time pall made us 
ajequainted with this fpecies of ants, which, ad- 
vancing under ground like miners, conftrud: 
fpr then^elves^ at certain diflances, a fort of 
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domeor arch fcveral feet in height. Smeathmaa 
communicated many years ago to the Royal' 
Society of London a very minute defcription of 
tli«m,' a tranflation of which has been inferted' 
in the French edition of Sparman's Travels by 
the editor. In this account we are told of the 
heightand figure of the domes con ftruded by the 
termites j of the dangfer experienced by habita« ' 
tions in the neighbourhood of thefe infedls ; ' 
and of the deftruftion they frequently occafion^ 
fo as to deftroy in one night the whole fur- 
niture of a houfe j but thefe details arc not ap- 
piicable to the termit.es of the Cape of Good- 
Hope, or at leaft to ihofe I have had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing, either in Caipdebo, or the 
dlftrid of Twenty-four-Rivers. I have found 
more than once termites in Africa ; but they 
were neither fo dangerous nor fo deftrujftiveas 
tlxofe mentioned by Smeathman. 1 he highefl: 
of their huts, which I faw, did not exceed four 
fe;et ; and they were more of lefs folid^ accord* 
ing to the folidity of the ground in which they 
were cpnftru£ted. In (hort, inftead of being 
ccxvered with mofs and grafe like thofe feen by 
th<e Englifh traveller, they are always, in the 
pa^xt in which I travelled^ perfcjftly fmooth, 
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and of the fame. colour as the earth of which 
they have been fortoed. 

The Hoiteatots eat the nymphs of thefi? 
antd» which they confider as a very great deli- 
cacy; and mine, when they found an opportu- 
nilty, did not fail to open the neils to get at 
them* There are alfo many biyds and quadru^ 

. pedf which carry on waragainft thefe infe^ts^ 
but their mod dangerous enemy is a fp^cies of 
ant-bear, called by the planters erd-varken^ 
(earth- hog)^ which makes them its principal 
nmirilhment* When thefe retreats have beea 
fearcbed and deferted^ they become bee-hives^ 
and fwarms of wild bees take pofleffion of them 
in order to depofit there their honey and their 
young. My ape Kees (hewed a wonderful 
inftin<a in difcovering thefe fecret repofitorics 
of dainties, which he announced by repeatedly - 
ikipping and jumping, and of which we (hared 
with him the profits: as for me, when I found 

, any of thefe nefts empty, and when, having 
been opened only on the fides,, their arched 
roofs remained entire and unhurt, I applied 
them to a very ufeful purpofe ; I made natural 
overts of them in which we cooked our viiSiuals. 
Very little preparation was neceifary, except 

to 
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to ^lean them well, and aftdrwards to heat them 
with brufhwood. Our yiduals could then be 
<Ooked in the utmoft perfef^ion. 

If wc believe Kolben, Swart^Latid and the 
diftri^t of the Twenty-four-Rivert, T/irheu the 
Dtttch firft fettled there^ were inhabited by fe- 
deral tribes of favageft, the names of which he 
mentions. At prefent, not one of thefe primi* 
.tive and original nations is to be found, nor 
does tradition even fpeak of their exiflience. ( 
have certainly toe great a horror for crimes to 
attempt to excufe them, wherever they may 
be found ; and if the firil planters got pofieffion 
of the two diftri^ls I have mentioned, only by 
exterminating the inhabitants, they were 
monilers whofe name and remembrance ought 
to be devoted to tternal execration. But before 
we condemn them, (hould we not convinceour- 
felves by evidence that they are really guilty I 
May not Kolben, who in every page of his 
work commits fo many miftakes, be erroneous 
alfo in this refped ? Have the people he men- 
tions really exifted, and can we believe that 
the Dutch deflroyed them, when fo many 
hordes of HottentotSi whom they have pce- 
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fcrvcd, fubfift in the countiy arotjftd ind eveh 
: in the midift of theih to this very day I 

However this may be,^ the diftrid of the 
' Twttity^four-Riters is at prefent, as I have al- 
i*cady faid, thfe moft agreeable part of the 
Dutch colonies at the Cape ; for not ofily Is 
grain of every fpecies, as well as pulfe, culti- 
Tated there, but the inhabitants apply alfo to 
the .culture of fruits; and this kind of com- 
merce is the more lucrative to them, as, being 
almoft the only perfons who carry it on, they 
have little to fear from competition. The 
^firuits which they fend to the town for fale are 
principally lemons, ofanges, limes, (haddocks^ " 
figs and pomegranates. They often traniport 
thither waggon^loads at a time ; and whatever 
be the quantity, fo great is the number of put- 
chafers, that it is bought up almoft imme- 
diately. The price of thefe fruits is general- 
ly from four to fix rix-dollars per hundred 
weight. There is a kind of orange, however, 
called at the Cape naretjes^ which, notwith- 
ftandlng the fmallnefs of its fize, is fold at a* 
higher rate. The naretje^ diftinguifhcd like the 
citron by a protuberance at the upper end, is 
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SMt fo large as the common orange^ but in tafte 
and flavour is infinitely fuperior to that and 
every other fpecics. Grapes thrive well alfo 
in this diflrid:, and tolerable wine and fpirita 
are made from them. 

I have already faid that the colony of the 
Twenty-foiir-Rivers owes its name to a current 
that flows through it, anjd which receive iQt0 
its channel a great number of fmaller fbreamsr 
that difcharge thenifelves along with it into the 
Berg-rivieri This affemblage of rivulets, by' 
the ready means which it affords of water- 
ing the lands, is the circumflance that has mofl 
contributed to fertilize the diflrid. As the- 
mode of culture requires fcarcely any labour,] 
the inhabitants enjoy a peaceful and happy life. 
The population, however, is far from being, 
numerous; a confiderable part of the land i6> 
vftill uncultivated ; and there are fcarcely to be . 
feen more than forty or fifty plantations, 
whereas the number ought to be infinitely; 
greater. 

.Such of my readers who know that man is 
fure to multiply wherever he finds the means 
of living commodioufly, will not fail to lay this 
deficiency in population to the charge of the 
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government : for mjfdf, I bhime not the go- 
Temment, but the numerous abufes introdu- 
cedy and continually increafed, by the inferior 
agents it is obliged to employ. Government, 
undoubtedly, wilhes for the profperity of its 
colonics; its own intereft mull naturally inlpire 
that wiih ; but in vain will it niaka wife regu- 
lations ; in vain will it create numerous efla- 
blilhments, if thofe to whom it entrufts its 
powers employ them only to its own detriment 
and the detriment of the colonies* 

Without pretending to detail or examine 
thefe charges, which might be as imprudent as 
Hfelefs a tafk, I (hall content rayfelf with in- 
dulging a hope, that a • town may be one day 
ibunded in the diftri<9: of the Twenty- four- 
Rivers. Situated in the moft fertile part of the 
colony, it would foon, from the pleafantnefs 
of its fituation and climate, furpafs the Cape it- 
felf J and having the ready means of export- 
ation, the cultivation of lands would ne^eflarily 
increafe with the population of the country* 
Its grain and its fruits, as well as the grain of 
a part of Swart-Land, might be conveyed in 
flat-bottomed boats by the Berg-rivier to the 
Bay of Stu Helen ; and it would be eafy to 

efta^ 
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lMia.Wiih ftore-houfes en the bahks, and at the 
toouth of the Berg. At the Bay itfelf there 
tnight be a .magazine for the coafting trade ; 
and this trade might be carried on with the 
Cape by means of floops, which, embracing the 
ttioment of favourable wands, would foon get 
thither with their merchandife, and would thy s 
fupply with provifions, very advantagebufly, 
and at a cheaper rate, both the town itfelf^ and 
all the fhips from , India and Europe which 
might put'into Table Bay. Frorn the abun* 
dance of paftures in the diftrift, great numbers 
of cattle might alfo befaifed in it. This fer- 
tile country, fo highly favouted by nature, 
would furnifh even timber for building ; (ince 
the trees, having lefs to fuffer in this quarter 
from the violence of the fouth-eaft wipds, 
could not fail to thrive, if the inhabitants would 
only take care to form proper plantations. Sal- 
danha Bay might ferve likewifc as a central 
magazine for all that part of Swart-Land which 
Mes near it, and which is too far from the. Berg 
to fend its grain down that riVeiT. This ma- 
gazine, befides the utility it would be of to the 
planters in the interior parts of the fettlement, 
t^rould become a real benefit to the fhips of all 
Vol. L O nations, 
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nations, which > driven from, their coHrfe b5;; 
contrary winds» and unable to enter Table Bay, 
might take fhelter in that of Saldanha, certain 
of finding there the refrefliments neceflary ta 
enable them to continue their voyage. 

The wifli which I here form for the con- 
veniency of the planters, and the benefit of na* 
vigators in general, will doubtlefs long remain 
unaccomplifhed : for has the commercial po- 
licy of privileged companies ever been known to 
unite their private intereft to the intereft of the 
public, when that ardent third of gold, which, 
rules fo powerfully the merchants of all nations^ 
commands them, in fo imperious a manner,; 
to oppofe,frommiftaken felfilh motives, every 
thing that does not tend to increafe the advan- 
tages which their greedy avarice leads them to 
expe6l I It is alfo for another reafon fcarcely to. 
be expeded that the Eaft India company will 
foon carry into execution either the eftabliih- 
ment ini queftion, or thofe I have mentioned 
refpeding the bays of the delightful country 
of Auteniqua, however evident it may appear 
that they would promote the good and pro* 
fpcrity of the colonies ; fince, from the fear it 
is continually under that the captains in its. 
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fcfvke- tiuiy felJ, for their own behobf, a part 
of its commodities, and particularly the fpiceries 
with which the £hips that return from India 
are loaded, t*he company bbliges them to 
touch' at the Cape, where it is fuppofed they 
ire watched more narrowly than * rhey ' coul(i 
be at any of the other adjacent bays. ' Thi4 
fulpicion, /which certainly does little honour 
to the officers it employs, is even carried (6 
fair that a captain dares not take upon him to 
touch at a foreign port, without the moft urgent 
rcafons ; and every perfon defirous afterwards 
of commanding a veflel would be obliged, in 
this refpe<3:, to be ftill more fcrupulous. I 
have myfelf experienced a melancholy proof 
of the. fe verity of thefe orders ; for on my re- 
turn from the Cape, during a moft unfortu- 
nate pafTage, having ftruggl^d nearly fix months 
«gainft contrary winds, and being in want of 
pravifions, our captain would not venture to 
flop even for a moment at one of the Canaries,* 
which we pafled within cannon fhor. 

One day, however, the company may per- 
haps deign to examine my plan, and order it 
|o he put in execution ; but till it is accom- 
pliflied, I flxall fmcerely regret. that fo fine a 
, ^ O 2 ^ country 
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country fhould be fufiered to remsua almoft a 
djefert ; and that for want of bands and cuU 
tivation it ihould lofc thf , benefit pf eiieiy 
thing that naturp has don^ for its fecuj^dity* 
I am perTuaded that fugar canes, cotton: ^q4 
indigo, would grow extremely well, i^ t|ie 
diftri<a of the Twcnty-four-Rivers. 

AJj hoft, before I quitted hipi, begged m^ 
to accept a few bottles of lemon juice, which I 
found aftervwrds of very great feryicej and 
at the fame time.requefted that, on mj returp^ 
I would bring him back a male and a femak 
gpat from the country of Nimiqua* Hfi had 
heard thisfpecies of goat highly extoUcd; and 
it is indeed the moft beautiful I have any w^ere 
fe^en. His two foixs made me promtfe alCo to 
fell to each of them one of my fufees. *Ths$f 
f xp^ed that, when my journey was finiihed, 
i (bould pais that way again to the Caf% 
and wcare not ^are that my intention w^ 
to return thither no more. On my depair- 
ture, the family ialuted me with a drfohaig^ 
ef foe-arms, which I was obliged to return ; 
and the cafe was the fame at every other plan^tsb- 
tion that I pafied. i\Il the inhabitants with« 
out exception ran wSth the utmoft eagerneis 
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to ihttt Itle*, firing their pieces and wifhing 
tat a hapt)y jdurhey : a circumftance that gave 
me ifee gf eateft lineaiinefe, becaufe, harafled hj 
the rioify reception of th^fe plantiers, who were 
cotitjtiuaHy retarding my progref«, I was obli- 
ged sdfo, in niy turn, to teftify niy gratitude by 
burning my powder io no purpofe in thcle 
tifeforiie adieus. 

•f hefe ihcohvenieiit vifits confumed to mucli 
of my time^ that I had advanced as yet only 
fbtir' leagues. Next morning, I ife^und my^ 
fdfltlth*e diftria of (he Piquet mountains; 
and ^rived, in good time, near the habitation 
of a refpe<5able veteran, nanied Albert Haane- 
kam, 

Hiis* planter was a kind of practical philo- 
fopher, who had deviled the means of render- 
ing' bimfeif at once both happy aridiVeie j fot 
happinefs and fireedom- are not always otie and 
thd fame thing. " He; had formed for himfctf 
a plan of life that had no refeihblahce to that 
of his fellow- planters. Without wife or 
children, having no connection with his neigh- 
bours, and no company, in (hort, but that of 
his own flaves, he lived, as one may fay, alone ; 
yeC knew To well how to fupply the want of 
O 3 fociety, 
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fociibty, that time was not to him^ as to the 
reft of the planters, a tjcdious and wearifome 
burthen- He employed it fometimes in la^ 
hour, and fometimes in meditation; for he 
knew as little of reading as they did; and was. 
indebted for his philofophy folely to his own 
jrcflcdions, and. the combinations, fuggpfted 
by nature. With an cxiftence of this klnd^ 
and happy after his own manner^ he had never 
become a prey to languor ; find the ferenky 
of his mind feemed even to have had an in^ 
fltience on his character;* at leaft I never, in 
anypartof the colony, witneffed a fprightlier 
conversation^ or met with a more amiiible and 
entertaining old man. 

Havirig been prcvioufly informed that I was 
to pafs through his plantation, and to viiit the 
piquet mountains, he came to meet me, and 
offered to ferve me as guide in afcending the 
higheft of them, if I would confent to fpend the 
day with him. The firft part of his propo- 
fal was too agreeable to me not to acquiefce in 
the fecpnd. I attended him therefore to the 
mountain, where I met with nothing that de-» 
ferved particular pbfervation, but where I En- 
joyed the magnificent fpe(Jiaclc of a view the 

mor e ' 
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more extenfive, as the atmofpliere was remarlc- 
atly pure. The Table mountain was perfcdly 
vifible to the naked fight, and with my glals I 
eould perceive alfo the town. 

Nothing elevated my imagination fo much, 
when raifed to this height, as feeing the houfes 
of tlie Cape, on which I looked down. I moved 
my glafs with great eagernefs over the mafs of 
buildings ; and felt as if I had gained a victory 
every time I concluded that I could diftihdry 
perceive the fituation of a particular houfe/ 
Thofe of my friends engaged my fight longeft. 
•* They are, perhaps, at this moment," faid I,* 
** thinking of me, and, by an involuntary arid 
** natural return, I am occupied only wifli 
"them. They are exprefling their wifhes 
** for the fuccefs of my enterprife; imagining, 
" perhaps, that I am far diftant and hid in ob- 
**fcurity; while, in reality, I ambutjuft' 
•^^ exalted above the atmofphere which fur- 
^* rounds them.^' 

On ray return to the plantation, I found a 
fplendid repaft waiting for me ; fplendid, that • 
i^, for the inhabitants of the colony, andfuited 
to the prejudices of their vanity ; for thefe 
good and fimple fouls have, as well as others, 
p 4 their 



.Digitized by 



Google 



100 TRAVELS IN 

their fafliions and etiquette. It, however, 
prefented no idea of what we call a well aj> 
ranged table, with delicate diflxei and the 
richeft viands. Magnificence here confifts in 
covering the table with a profufion of meat ; 
and the heavier it is loaded, the greater is the 
honour, and the more, in their ertimation, do 
they treat their gueft as a perfon of importance^ 
entided to their attentions and efteem. 

We v^exc three only at table, my hoft^ 
Swanepoel, and myfelf. Twenty grenadiers,. 
?ifter a forced march, w^ould, however, not 
have been fuiEcient to devour fuch a quantity 
pf provifions ; the diihes themfelves were 
heaped,. and that in the middle fupported apy-r 
^ ramid of fix roafted fowls, wfeich were all of an 
enormous fize. 

This, profufion, which would have fatiated 
even ogres *, prefented to me the loathfomo 
|)idur? of a farm-yard entirety laid wafte. My 
lippetite inftaptly forfoofc me ; and, endeavomv 
Jng to forget my difguft by 4jvelling on the 
Cauf? of my joHirney ftill prefent to my mliidj, 

* A kihcj of fabulous beings or monfters, faid to feed 
vpoiiNhuman flefli, and which make a confpicuous figure 
in Fairy Tale^. 1^. 
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I t}coiipied myfelf^ dtsriog the repaft^ in ha*^ 
irifihig with ^ueftk)Q8 the m^^lS^ of the honfe* 
As for :Swanepod, • his eyes were etnj^oyed iir 
attentively furveying the central and ftnokkig' 
pyramid ; but incapable of enjoying any longer 
dife gratification of eating, he could devour it 
only in imagination, and was almoft choked 
with fatiety and regret. I can compare this 
iKKtravagant repaft, worthy of the heroes of 
Horner^ to nothing better thtm to thofe fide- 
boards, which were feen, formerly, at certain 
periods, of our feftivals, and which, bending 
under a multitude of all kinds of poultry, 
feemed expofed on purpofe toregale a famifhed^ 
people. 

As I had already put many queftions to my ' 
hoft during our excurfion to the top of the* 
Piquet mountain , I converfed with him at 
dinner on his poffeffions and orchards. Tired 
cf fitting, I contrived to exprefs myfelf in fuch 
terms refpeding his Angular mode of life, as 
to make him ^t length think of leaving the 
tabfe. He had no difficulty in juftifying the 
good opinion I had conceived of his a<aivity 
jind intelligence. We walked over all his 
grounds, in whi^b I ev^ry where faw well cul- 
tivated 
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tivated fi.e1d$, trees in at3iriving condition, pkn-^ 
tatioas in the moft admirable order; in a word^ 
an air of fertility and abundance, which I had 
not the pleafure of obferving on the other 
fisurms and plantations of the colony. 

The diftriia of Piquct-bcrg, according to. 
vrhat my hoil told me, does not contain more 
than twenty-five or thirty plantations; nor 
can it) in my opinion, ever contain more, be-* 
caufe, having but a certain number of ftreams 
and rivulets, which the firft inhabitants o£. 
cDurfe took pbflciEon of, thofe who may in 
future come to iettle will find only barren and 
parched fields totally deftitute of water. The . 
foil, in general, is indifferent ; yet the propri- 
etors raife what corn is necelTary for their own 
confumption. The only trade which the na- 
ture of the country allows them to carry on is, 
as at the Twenty-four-Rivers, that of fruit ; 
and for this fruit there is no other iate than 
among the neighbouring planters, who fend 
themlelves to fetch it ; for the diftance from 
Piquet-berg to the Cape is too great to under^ 
take a journey thither merely to difpofe of 
oranges. My philofophic veteran was defi^ 
rpu5 of giving me a certain quantity of his^^ 
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to' fupply me ott my journey. In vain did I 
repreient to him that I had purchafed a fuffi« 
<ient ftock, when at the houfe of Liewenbcrg. 
He went and examined my carriages himfdf^ 
and filled every empty fpace he could finJ 
with the produce of his orchards, whicli 
afterwards, and during the greater part of my 
journey, proved an agreeable relief both to me 
and my people. 

, To this obliging mark of attention he added^ 
With the fame kindnefs, a prefent which was 
much better calculated to aSbrd me pleafure. 
It confifted of three pair of pigeons of a par- 
ticular fpecies, none of which I had ever be- 
fore feen. However agreeable to me might be 
(uch an acquifition ; I would, however, accepi 
hut one of the three pair, as that was fufficient 
for our amufement ; and I begged my generous 
hoft ' to keep the other two till I came back, 
though I had fully refolved within myfelf not 
to return. 

In paffing the plantations of IfaacFeraffi 
and Gerit Schmit, I was expofed to a frelh 
perfecution from invitations ; but as I had not 
the fame motives to induce me to accept thefc 
s^ I had to accept that of Haanekam, 1 abfo- 
I lutely 
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liMly refofed. I kaew not pl gresier p^m^^ 
fDcnt than fijxh intcnuption^ ; Md tvtry vme 
I paired thricugh the eftate of a plants, I was 
feiijed as with a fever when I few the pro* 
priccor, witii whofe compliments i was before 
acquainted : tha( h, I muft deep at bis hi^ufe, 
sod fpend a whole day in drinking and fmdc- 
fag with him, I employed my^ oti my 
journey almoft entirely in fearching for pt*- 
texte fa elude^thc pui^fiiit of thefe g*od people, 
tue^T whofe habituations I dared neii^r to §^p 
uor encamp: a man fearfnl ctf 4>eing roblied- 
byfhem would not have fh'unn^d Sheir arp- 
Itt^oach with more care than I- did.' ' How (^ 
ten, when talking with my companions, did t 
figh after the moment when^ I fhotild fee bc^ 
kind me thr laft houfc of this toe hofpitaWtf 
Cfelony I 

I haftened my march as'mnch as pofli- 
|>!e, wifhing to encamp on the other fide of 
the Kruys. This precipitation was not unat- 
tended with danger, as I learned to my coft ; 
for my life had nearly been the facrifice. 

When at the diftance of about a quarter of 
a league from the river, night overtook me. 
Had I been more prudent I fhould have en- 
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tkmped "virhere I was $ but as the road, during 
the wh€^ day, had appeared to be' good, I ima<* 
gined k would continue fo to the banks of the 
Kni7»,>Adl9^dered my people to advance. A$ 
for me, having fripled the diftance by continue- 
ally ranning after game, fatigue at length fur- 
prifed me^and I got into my carriage, and threw 
myfelf lipon a mattrefs, to reft myfelf fora mo- 
ment. 

TIae Hottentot who fat on the pole<and.ai- 
t^&ed the laift yoke of oxen, difmounted from 
bis £iriit and walked by their fide ; but his com* 
panion, who was before and who guided the 
firftyokc^ had quitted his, fo that the Hottentot 
behind could not well feewherehe drove them* 
The ground near the river became every in- 
ftant fteeper and more flippery. On a fuddea 
a violent ihock threw the whole weight of 
the carriage on the pole, and it rolled, with all 
the £attle in confufion, to the brink of the river, 
without any of my Hottentots being able to 
^ ftop it or to alter its diredion. On this move- 
ment, as rapid as itwas violent, I endeavoured, 
but in vain, to jump out. I imagined that I 
was precipitated among the rocks. However, 
notwithftandipg my fright, I ftill retained fuf- 
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£ctent ooolnds to guard, as far ^s I was al^c^ 
againft the word misfortune} and making with 
my arnis and legs under the tilt» in which I 
few myfelf huried, fo many prc^s lo prevent 
contufions on the head, I waited with firnv- 
nefs till the carriage ibould ftop^ as I found 
It impofTible to difmount. This fituation Was 
extremely painful, but I continued ia it only 
a few minutes* To roll thus without know- 
ing where ; to be fiiaken about amidft^ the 
darknefs of a clofe carriage ; abandoned by my 
people for a confiderable fpace» and having no 
choice but that of being drowned or daflied 
in pieces, was certainly enough to have fhaken 
the mod heroic courage* 

My people, alarmed, both for themfelves and 
me, at the donfequences of fo melancholy .an 
accident, ran as fad as they could to ailiit mc : 
but as they were unable to keep pace with the 
carnage, and as the darknefs of the night pre- 
vented them from feeing, in , a road feldom 
trodden, the marks either of the oxen or the 
wheels ; I heard them calling to me aloud, and 
talking to one another as if they had been dif- 
perfed. I replied and called to them ;n my 
turn ; but whether through fear on their own 

account^ 
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account) or the dread of feeing me a mangled 
corfe, daflied perhaps to pieces, I was not 
heard, and their cries drowned mine. This 
noife was increafed by the rattling of the other 
two carriages, which had alfo been hurried 
towards the river"; but the drivers, more atten- 
tive to their cattle, had been able to moderate 
the violence of the impulfe. 

At length, however, we met ; and nothing 
coujid equal the joy of my companions wheir 
I afTured them that I had fuftained ao hurt. 
This was not the cafe with my carriages. My 
own, in particular, had Scattered as it flew the 
greater part of the uteniils it contained ; and 
what was ftill more remarkable, of the lemons 
which had been given me, not a iingle one re^ 
mained« I was obliged to wait till day-light 
before I could colled agiin the different articles^ 
and repair all the damage occafioaed by this 
precipitate defcent. On the other fide of the 
r;iver, which it was neceflary we fhould crofe 
ia order to continue our journey, there was a 
kind of plantation^ belonging to a proprietor 
named Djrck Coche. I had need of accurate 
iliftrudions and information refpeding the 
route, which Coche was able to give me. It 
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was hcccflSiry alfo that I fhould piircliafe a Cif^ 
tain number of fheep, and I flattered my felt 
tliat he had it in his power to fupply me. 
Whilft my people, therefore, were employed 
in arranging my carriages, and preparing to 
proceed, I fet out before them, and having 
forded the K^uys on horfeback repaired to the 
plantation. • 

Scarcely had I entered into converfation with 
the owner, when his wife, ftarting up in a 
fright, uttered fp piercing a cry that every 
perfon in the houfe ran to her affiftancc. Two 
ferpents had afkuatty touched her legs : upon 
her moving I perceived them under the feat* 
We all armed ourfclves in the beft manner we 
could with chairs and flicks to deftroy them* 
When they faw this preparation, their rage 
was kindled, their eyes became enflamed, and 
railing theirnccks, and hiffing in a moft furious 
manner, they attempted to dart' upon us ; but 
being upon our guard and attacking them with 
ftill greater violence, they fell a facrifice to our 
repeated blows. It was fortunate for th€ wo- 
man that fhe had not been bitten; as they 
'proved to be of a moft venomous fpecics, called 
at the Cape kooper-hapely dnd (he would in- 

7 fallibly 
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|aUi|;>l7 have died, ih.the fpace of. a few my* 

. Such 18 the inconv€ni?n(|e of a country newljr 
inhabited. . Man cpntinually fees his tranquil 
lity interrupted, and his life endangered there 
by troublefome inied;s, ferocious beads, and 
Yenomous reptiles. Coche, by way of caution^ 
told me that the kooper-kapel^z&y^Tf comnjion 
in the diftrid through which I , was about to 
travel.- After this intelligence, I formed a re- 
folution that L conceived to be highly necef- 
lary ; which was, not to pafs the night in my 
tent, but to fleep in my carriage^ where I fhould 
have much lefs to apprehend from the formi- 
dable vifits of thefe alarming guefts* 

Whilft I was concluding a bargain with the 
&rmer iot a few flicep, my carriages and their 
drivers eroffed the Kruys, and I purfuedmy 
journey, keeping along the banks of the river j 
but; I could not proceed far that day, as we had 
to travel over fand^ atld to crofe and re-^croii 
the Krtjys fix timesv Next day pur fitua- 
tion was ftill worfe j the fand was fo deep 
and fo loofe, that the wheels of my waggpo* 
ftmfc almoft to the ^le-tree ; and for each ve- 
hicle I was obliged to akid four more oxea ta 

Vol. L P the 
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the twelve^ that already iotttpofed the team# Icr 
this manner we pafled the plantatran of Jo(W 
Ingelbrcgt, and at length quitted fhe ferpeti- 
tine courfe of the Kruys, Which waters thfe 
wretched country, and reached Swatt^bas** 
Kraal. . There are however men who, &tidy* 
and miferable as it is, inhabit this diftrift, and 

- cultivate the few fpots of lefs barren land which 
are to be found there. One of them, qanied 
Hans Van Aart, had a plantation at Lange 
Valey (Long Lake), where I was obDged to^ 
fpend the night, and farther on waa andther 
belonging to Hcrmanes Lauw^ I did not ftop 
at the houfe of the latter \ in confequence of 
which I was forced to encamp on' a dry plain j' 
where I could not find a fingle drop of water 
to rcfrefh my cattle. By the way I had met' 
witii a prodigious number of partri^^es,. aad' 
had killed about thirty, which I intended for 
my own fupper and that of my people. My 
cuftom, on fuch occafions, was to bwl my 
gatac ; for \ had obferved that, wh^- brdfe-^ 
ed or roaftid, the fqieli of the meal, being 
conveyed to a diftan^eby the wiivis, attraaed- 
during the night a number of hyainai^ ^and 

jackalls; whii^hbeiftgoi^efvcdanddfi^nawaf 
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hfinj dogs, the hdwlirtg and barking was fo ' 
incpflant that it wa&irtipoflible to enjoy a mo- 
ment's repoii?. As I could not in the prefent 
inftance^ fi» want of water, caufe my partridges 
to be boii^, I put one on the gridiron for 
myfelf, and gave up the reft to my people, 
who roafted them upon fmall fpits, which they 
placed round the fire ; but what I was afraid of 
a€kually happened : a number of carnivoroua 
animafe, drawn towards us by the fmell of the 
game, kept prowling round my camp, and my 
dogs barking at them did not allow us to (hut 
our eyes for an inftant 

To thift fatigue of the night was adde^ 
tbcughtfulnefs for the morrow. I did not know 
whether we flbould be fo fortunate as^to find 
any water j and had reafon to apprehend thsft, 
after one day of thirft, my people and my cart- 
tie wiotiki have to fufier a fecond flill more 
painfbL When the morrow came, we found 
noJhhig but a fandy defert covered with brien* 
and rufhes ; but while I gave myfe!f up to the 
moft rnekncholy refledions, I" was roufed from 
my revety by the cry of a bird which pafled 
over my head. It was a berg-eend (mountain 
dock), orraxher a beneficent genius which came 
P2 to 
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to revive my hopes by announcing a dlfcovcrf 
I had no reafon to expe<^ 

Perfuaded that this bird was flying in fearch 
of water, and that it would not fail to alight 
wherever it fhould find any, I put fpurd to 
my horfe, and followed it on a full gallop, that 
I might not lofe fight of it. I was right in my 
conjedure : after a few minutes purfuit, I ob- 
ferved it defcend towards a large and high rock, 
where it alighted. I afcended this rock on 
foot, and found a large cavity, forming a natu-* 
ral bafon, filled with rain water, in which the 
animal was fwimming, plunging, and flapping 
its wings,, with much apparent fatisfafltion/ 

, It would have been eafy for me to kill it j 
but, after the fcrvice which it had rendered me, 
how (hameful would have been the ingrati- 
tude ! I contented myfelf with endeavouring 
to put it to. flight, in hopes that, as it had en- 
joyed for a fhort time only the pleafure.of this 
bath, it would go in queft of another fome* 
where in the neighbourhood, and thus point 
out to me a new ciftern. My expedations, 
however, were on this occafion difappointed : 
the bird indeed flew away ; but, feared per- 
haps for the firil time in its life by a human 

being, 
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^eing, it continued ks flight to a gregt diftanqe, 
, an4 1 foon loft fight of it. 

from the too of the rock I had made, a fig*- 
nal ^ to ray people to advance towards me* 
When they arrived, I ordered them to fill my 
jars. I bad feveral in my waggons ; and I cer- 
tainly, upon leaving l^ange Viley, would not 
have fufiered them to be empty, had it be^a 
pofEble for me to forefee the drought that 
awaited us. • The jars being filled^ I dire<fled 
xnj people to water my horfes and a few of the 
fmaller animals, belonging to my caravan. 
Thefe repeated draughts exhaufted my ciftero, 
/o that nothing was left for my poor oxen : 
but I knew that ruminating animals can en- 
dure both hunger and thirft for a confiderable 
period; aad I hefides flattered myfelf that, be- 
fore the day was clofed, I fhould meet with 
,another fortunate incident, fimilar to that 
which 1 had juft experienced. My hopes, how- 
ever, were vain ; during^ the whole day we 
had nothing but a dry and burning defert to 
traverfe. After dinner two of my oxen, ex*- 
haufted by thirft and fatigue, dropped down, 
3j:id I was under the nepeffity of leaving them 
J3[|phind— fad and melancholy prefage of the 
P 3 misfortunes 
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miefortunes that awaited me ! In fliort, I was 
obliged in the evening, as the day beftMre, to 
nnjcike my cattle, and encamp on a fpot to- 
tally deftitute of water, with the expedation 
of a fate ftill more difmal the day following. 

A heavy fall pf rain which happily took 
place during the night, revived my hopes ; but, 
heavy as it was, it appeared to me at the time 
as if it could be of no feryice to my cattle ; 
for what relief were they likely to derive from 
water which difappeared as foon as it fell, an4 
was inftantly loft in the fand ? They neverthe- 
fefs found means to drink of this rain, which I 
thought would be ufelefs to them, by a method, 
the poffibility of which I could never have fuf- 
pefted, and which afforded me a new oppor- 
tunity of admiring the fagacity of animal in- 
ftindt. The water as it fell upon them formed 
Itfelf into drops, which, uniting, ran down 
their fides in fmall ftreams. On the commence- 
ment of the ftorm they had affembled in groups, 
and in this pofition, thronged one againft the 
other, licked and collected each frOm the 
body of its neighbour the ftreamlets of rain as 
it trickled down. My cattle,; by this unex-p 
peded fupply, having quenched their thirft, 

and 
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aad being at the fame time refrefiied, recover-, 
ed their ftrength: but what increafed my 
aftonifhment was, that the two I had left o© 
the road, worn out and expiring, had been al- 
fo revived^ and doubtlefe in the fame manner ; 
for they both joined my camp in the night ; 
and Klaas, who always took delight in beiag 
the fir ft to communicate agreeable intelligence^ 
came to me at day* break, diited with joy, to 
inform me of the circiimftance. 
. I wa« now only a day's journey frorfi Heen* 
hgement (mafter's refidencc), where I (hould 
^ find, I wa^ told, a very abundant fpring of wa-* 
ter, a moft agreeable retreat, and groves aiid , 
grottos covered with infcriptions and figures*!. 
By the defcriptioa that wafe giveii me, it ap- 
peared as if a fecoud Angelica^ or fome Hotten- 
tot Medor, had vifited and embellilhed this ' 
fceue of enchantmentr I baniflied, however, 
from my mind all this improbable romance, 
dnd indulged only the hope of finding the 
fountain. My wants were- urgent; I looked 
forward to it, therefcH-e, with longing expcda-* 
tion, and refolved, if poffible, to reach it before 
aight. I arrived ; I found it ; and, with what* 
f^v^ r^fpedthe defeription of it ought to have 
c P 4 . infpired 
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infpired me, its waters were fodn rendered tiitw 
' bid by my Hottentots and cattle. WitK regard 
to 'the grotto, the infcriptions, the creeping 
flirubs hanging in feftoons, ill thefe like a dreai^ 
vaniflied on our approach. I faw only a large 
cavern, which frtrved to' flicker me and my 
caravan- It was fpacious and lofty ; and, being 
opeti at the eaft, we were covered without be- 
ing (hut up in it. Situated upon a fmall mount, 
it overlooked on ope fide my camp £ind the 
plain, whilch, by the uniform and dreary pro- 
fyeA it prefented, filled me with melancholy 
and difcouragement ; and on the other was 
joined to an immenfe chain of dry mountains, 
extending in the form of an amphitheatre, the 
najcedncfs of which, and the difierent tints of 
ochre, grey, and white, with which they were 
variegated J exhibited a view at once terrifying 
and majeftic. The remains of a habitation, 
now fallen into ruins, attefted that the proprie- 
tor had beea long forced to abandon this wild 
and unproduftive wafte. I made preparations 
for pafling the night in the grotto; but I was 
obliged to fhare it with jackdaws and woodr^ 
pigeons which repaired to it at the clofe of the 
^ay, and perched in hundreds on a tree, the 
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s of which were implanted in an e^o^r 
us crevice, while one of its branches bverm 
rad f the flaor of this natural hall.' • 

The figures and infcriptions confiftcd ontp 
1^ few caricatures of the elephant and oftfich^ 
:h the names of three or four travellers who 
i probably flopped here formerly, like myw 

% to refreih themfelves, : 

rThough the fountain contained a greater 

Sindnnce of water than I expeded, my ua- 

inefs was not on that account diminifhed. 

had ftill to traverfe extenfive plains of fandj 

every thing announced that I fliould, per- 

s, not find in them fo much as a fpring to 

1 our thirft. A ray of hope, however, dif^ 

fated for a moment my fear. In the morn^ 

,two large clouds which rofe on the horizon, 

which approached towards us, feemed to 

mife an abundant rain. Meanwhlle.no- 

ngmore fatal could have prefented itfelfto 

It view; forthefe clouds confifted of myriads 
locufl:s, voracious and deftrudive infe£ts, 

ought from afar by the winds.^ The fight of 

cni threw my people into the utmoft con- 
rpatipn, by whom they w^rp confidered as 

the 
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the baiUngerB of drought aad fterUitj* My 
fipt alone was a (Iranger to this general alarm r 
he (hewed, oi> the contrary, figns of jojr and 
exiikation, and followed with his eyes the dU 
iredton of the locufts, expecting with imp^ 
tience that fome of them would drop, that ha 
might feize and devour them at pleafure* 

Whitft we were indulged at the founuin of 
flitre^Q^emeni with a temporary enjoyment of 
the ne<!tflary refrelhmentt, we did not negl^ 
our ufual labours and refearches. Among thf 
rocks, and on the mountains which furrounded 
ua, we found abundance of thofe fmal} qua<# 
drupeds called in the country 4iajf€n^ and by 
Bufibn the d^man. I knew already by ex- 
perience that this fmall knimal was excellent 
eating. To people who for a long time had 
Uted on lean beef and mutton, this was a for- 
tunate opportunity of varying our food ; and 
the fle(h of this animal, however fat it might 
be, could not but be confidered by us 2^s a de*- 
licious treat* My people devoured it witl^ 
their eyes, even before it was in our pofleflion. 
We •all, therefore, fet out in purfuit of the 
damans,^ and each procured as many as he 
^ 4 fQUld, 
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could. I btd already kUkd nfew, whetj, oa 
turning a rock, I roufed a panther^ which I 
liriedat^ but the ihot in my fu(ee l)ciog too ' 
iinaljl to ftrike it inftaijjly dea4/it efcaped^ . It 
WW probable^ however, that, haviog found a 
{prt of warren there to fupply it with food, it 
wouid not retire far from its haunt, and tiiat 
1 fhould meet with it agaiiu I according* 
ly iearched the environs with my dogs, and 
fucceeded in finding its ufuai place of retreat^ 
where I iaw feverai heaps of the « bones :of 
damans, and the remains of various kind$ of 
{mall antelopes. 

This difcovery promifed mfe a double fatit 
faftion ; that of killing the panther when it 
fhould return to its kiding-place, and that of 
finding game in - the neighbourhood for my 
table, as the animal had found for its repail, 
Thefe pleafures, however, were not realized : 
foi" neither I nor my people met virith any ante* 
lopes, which perhaps had all been deftroye4 
* by the panther ; and with regard to the ani-* 
mal itfelf, I in vain fpent two wearifome hours 
of the night waiting for it in ambufh : it did 
not appear J which induced me to believe that 

I had 
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I had really wounded it, arid that it 'had proi 

bably: gone eife where to die. . - ^ 

I>uring my hunting excurfion I felt in witH 
a Hottentot, fervant to a planter in the neigh- 
bourhood, for whom he was looking after a 
fiock of fheep. Though I liad already, aniong 
lay animals, a tolerable lot of fheep ; yet, as the 
barrenneft of the country I had begun to trar 
verfe made me apprehenfive that, with all my 
economy, they might not be fufficient for our 
coniumption, I wiflied to increafe the. number 
by purchafing fome from the Hottentot. As 
a keeper, it is true, this man had no right tQ 
difpofe of them ; hut I offered him fo advan- 
tageous/ a; price, th^this maifler could not but 
have been fatisfied with his bargain. He per- 
filled, however, in refufiug me; and the only 
benefit I derived from our interview was a 
knowledge qf my beft and fhorteft road to the 
Elephants-River, where I was anxious to arrive. 
According to this fhepherd, I had (till a long 
day^s JQurney to travel, which it would be 
neceffary when I fet out to ^ccomplifh a§ 
fpeedily as pofTible, without interruption and 
jvlthoiit halting, as during the whole route 

neither 
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neither water nor pafturage. woiald-be found* 
■ He informed me alfo, thai beyond the rxY^r I 
fliould r meet with^ th^^ fame inc9nveniefices, 
till I arrived, at the couRtry of the Nirpiquas > 
and added, that though,' it, wa,s now the.jrainy 
feafpn, the rain had univerfally failed ; that n 
Qreadful . drought ys^as cv^ry- where experi- 
enced J and that never in the remembrance, 
of mail h^d this part of Africa fyffered fuch 
diftrefs. 

; This intelligence troubled and difquieted my. 
mind. I'forefaw nothing but misfortunes to 
my , enterprife ; aud we even already began 
to experience them* Six weeks only had 
clapfpd fmce I quitted the Cape, yet my oxert 
were as much fatigued as they had been during 
my firft. journey after a march of fix months- 
To give th.em time to reft themfelves and re- 
cover their ftrength, I remained at Heere- 
logemeQt feven whole days, during which our 
table occafioned fuch a confumption of dq/fen 
or damans, that even my Hottentots began to 
loathe them. At length, however, on the 
fourth of July, the war we had declared againft 
thefe poor animals ceafed, and I quitted the 
place, ^after: having l^t my name and the date 
o of 
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of my anfivi! irt the gmtto, according to the 
diftbm of preceding travellers* 

Agreeably to the advice of t^4e (hej^herd, T 
fet out at break of day j and after a very fal- 
tiguittg march we perceived towards nighty 
from the elevated point on which we theiJ were, 
the Elephants-River winding below us, at the ' 
diftance of about half a league ; but as I kncvr ' 
by exp6rience the danger of defcending mouit-' 
tains in the night time, I refolved to encamps 
on the eminence, and> notwithftanding the 
extreme fatigue of my cattle, to waif for the' 
morning, before I fhoutd proceed to the river. 

On each fide it was bordered whh very large - 
' mimofas, and various kinds of white trees oF 
the fpecies of the willow ; but the ground was 
every where fcorched and dry, and the fmalleft 
trace of verdure was not to he perceived even 
under the trees. In varn did I fearch a- 
long the banks in hopes of finding fome leiS 
parched fpot which might afford grafe for my ' 
cattle : I could not dilcover a fingle tuft of 
herbage ; fo that they were obliged to be latiP» 
fied with a few oily plants, and the leaves of 
fhrubs. 

At ft little diftance from the river was a: 

hottfe 
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houfe inhabited by a widow; Van**2ieil, and 
^ her j&mily, which I difeovcred by fcdng fomt 
cohiyattd fields; I repaired to it, and inet wfth 
the moft friendly reception. The widow 
foid me fome fheep, and aifo four hundred 
pooiida of tobacco^ which I thought proper to 
add to my dock. ^ For this tobacco^ which 
was o£ her own growth, I paid at the rate of 
twx>>pence Dutch money per pound, whiclt 
made about eighty livres for the whole quan** 
tity. I purchafed alfo fome ftrong Hquor, to 
fupply the place of that which I had already 
confumed« The widow, in the coorfe of our 
canv€ffation, confirmed the account of the 
Hottentot ffaepherd refpeding the difaftroOj^ 
drought by which the country was defolated $ 
a drought indeed fo exceiSve, that all the 
hondes of the Lefjkr Nimiquas had quitted the 
interior parts of the country, in order to ap^ 
fMTOttch the fea*coaft.. 

By the dreary profped beforie me, I was ftx^ 
m\Acd \o judge what the country would be in* 
to which I was about to enter ; and yet I iliU 
entertained hopes, and endeavotired, as I mt^^ 
fiiy, to quiet my fears hy dchifioli : fo poffibb 
and even probable docs tibat appear^ whidi tOr 

incides 
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iodides 'With bur ardent wlfhcs* If the couilV 
tryoftheLeflerNimiquas, faid I, has been de- 
prived of rain, this fcarcity . of water has pciv 
liap3« been only local ; the diftrifts fituated 
beyond it may , riot have experienced the 
iame drought, and may/ have had an abunt- 
dant fupply of what has been hitherto want- 
ing in thofe through which I have travel** 
led- , 

Reafoning thus from very uricertaiil proba- 
bilities^ I employed my thoughts in devifing 
means fbr traversing a country, the dryncfs of 
which, however terrifying^ might . not be aa 
invincible difficulty ; :and I hoped that it would 
ie fucceeded by another better watered, the 
^temperature and fertility of which would pei> 
haps make an^ends for all my fatigue^ 
• When the widow found that I was deterr 
«xined to depart, notwithftanding her advice 
and remonftrances^ fhe prepared for me a fmaU 
fupply oF biltuir, arid defired her two fons to 
Abwme the only ford at which I could crofii 
ihe ri^rer without danger, We wire obliged 
to go' along the bank downwardis to a confi*- 
derabte diftance to find this paffage, to which 
my guides conducted me with their oxen 4 
. I and 
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liiid as a telliinonj of their feiendihip the^ 
tsrifhed to accompany me to the other fide, and 
to remain with me till the next morAing} but 
I declined their offer, hecaufe, a^ the weather 
.Tifibly threatened rain, I was appreheniive that 
the water might fuddenly rife, and prevent 
their return. It was indeed fortunate fox: na« 
' that I crofled the river that evening ; for dur- 
ing the night there came on a deluge, which 
continued, without interruption, for three en* 
tire days, and which flattered me with new 
hopes of the happy fuccefs of my journey, Iig 
violence was evenfo great, from the very firft 
moment it began, that I was obliged to halt^ 
and to encamp on the border of the river. I 
, was here favoured by my good fortune ; fince^ 
liad I been on^ day later, I ihould have foun4 
no ford, and ihould have been reduced to the 
fieceflxty of croffing on raft6; a laborious qi9- 
thod^ which would have occafioned to my 
people much £|ttgue, and to me a great Ipis of 
titntis; beficks that, the ftre^un being rapid and 
enclofed between deep banls^s, the ufe of ar^ftg^ 
during an inundation, wpul4 havf beeaat^ 
tended witkconftderable danger. 

The fecottd day the waters fwalk4 fo w«ch 
XoL.1. Q^ at 
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%s to reach my waggons ; and I was dbVigeif 
therefore, to remove my camp to a greater 
idiAance towards the plain. Had the rife takea 
place during the night, my camp might have 
been fwept entirely away 5 and my own life, 
and the lives of my people, have been expofed 
to the moil imminent peril. 

At the Cape, I had often heard of the ri(k 
which a traveller runs in this part of Africa, 
when he encamps too near rivers. Refpedting 
thefe dangers the planters had even told me 
wonderful talcs, to which I gave little credit, 
confidering them only as the exaggerations of 
the narrators ; but experience has fince con- 
vinced me of their truth. Many a time, when 
encamped during the moft beautiful weather, 
«nd even after a very great drought, qiear fmall 
Tiyers, and at a diftance from their banks, have 
I feen them fo fwell on a fudden, by the burn- 
ing of a ftorm, as, in lefs than three hours, to 
rife above the trees on their banks, imindate 
the plains to a confiderable diflance, and form 
around me an immenfe lake. 

It is, therefore, prudent in a traveller never 

to encamp near rivers, except on an eminence 

Svhich, when at their greateft height, they can- 

' ,. not 
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iQOt reach ; atid it is eafy to afcrertain this boufli** 
dary by infpeding the trees on their banks. la 
their oVejrflow they carry along with them 
reeds andgrafs, which, being caught by the 
branches, remain fufpended, and atteft howfat 
the water has rifen. In the day-time we may 
without danger ftation ourfelves on the banks, 
under the fhelter of the trees. In general, in- 
deed, no (hade is to be found any where elfe; 
and if an inundation ftiould happen, there would 
-*t leaft. be little or no rifk, as nothing could 
prevent its being feen ; but to remain thus^ 
fituated in the night, would be expofmg our- 
felves imprudently, and efpecially during the 
winter monfoon. . 

The rain having at length ceafed the third 
jday, I proceeded on my joupey j and follow* 
jng for three hours the courfe of the ftream 
.downwards, I arrived at the confluence of a ri- 
vulet, called in the Hottentot language Koig^ 
nas^ and by the Dutch Dwars-rivkr (crofsr 
jriver). This ftream, which, like the greater 
part of thofe in Africa, flows only during the 
rainy feafon, was fo deeply enclofed between 
Jbanks in the place where we could crofs, that 
we.4id not i^bferve .it till we were clofe upou 
!. \Qj^ itf 
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its brlal^. TKe pafiage acro& thb tirviot^ Mr 
Speak the truth, gave me great uneafidefs ; mX 
kideed on accouiit of the Ko^nas itfeif, whtch 
i$ very narrow, and, receiving little water 
from other ftream«, bad not been mnch in4 
creafed hj the rain } but on account of the dif^ 
ficulty of approaching it^ dcc^fioned bf the 
fteepneis and height c^ its hUbltB. Th6 foil^ 
befides, confifted of glutinous earth, which the 
raitis had rendered fo flipperyj that the defcenC 
was extremely dangerous for tny carriages. 
^ Thus did drought and rain both confjrir^ to de* 
feat'idy intentions ; and every thing, in Ihort, 
feemed in combination to prefent at every ftep 
new obftades to my progrefs. 

Klaas, wifliing to contribute by his care to 
the happy fuccefs of ouf pafiage, took wpott 
him to dlred the firft waggon, and put hiia»^ 
feif at the head of the oxen : but bis Foot hfc^, 
ing flipped in defcending, he fell down ; and 
before he had time to rife he was not only tti^d 
upon by the firft pair of oxen, but the otheir 
four alfo.pafled over his body. Luckily J, ha^ 
obftrved him fall, and my cii6S brought fo hi* 
aid his companions, who, favouiiftg. hy theilr 
refiftance the efforts made by the 'drijveir tex 
' ' ' keep 
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kesp back tlie laft yoke,* ftopped the carriage 
at tlie very moment that it was aboiit to de- 
fccnd, and juft rfeady ib roll over my unfor- 
tunate favourite. I dragged him from below 
the oxen ; and it is Impoffible for me to ex- 
prefs the joy I fek, when, having placed him 
on his legs again, and interrogated him refpe6l- 
irig his fall, he informed me that he had 
Tecelved no material injury. He had however 
fufFered fome contufions from the oxen ; but 
thefe animals, though hurried down the de- 
fcent, had, from an inftiiid of which 1 admired 
the fagactty, fpared him as much as circum- 
fiances' would allow: and indeed it is almoft 
tjicredible that fo many feet fhiould have pafled 
over him without crufhing hihi to death. 

Having landed on' the right bank of the 
Koignas, I direfted my route, according to the 
Information I had received from the widow 
Van-Zeil, towards the Vleermuys-KUp (rock 
of bats). As I advanced, I obferved the track 
of a lion quite frefli. This difcovery, which 
fincc my departure fr jm the Cape was the firft 
of the kind, warned me to be upon my guard 
in our encampment during the night. The 
»mma| bad been lurking axnbng the buihes 
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near the river, at the time of our crofling ir^ 
and had doubtlefs beeu determined to fly to 
the plain by the ooife of my caravan,. I went 
in purfult of him with one of my hunters and 
feme dogs, and we foUowed him the greater 
part of the day ; but the approach of night, and 
the fear of lofing our way^ as it was at laft fo 
•dark that ,1 could no longer diftinguifli the 
.Jracks of the wheels of my carriages, qompelTed 
JX}^ to return to my camp. 

S^yanepcel, to fupply me with a beacon by 
which to direct my courfe, had caufed the fires 
ig be lighted fooner than ufual. I have al- 
ready faid that it was cuftomary for us to 
kindle feveral every evening ; they ferved both 
to fecure us againft the cold during the night, 
and to frighten away hurtful and dangerous 
animals ; but on this occafion they attra^d p, 
particular fpecies, from which it was impoflSble 
for us to defend ourfelves. The rock I have 
mentioned, near which we were encamped, 
contained an immenfe quantity of bats, and it 
18 from this circumftanceit takes its name.-. Of 
thefe anima)s fome, feared by a light that. was 
' new to them, made in their holes fo fi^htfal 
a noife a? almoft tp • ftun me j while ^others 

fluttered 
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Ihittered in kundr^d^ arouad ui^, fquea]ckig, a^4 
fvery now and then flapping tbeir wings io 
pur faces. ,In vaiji did we attempts to defend 
purfelves j the threatening crowd only in- 
i:reafed, and we received blows from every 
quarter. Favoured by the darknefsj I perhaps 
might have fecured myfelf againft their infult$ 
by returning to my waggon j byt how efcape 
from the piercing din of this countlefs multi- 
tude, which made the very rocks refound witji 
their cries ? My cattle alfo were as much an- 
noyed by them as oyrfelv^s ; and every thing 
announced a difagreCAble night, withoyt the 
hope of rpli^f. In this diftreffing fituation, I 
faw pnly one courfe to be purfued; which 
was, to decamp immediately, and leave the 
field of battle to thefe troublefome and obfti- 
pate. enemies, 

I accordingly gave orders to ftrike our tents 
jund yoke the cattle, and, proceeding down the 
Elephants-River, encamped at a place called in 
the Hottentot language Krekcnap^ and in Dutch 

Notwithftanding the vexation and ill hu^ 

inour into which this nocturnal decampment^ 

^nd the adventure that occafioned it, hftd 

0^4 thrown, 
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Vtncing, from the hope of finding convenient 
pafturage for my animals, which were alli-e- 
3yced to a moff deplorable condition, and par- 
ticularly, my oxen and horfes, which, fmce w0 
left Heere-logement, havmg had nothing but 
fuch oily plants to feed upon as had been fpare4 
t)y the drought, were feijed with a loofenefe, 
which gave me very great iine^finefs. That 
they might. recover, I allowed them a few days 
reft; during which, defirous of turning thisde-> 
lay to advantage,! refolved to traverfe the neigh- 
bourhood, and to explore the country, efpecially 
the niouth of the Elephants-Rivef, which, 
from the information I had received, could 
be only a fliort diftance from my new camp. 

Klaas, though he ftill felt fome pains from 
his fall, was carneft in his defire to accompany 
tiit. I fet out, therefore, attended by him and 
thre6 more of my people, among vdbom was 
fene of thbfe Hottentots he had cngiiged in. my 
fervicc, and who was loaded with «iy private 
tent, the only baggagjj I thought ip necedfary to 
take With me. My intention was to proceed 
along the bank -of the river ; and I €onceive4 
te ^f -tkm ff>ll«!wing; lU eo^ri^ I Ikoiil^ 
• piprtea 
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i«& rifk of lafing my&if { but the raiii liad thii 
li&x be&rn fo fwdlled. the riTcr, .tiuut it b»d 'm 
aiany ^rts Qvetiowei^ aad had |[braMdY eTpc^ 
^ialiy in die low iaiids, lmii}en£b lak«s^ Tli«6 
<fioUej^bns of water, whieh ijftim pref^ed 
therafelv^ Ttndw^ it aecaCary fo^m^oimilt 
kxig wiadmg«y thac gce^tly retiiidei du# pr^ 
grtfs ; and <o reaeb the /ea, I was thftdTdtt 
6Wiged to €m]*loy more dime than, utid^f ether 
circinnftanees, fueh a diftanec wouH have te^ 
Quired. I would not, however, alter my rowe^ 
hecaufe die lakes were covered with an il»* 
menfe multitude eif aquatic Wrds of every kind; 
^d 'particularly gulls, (ea-fwaHows, and fii- 
piingos, which 1 faw in thoufafids. 

I thought I mull find among thefe inciuv 
merable flocks new objeds wordiy of being 
addied to my coUedliofi. I indeed killed feveral, 
^nd among thefe a charming bird three £gfet in 
height, which at prefent m^kes a part of my 
cabinet of natural hiftory. tts head and throat, 
which ar6 entirely bar^, are covered with a 
jkia of the brlghteft red, terminated by a band 
of a beautiful orange, which feparates die 
tttkdd part froiA that covered ^i|h leathers* 
4 Tbe 
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The lippei: part of t£te iwings, having htosA 
ftripes of a fine violet colour, agreeably fiiaded, 
is bordered by a white band of feathers, tl^ 
thick ^txid^filky beards of which, feparated firoia 
each other, have rpcrfedlrefemhlanoetoatick 
fiinge. The quills of tl\e wings and tail fire 
df a ^reenifli b)ack,\ which, - as it receives- the 
fight ia a morepr }e& oblique diredion, aflumesi 
ike appearance of violet or purple. The reft 
of the plumage is of a beautiful white. The 
bill, which is loAg and fomewhat crooked, i$ 
yellow, as are the feet. This bird belongs to 
the gedUB of the ibis, of which we are already 
|K:quainted with feveral fpecies, 

Having at length arrived before night at the 
fea-fliore, I caufed my tent to be ere(3:ed, an4 
a fire to be kindled ; but notwit;h {landing our 
great fatigue none of us could clofe our eyes* 
The fea breeze was fo fharp, and the cold fo 
cxceflive, that we were obliged to employ the 
whole night in warming ourfelves. This ftate 
of fuffering made me wait with impatience for 
the day ; and as foon as it appeared I fet out 
in queft of game with three of my people, ad- 
vancing along the banks of the river. 
. My cpmpanipns f<>on left me, and went to 

hunt 
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liuntr among, the fand- hills, with a view of' 

JSnding fome^t)xrd or animal with which 1 wa? 

unacquainted, or any other .extraordinary ob-^ 

jed proper to gratify my euriofity. They 

gave themfelves coqfiderable trouble ; but tiieir 

j^eal wa&^.unaqcompaxiied with fucce^/. A^ 

their fearch ended in tih?. difcov^ry of a km 

antelopes (reC'bockX at. which thej^ fired ;i.aal| 

.whieh^ ,'Qyh^ ,t0w4rde. . rmi foHowed eacli 

other in a ftrin^^ aathey pafllbd the i!pot: wh«it 

J ftoodti: I .feii. an ..oppprtunity <yf firing at 

,the(u in my turn'; but at that momept I was 

-engaged in viewing a prodigious number of 

vultures, and otherbirds of prey, which I iaw 

flying round, or hovering in«the air, andrthea 

alighting at the diftance of a quarter of a leagufe 

before me. My people had killed two of thofe 

antelopes called fteen-bocks ; but, regardlefs of 

this acquifition, I was devouring with my eyes 

the carnivorous birds I had difcovered, which 

were becoming every moment more nume- 

;rpu8; and my curiofity was doubled, when 1 

was told by my people that thefe birds wefe 

attraded by the fmell of a dead elephant, oc 

fome other animal^ on which it was probable 

they were feeding. 

• When 
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When "wc approached, Vft a(£hialljr fkttmdf 
en the (hore a fpermacetl whale about fifty 
feet in length. It was lying at the diftancc of 
more than a fatindred paces from the fca } an4 
liad doiibtlcfs been forced thither hj the wave« j 
^ut the fea muft certainly liave e^eperienced a 
«no(t trtv^endouB ftorm, to be able to throw f6 
teur a: maft fo enbrmeui^ ^ 4t was ^taclced by 
4 (Variety of earai'^<drou6 birds, 9yi4 hy a aum^ 
ti«r of qrows; bvut j^aitictulady by differetic 
Reeled of thofe f&iall quadrapieds, of the genua 
^f the polecat and weafel, which, $t th^ Captf>. 
^M'e known under the geperal name of muy^ 
k^Hd. Alt'thefe animdla were bufily feeding 
lipon the whale, of which a ccnfiderable part 
liod already been devoured by them ; but our 
approach dffturbed the enjoyment of. their ,re- 
paft. The birds betook themfelves to fliglit'; 
the muys'hondin fcampered away ; the crows, 
however, a fpecies of carnivorous animala 
more obftin^te than any other, remained and 
were loth to quit their prey: without being 
frightened by our vifit^ they hovered round 
4he cafcafe, and ever our heads, croaking in tho 
moft frightful manner. 

The fand, to the diftance of mere than iBftciet\ 

fe^ 
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IctC round the whftle^ wis tooiflened yjvtth its 
blubber, l/rhiqb bid b«en qOilVened into o9 by 
the helit of t£[e fuxu The lof^ of this greafe^ dii^ 
petfed in this manner^ waft a fouree of afili£)ioci 
to my Hot;t<5ntots, who regretted that they ha4 
not within their reach one of my c^itiages load^ 
cd with a dozen barrels, that they might fill 
them with oil ; an event which would hay^ 
rendered them happy during the whole jour- 
ney* Dcfire^ however, foon begets induftry > 
they thought of their antelopes, and requefle4 
my. permiifion to difpofe of them* Having 
obtained it, they returned to the fpot whera 
they wer^ hid, and, Jay ing them, made bags of 
their fkins, of which each was capable of hoId« 
ing more than forty pounds of oil. 

I endeavoured myfelfto derive fome benefit 
from the whale« Examining it with attentioqi 
I obferved various kinds of beetles crawling 
over this immenfe body of carrion, and em* 
ployed alfo in devouring it. Having counted 
fourteen diflferent fpecies, I began to hunt thefe 
fwarms of infects ; and fome individuals fe?* 
leQed from each fpecies were, in turn, facri* 
ficed to my favourite paffion, and ferved to en-* 
rjich my fmall cqlleaion. The repofitory in 

vphich 
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Vfhich I preferved them wa$ a flat light^ hok 
made of deal> which 1 placed above the crown 
of my hat ; and ia order that it might be car* 
lied the more commodioufly, it was, like the 
hat itfelf, of a round form, and fecured a^ 
well as fhaded by the oftrich-feathers with 
which I was accuflomed to ornament my 
bead. 

More fatisfied with what I had colleded 
than with the immenfe provifion of oil made 
by my Hottentots, I returned to my tent, 
which had been guarded in my abfence by one 
of iny people. Having feen by the way, 
among the fand-hills, a confiderable quantity 
of the dung of elephants; I was induced to 
believe that thefc animals muft abound in this 
diftrid, and that the river had not unjuftly ac- 
quired its name from them. None of the dung 
was indeed frefh ; but I concluded from this 
circumftance that the elephants ufually fre- 
quented the right bank of the river, and that^ 
forced at this feafon by the drought to quit' a 
fpot that was now become barren, they had 
crofled over to the left, which I fuppofed to be 
lefe parched. 

. Thefe, however, were only conjcdurcs ; .and 

proba^ 
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probability, perhaps, ought tather to have led 
tne to believe that thefe animals, without 
changing from the one bank to the other, had 
retired into the interior parts of the country* 
A defire of meeting with a herd or two, and of 
hunting them, had neverthelefs fo heated my 
imagination, that, by attempting to gratify it, I 
^ expofed myfelf to the danger of being irrepa^ 
rably loft, with the beft Hottentot of my ca- 
ravan. ' I fliall here give a particular account 
of this celebrated inftance of fool-hardinefe, 
which was nothing l6fs than to crofs with my 
fire-arms, baggage, and attendants, a confider- 
able river fwelled by inundations, in order to 
encamp on the oppofite fide. 

Fortunately I had with me excellent fwim- 
mers, to whom the croffing of a river, what* 
cvex might be its breadth, could be no caufc of 
uneafmefs. With me the cafe was entirely difh 
ferent. The reader will recoUeft that I once 
before imprudently rifqued my life, in my fivk 
journey, when purfuing an eagle on the banks 
of the Queer: Boom. Warned by this danger, 
I had fmce exercifed myfelf frequently in fwim- 
ming, and had indeed never negledted it when 
an opportunity occurred. I was however as 
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yet Tcry tm|«f€dly acquainted with tlie art $ 
aiid I by BO mcana found rnyfeUf fdfikiciidf 
coAfideot to atteitapt an ovcirflowing ma^ 
trhieb waa at the (molc time extremdy rapid 
and (^ an immcnTe breadth. I held a eonfulta- 
tioa therefore with my people on the cporfe it 
be pnrfued^ and the beft and rnoft pradcirit 
means to enfure its fuccefs* 

The iirft idea that fuggefted itfelf to us was 
that of a raft; which was the moft natural as 
wait as the moft convenient mode of conte^^ 
Mce^ and that which I had tried before wi^ioot 
any aecident , but on rivers, it is true, le& datt^ 
geious.. Tinfting to the ftrength of my fwim»- 
mers, I imagined for a moment that it wonald 
be an eafy tafk for them to drag it to the op^ 
pofite bank ; but on examining the difficv&ios 
more minutely, we apprehended, and wkk 
ttafon, that, as the raft, would form an e» 
tenfive ibrface, it might acquire a vdbdty 
which it would nOt ht poifibk for the iwiis^ 
mers to overcome and to dire£l. It was necef^ 
fary however to find or to conftm€t fdme 
fpecl6S of float that would bear me, and thcjr 
ftiight be able to condufl:. My Hottentots had 
no Ikill upon this fubjeft. How indeedAouM 

they 
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they be Ingenious in refources of which none 
of them had any need ? And by what ftrange 
accident did it happen^ that there flood upon 
this Chore a native of Surinam, educated at 
Paris, and incapable of fwimming ? The inca- 
pacity was all my own: it was therefore juft 
that I (hould invent the means of relieving it* I 
propofed to launch upon the ftream the trunk 
of a tree, upon which I (hould feat myfelf 
aftride ; and my four companions unaniihoufly 
exhorted me to have courage, and they would 
anfwer with their lives for my iafe arrival on 
the oppofite fliore. 

Thus animated, I felt no longer the fmalleft 
hefitationr it remained only to find the fpecies 
of float requifite for my purpofe^ Of trunks^ 
indeed, there was an abundance ; for the in<> 
undation, as is fure to be the cafe in thofe 
countries where trees and plants^ pafHng 
through the various flages of vegetable life, 
perifh as they ftand, and wither on their roots, 
had overturned great numbers, and fcattered 
them along the banks; but the majority of 
them^ ftill retained their branches, and of thofe 
without branches, fome were too (hort, fome 
too long, and other; too (lenden It was necef^ 

Vol. I. R fary 
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fary to fix upon one that was m alT refpe^ 
farourable to our projed: j and after proceed- 
ing to' a ccnfiderable diftance lip the river, we 
at length fucceeded. The difficulty that had 
attended this refearch had been accompanied 
with no little murmuring; meanwhile to: this 
very circiunftance, in . the end, were wi in- 
debted for our lives. 

Our firft -operation waa to launch the tree, 
and to fix to one end of it two ilrings of 
leather, to enable the fwimmers lo drag it after 
them. We then rolled up in a bundle their 
kroffes and my tent, which we faftened to the 
middle of the float, tyihg firmly at the fiime 
time .to this bundle the* two leatHcrh*veiR?ls df 
ciil, one on eech fide. Thefe veflels X thought 
would not only ferve to diminifli tfie wteight 
of the machine, but alfo prevent it from oVer- 
fetting and plunging me into the water. 

It remained to find a method of tranljXMtfeg 
our powder-flafks and artillery, and particttkrly 
of preferving them dry. . This care I took'u^bn 
myfelf. It Would be poffible', I imagined, to 
hold my fiifees refting bft my fhouRJersj* -and 
as to the powder-flafks, f iufpended them 6-om 
my rieck) With liiy watdh. ' The preparationis 

• ■ being 
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being finiflied, and ^very arranjgement' made 
for ib finglilar a paffage, I proceed, accoutred 
in this grotefque manner, to faiy ftatibn. I enter 
' the water -aferide on my log, place mylelfered, 
as if oh a faddle, that is to fay," upon the krofles 
and tent bcftweea the leathern veflels ;*my fwini* 
mers dart forward^ tKey take hold of the ftrings, 
they draw along the frail and perilous bark, 
with itsxargo and paflenger, and J behold toy-* 
felf adrift upon the ftrearh. 

So many precautions might fuffice to fecure 
me againft every accident.; I Vas therefore 
free from' apprehenfion. At the fame time, 
not to .exhauft my fwimmers, to whom fo wide 
a paflage muft prove trying;! fettled withtliern 
that' there fhould .be only two of them in the 
front to pull me alotig, while the other two, 
refting upon the hinder part of the raft, might 
ftrike with their feet, and pulh me forward 
with Jtheif bodies'; thefe laft ferving to relieve 
the others as occafion fht>uld require:, a plea- 
fant kind of Tritons, who were foon to give a 
high degree of alarm to their Neptune. 

At firft we proceeded delightfully ; becaufe 

the part of the river which had overflowed the 

banks, fcarcely pofTefGng any motion,, offered 

R a of 
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of courfe very Httlc refiftance. The fwimmen^ 
therefore, dragged me along without difficulty; 
they were even ridiculing the fear they had 
entertained of not fucceeding, and I myfelf wad 
making merry at my own expence. I could 
not help laughing at my (tiff and conftr^dned 
attitude ; with my two arms raifed aloft hold* 
ing in the air my inftruments of death ; with 
the collar that was about my neck, and the 
baggage which furrounded my waift, ferving 
as ballaft to the moft ilngular conveyance that 
the mind of man perhaps had ever invented : 
but the fcene was prefently changed, and the 
accents of our voices became expreffive of very 
different fentiments. 

Scarcely had we entered the current when^ 
its rapidity overpowering our efforts, we ikw 
ourfelves gradually drifted out of our courfe ; 
and foon its violence was fo great that, notwith- 
ftanding the courage and dexterity with which 
my negroes combated with the water, we 
found ourfelves haftening towards the fea. 

Had we been adually carried thither, no 
exertion could have favcd me : I muft infallibly 
have periflied. However, as my good for- 
tune would have it, the wind, blowing from 

the 
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the fea, counteraded ia fome meafure the cur-* 
rentt ^^ retarded our deftrudion ; but, at the 
fame time, it excited waves that preveiited us 
from advancing to our deilinatioQ, and which 
be0des (o continually covered u$ with water, 
that we were every inftant hid from each 
othet, 

< By an inconvenience alfo which it was not 
ppilible to have forefeen, and which would 
now admit of no remedy, the trunk, which had 
hitherto continued fteadily in its horizontal 
pofition, could no longer be kept in it by any 
effort. Sometimes it prefled with violence 
upon the fwimmers that conducted it, and ren- 
dered it impoflible to preferve the thongs at 
their full extent, or to derive any advantage 
from them. Sometimes it was urged with 
equal force in the oppofite direction; in which 
cafe it hung with irrefiftible weight upon 
the thongs, pulling back the guides, and ihak- 
ing them completely out of tljieir courfe. But, 
what was worfe, it often funk entirely under 
water at one end, while the other was raifed to 
a fituation nearly vertical. In this poflure, the 
afliflance of the fwimmers behind was rendered 
ufelefs; and J faw myfelf, iij fpite of all my 
H 3 Hotten- 
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Hottentots could do, carried along by the tuu 
rent, tolTed this way and that, and ready every 
moment to lofe my equilibrium. 

The danger was imminent. The fwimmers 
in the rear precipitately quitted their poft, and, 
feizing the thongs, all four endeavoured to pull 
me forward with their utmoft ftrength. I at- 
tempted by the ufe of my feet t,o affift their ef- 
forts* Their exertions were incredible : they 
had promifed to place me in fafety on the op- 
pofitc fhore, and they deemed themfelves 
obliged rather to die than to quit .their under- 
taking; but, notwithftanding their unlhaken 
fidelity, I began to defpair. The force of the 
current feemed ftronger and ftronger ; it drew 
xne every moriient towards the fea ; find I faw 
no profpedl of fafety but in quitting the trunk^ 
the accoutrements about my neck, my guns, 
and ail my conveniences, and cafting myfelP ^ 
upon the mercy of my Hottentots, hoping that 
they, by furrounding me, would be able to 
keep me above water, and convey me either 
to the fliore we fought, or tjie fhore We had 
left. 

In the midft of the moft lively alarm I had 
ever e;Kpcrienced| would it be fuppofed what 

was 
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was the nature of the confolation that dimi- 
hiflied my horror ? I ftrongly felt upon this oc- 
cadon* how .much the calamities of man are 
ieilened by being divided. I commiferated the 
poffible. fat« of my brave attendants; who feem- 
ed upon the point of facrificing their lives to 
their attachment- to me : yet this attachment 
took away the bitternefs of death : I (hould at 
leaft n^t be abandoned till I had experienced 
all the attentions of friendlhip. 

Meanwhile my poor Hottentots, panting, 
e^shaufted, and deprived of ftrength, called op 
each other with a; fecWe voice to perfevere. 
Not one relaxed his hold of the thong; not on« 
ceafed to fwim, or to oppofc fome fort of re- 
fiftance to the ftream; they had recourfe to fkill 
where ftrength failed, and were attentive ta 
improve every poffible advantage. One of 
therar was ^wholly new to my fervice, a ftranger 
to my intercourfe and my perfon ; yet he did 
not yield to his comrades in pertinacity, atid I 
believe would have been one of the firft to 
perifli in the exertion. 

Death feemed to ftarc us in the face, when 

I began to perceive, by the diminifhed re- 

^fl^ixce^.that we had fufficiently cleared the 

R 4 centre 
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centre of the currcot ; they perceived it too4 
they colleftcd all their force; they took breath; 
they found themfelves in a perfect calm ; and 
prefently they gained the Ihallow, where they 
could touch the bottom with their feet. The firft 
who felt it announced it by a fliout, which was 
repeated by the reft. In vain fhould I attempt 
to paint the emotion which now burft forth 
from U6 alL I difengaged myfelf from the 
grotefque fituation, which had excited alter- 
nately our pleafantry and our alarms ; I leaped 
upon the fhore j I threw myfelf upon the neck 
of my deliverersi and they embraced me with 
tranfport. 

Qur firil care was to kindle a large fir^, by 
which tp warm ourfelves and dry our clothes. 
From the pombined cfftCt of fear and the 
witter, we (bivered as with an »guet My fwijn- 
mers, by a happy forefight, had provided 
. themfiplvea wit^h a calabaih of brandy. Not* 
withftanding my repugnance to this Uquor, in 
the prpfent inftance I partook of it whh plea- 
fare ; and though the quantity I drank was 
fmall, it braced up my nerves and inililled new 
life into my frame. In order to have the free 
ufe of my hajid$ in clinging to th? t^^pnk, I . 

liftd 
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bsid been obliged during our pafTage to faden 
'my artillery to my knees ; it had accordingly 
been vetted; and I haftened to repair the 
mifchief by wiping and drying it. Twenty 
times had I been drenched myfelf by the waves j 
yet the water had fortunately neither penetrated 
my powder-flalks, nor injured my watch. 
What reafon had I to rejoice that I had fo far 
peirfevered as not to abandon the raft ! The lofs 
of my fire-arms and my tent would have been 
irreparable; and not only would it have de- 
feated the objed for which I had crofled the 
river, but have greatly incommoded me in my 
general expedition. 

At the time, however, other thoughts occu- 
pied my mind. I congratulated myfelf folely 
on the danger wehad efcaped; of the greatnefs of 
which I had no conception, till I obferved from 
our landingf-place the dirfance we had pafled 
Then it was that I reflected with ferioufnefs on * 
the extravagance of my folly, and the rafhnefe 
of the enterprifc. Upon viewing the paflage, 
I fhuddered with terror. It was hot a river 
that we had crofled, but a vaft inundation, of 
which the eye could fcarcely reach the extent. 
Ais r had no inilruments to meafure it, it is 
9 impoiCble 
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impcfflible for me to fpeak with accuracy of 
its breadth; but fome eftimation may be 
formed from the time we were upon the water, 
which I obfervcd to be a full half-hour : mean- 
while an allowance mud be made for the ra:-* 
pidity of the ftream, which drifted us from our 
courfe and retarded our paffage. 
• Perceiving my Hottentots to be recovered a 
little from their fatigue, I began to think of 
the moft effeffeual means of rewarding their 
fidelity ; and I requefted them to aik of me 
with freedom whatever they pleafed. 

Klaas was at this moment fitting by my Cidcf 
fqueezing me by the hand, and teftifying in 
the moft affedionate manner the pleafure he 
felt at having once more contributed to my 
fafety. " I have a favour," faid he, " to afk 
** of you, not for myfelf, but for another. If 
" you think that my friend Jonker'* (which, 
was the name of my new Hottentot) " has 
** aded like a youth of courage, I could wifh 
** you to beftow on him a fufee. It was I 
•* who engaged him in your fervice ; it is I 
•* who am refponfible for his conduct ; and be 
' ^' affured he will never give you caufe to re- 
** pent this indulgence." 

To 
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To underftand this requcft the reader muft 
know? thfit I impofed on myfelf very fevere laws 
in the diftribwion of my fire-arms. They 
were not given to all my people indifcrimi- 
nately. On the contrary^ I had granted this 
favour to thofe alone with whofe chara&er I 
was thoroughly acquainted^ and who had fig* 
nalized themfelves as much by their fidelity, 
'as by their courage and addrefs ; and thefe I 
farther diftinguilhed by the name of hunters* 
Eve^y month I gave them alfo a duciatoon (a 
piece of coin of about nine livres) as pay ; while 
the reft received only a rix- dollar, which is 
one third lefs. This pay, to men who had no 
need, during our journey, to be at any ex- 
pence, added to other little profits which it was 
my intention ' one day to beftov^ upon them, 
could not but afibrd them the hopes of con- 
fiderable enjoyment when my excurfion fhould 
be completed,' and they fhould return to the 
Cape. 

I promifejd to Jonker what Klaas had a&ed 
for him^ that is to fay, to give him, on my 
return to pur camp at Krekenap, a fufee, with 
complete accoutrements and ammunition. I 
even conferred on him another favour ; that of 
7 appoint- 
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appointing him one of the condudors of my 
principal waggon, the benefits arifing from 
^rhich, added to his pay as a hunter, increafed 
his income one half« Thus did I enjoy the 
pleafure of diftributing rewards and granting 
promotion to my companions^ without the in- 
fluence of any bafc intrigue, any infidious re- 
commendation, that might induce me to be hn 
¥iib toifi^ards fome, and niggardly and unjuft 
towards others. In ihort, I happily gev^med 
my fmall caravaa without the afliftance of thofe 
ploddiqg intrigwcs, who vain of their know<i> 
ledg^, and intruding themfelves every where, 
arrogate to them£blve$ the right of meting out 
ifiwards, and pronouncing defijaitively re(pe£l<n 
ing the merits of others. 

* Thefe marks of diftiaftion, thefe various, 
l^onours, conferred all at once upon my new 
Hottentot, fo elated him with joy, that he 
could not find words with which to exprefs to 
me his gratitude. PofTefTed of a fufee, and he- 
come the condudor of the carriage of his 
mailer, he was in his own eitimation equal in 
importance to a grandee of Spain, To liften 
to this Hottentot, he had all the difpofitions 
me^uifite in a fportfman. He felt, he faid^ the 

greateft 
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greateft defire imaginable^ to become a good 
matkfman; and though he had few oppoxtunt* 
ties of improving himfelf, he found his Hcill 
little inferior to his moft experienced neigh* 
bom^s. In fhort, he expatiated to piuch, and 
with fuch fimplicity, upon the method he 
praftifed for hitting the mark, as to afford ex- 
treme amufement to his countrymen who knew 
him. Seeing how much they enjoyed the joke^ 
I propofed a trial of Ikill, nothing doubting 
that our new knight-errant would prove an 
inexhauftible fource of entertainment. His 
three companions were all of them expert iA 
what they undertook : as to himfelf, the poft 
of fafety, by way of eminence, would have 
been to have placed one Vfelf precife!y before 
the mark. 

As I law he looked fomewhat afliamed,and 
took the point to heart, and as he was even 
afraid that his mifcarriage would injure him 
with me, I was eager to revive his confidence: 
I told him that, when I firft attempted to 
handle a. gun, I (hot farther from my mark 
than he did, and that I had no* doubt, with 
his cQthufiafm upon the fubjefl:, he would foon 
prove a very excellent markfman. I (hould 

have 
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hxsrc been lefs fbrward in my compliments to 
a ipruce petit-maitre of my own country, mod 
efpecially if his foppery betrayed itfclf in the 
putting on a pair of fpedacles. 

'What I had predi<Sed in pleafantry was after- 
wards confirmed : Jonker became in reaKty 
the moft intelligent, and the firft of my pur- 
veyors. A few obfervations will explain this 
fingularity. Hunting in Africa is a very dif- 
ferent purfuit from what it is in Europe. There 
the talent of the hunter ^oes not, as here, con- 
fift only in having a fteady hand, s^nd a fure 
eye : with thefe qualities he muft poilefs others 
ftill mo|re eflential, and without which nothing 
is to be done againil the cunning of the an»- 
telopes of the defert. He muft have an acute 
light, fo as to difcover the game at a confider-- 
able diftance before they difcover him ; he 
muft employ great art to lure and to deceive 
them ; above all, he muft poflefs an adive body, 
capable of affuming every pofition, and of 
drawing itfelf patiently for a long tim6 upon 
the ground, in order to get within reach with- 
out being perceived. Thefe are the qualifida* 
tioQS of good African hunters ; this it is which^ 
l^ves t^em that rare charader, £o highly 
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cftfiemed by the planters and the Hottentots, 
and on account of which they^arediftinguUhed 
by the n^ine otwild-bekruypiTy aa appefiatiba 
equivalent to that of creeper-^ftdr*game. Sudi 
a ipoflfmaa, though he may not 43ioot/fo wdl 
as another deftitute of this African talent^ vM. 
at the fame time kill more game ; becaufe^ bj 
his fupplenefs and addref$,ihq iwill qontriv^i to 
drag.himielf aiGbg, till he appi?<:>adi ib near the 
animal that 'the moft iiniki}ful .iihooter . vrmM 
i^d it imppfiible.'to mi&.. T?he Bofiifnen ace 
generally conildered as t&e beil: bekrujpeni 
l^eanwhile ThaWhad freqoent x>p{k)rtadilies 
of admiring 'thet fame aglHty. in Johker; - 

His ftg^'was fo keen, that' he oouM ditssk 
diilinguiih all ^mtdopeoasi-dtTlay upoDiilie 
gODund, at adiiknce dhar'£tbiakl:nck;0bf^^)V9it 
CFcn with my glafs; amd/excepting 'Kbety'lae 
had the xabft penetrating eye ^f my whsDle^^a* 
ravan. ■ • i ';<•' , .t -, ..; ;;. . ■■' '< -> ^ 
Wild knimalsf poflefe thd fcnfe of fedi»g.4ii 
the greateft p^rfi^ibn ; betaftife^ from thte kind 
of life whieh they leadv hai^bg great diftanoes 
to tra^verfe^^tht faculty is iii ^continual e^ercife, 
by the ftfequent nted they 'have of meafiiriog 
thofe diftaiicelrfi For the -fame reafo*i -m#a 
' •^'^ alfo 
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alfo in a ftat« of nature enjoy this fenfe in a 
degree fcarcely lefs exquifite ; and if thoie in 
civilifed fociety are deficient in this qualityy it 
18 bccaufe their profpeds being aimoft always 
more confined^ they have much lefs occafion 
to develop it ; becai&fe every thing that fur- 
rounds them» fuch as filks, gilding, reverberated 
and muldplied lights^ obje^s of luxury, va* 
rioted and dazzling colours^ fiitigue, without- 
improving their, fight ; and lafUy, becaufe their 
profeifions^praiftices^ and habits, their writing, 
reading, and the ftrange abufe of pleafiires, 
muft tend early to impair a fenfe continually 
ftrained and perverted, while nothing is at the 
fame time prefented that can bring it to per- 
feftion^ Why have hunters, who refide in 
the country, and above all mountaineers, better 
iight than the inhabitants of cities ? The reafon 
ta plain; and I may adduce myfelf as an example. 
Before my arrival in Africa, my fight was fo . 
weak that, to read or write, I inras obliged to 
hold the book or paper clofe to my eye. But 
having fpent feyenl years in the open air, tra* 
verfmg mountains and vadleys, and crofiing vaft 
deferts, it has been confiderably ftrengthened ; 

and I can nqw fee as far as another. 

When 
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leii we had amufed ourfelves for fome 
^ t^ in firihg at a ihatk, I thbught it ^^6uld be 
jprudent to employ my pbwdeir in 4 niore ufe- 
; ful manner. As it was foit- the puirpbfe 6f hunt- 
i:-ing elephants that I had eroded the river, afc 
: %^^ hizard of ihy ciwn lif^ ahd the lives of mjr 
^{t -four coiiapanioils, I refdlved to go in putfuit of 
|y''v. tiiefe Animals. With this view, accbmpianied 
-f^:.; by my three hunters; I ritiged about and 
1^;/; 'iji;pured the whole countiy j btit we faw neithct 
1^ i dung udf traces', which made me fincerely re- 
:\^,/giretth^t I had fobje£ted rayfelf iii vairi to £6 
J;]^.;*mUch fatigue, ihd ekpofed myfelf tifelcfsly to 
:§ ;i. fo maiiy; dangers. It iis ptobable, as I hive al- 
ready faid, that the elephants frequfeiited the 
|r..;jisht bank of the riVer j but when obii^ by 
^>:tHe; dfbught to change their reCdeiicei iullead 
|*.»vrb'g prpflln^ to the left baiit, wherfe they would 
v',A..have found an equal fcafcity of food, they had ^ 
?i' • tetired farther into the inferiof part x)f the de^ 
; • / ferts towards tfce north. . 

' - ; ■ The feverity of the told had prevented lis 
i from fleeping the preceding night, and we 
/.' Were again . equally unfortunate. A viblent 
ji;/ rain which.. came on continually extinguifhed 
• tAir fires ; -nor wlas it poffible for us to re-kindle 
Voi;. I. S them. 
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them. We were obliged, therefore, to fortify 
purfelves with patience, aad to w^t till.a new 
day fhould arrive to invigorate our ftrength. 

It appeared, but without bringing more fa- 
vourable weather j and.I refolved to return im- 
mediately to my camp by the fhorteft way I 
could find. As the rain had rendered my tent 
and other baggage exceedingly heavy, fo that 
my Hottentots were likely to be overloaded, I 
advifed them to abandon the two fkiqs of oil, 
' that their burden might thereby be lightened. 
This vfas requefting, however, as\ injpoffibk 
facri%e i and ra.ther than have made it tbfiy. 
would have left behind them their clothes. Top. 
ifaindful of the fervices they had rendered me, 
and unwilling to offend them, I coate»t;e.d my- 
fclf -^ith taking Klaas along v?ith me j and I. 
committed to his care my ibis, an objed. of 
which I was as tenacious as were my Hotten- 
tots of ^heir oil. With regard to the othgr three, 
they were to take their own tin?e, andreturo; 
in whatever way thjCyihould find n^ofl; coave- 
xuent. . • . i 

Towards evening we arrived opppfite m.y. 

camp, to reach which we had only, to crpfe thp 

river; aud we were at a place where, wi^h ^ 

: " ' ' Utde 
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little precaution, it >^as tolerably pradlcable. 
The darknefs of the night prevented Swane- 
poel from feeing us j but our cries reached him, 
and he fent two horfes ufed to the water, and 
two fwimmers to guide us in our paflage, which 
we happily efFeded without danger* 

Behold me then returned to my family, 
among my tents, my carriages, my companions, 
and my animals. How great was my joy when 
I compared my prefent tranquillity with my 
fituation at the mouth of the river ! I found 
myfelf, however, fo exceflively fatigued, and 
fo opprefled with drowfinefs, that, having 
taken ofFmy wet clothes, and put on dry ones, 
I threw myfelf on my mattrefs, and flept with- 
out interruption till the next day at noon, that 
is to fay, nearly eighteen hours. I fliould 
even, I believe, have fallen into a lethargy but 
for the care of Swanepoel, v^ho, alarmed at my 
fleeping fo long, and fearing that I was iU, 
came to waken me. 

Jonker and the other two Hottentots, whom 
I left behind, had arrived in the morning, and 
they did not fail to rehte to their companion* 
all the circumftances of our curious adventurfe. 
Each made his remarks according to his cha- 
S 2 ra£ter| 



±66 TRAVELS IN 

tader j but tlie hiftory of the whale dimimflied 
my imprudence in their eyes, and rendered mc 
much Icfs culpable. They even confidered 
my journey to the eoaft as the moll fortunate 
of our ent^rprifes ; and they all regretted that 
they had not been chofen to accompany me : 
all, that is to fay, but Swanepoel, who alone 
feemed fbrry 1 had undertaken it, becaufc of 
the dangers to whkh it had expofed mc# 
Sometimes he addrcffed his reproaches to the 
whole company, and fometimes to the . four 
fwimmers in particular, whom he confidered 
as criminal for having obeyed me. I myfelf 
even, as foon as I awoke, was not exempted 
- froih his ccnfure. I refpefted him on account 
of his age, and I liftened to his remonftrances ; 
but I regretted at the fame time that I was not 
able to anfwer him, by difplaying" before his 
eyes the fpoils of a conqueft more brilliant than 
that of an ibis, the only fruit of my perilous 
expedition. 

At dinner, my four companions had filled 
the heads of the other Hottentots with an idea 
of the great quantity of oil they might pro- 
cure by going to the fea Ihore where we had 
left the wliale. During the reft of the day^. 
6 their ^ 
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tlieir converfation was engrofled by this un- 
fortunate fubjeft; and fo heated Iverc their 
imaginations, that, when I awoke the next 
morning, they came to jne in a body to beg 
I'would allow fix men with two oxen to 
make an excurfion to the fhore, for the pur- 
pofe of cblleCling a certain quantity of the 
melted blubber, which would afford them fo de- 
licious a treat.' Thisj however, wa$ not pre* 
tifely the motive they alleged, to induce me 
to load my waggons with this additional in- 
cumbrance. "They pretended to have my 
intercft in view : the traces and axle-trees of 
my carriages, th'ey faid, had almoft every mo- 
ment need, of being oiled ; they wanted it even 
at prefeiit, as they had not for a long time 
been greafed ; and I (hould run, perhaps, the 
rifque of not finding again fo favourable an 
opportunity. 

Thefe pretencesy^hough apparently founded 
in truth, had with me very little weight. I 
had juft learned that, during my abfenqe, two 
of my beft oxen, \yhile drinking at the river, 
had been carried away by the current and 
drowned; and there was reafon to apprehend 
thfit the f^uie accident might happen to others. 
S3 I had 
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I had befides flattered myfelf, that, by remain- 
ing at Rrekenap, I ihoiild find pafturage 
which would have reftored my fick cattle j 
and it was in reality to give then time to re- 
cover that I had indulged myfelf in an excur- 
fion acrofs the river. This diftridl, however^ 
had fupplied them with no better food than the; 
preceding ones ; their dyfentery fliU increafed i 
and I found them on my return much worfe 
than before. I had refolved, therefore, to de- 
camp the {ame day, and to proceed with* all 
poflible expedition in fearch of a more fertile 
and happier fpot. 

This pl^n was by no means favourable to 
that of a journey to the fea : but an ardent de-* 
fire is not fo eafily extinguiflhed ; and I clearly 
faw that fooner or later I muft give way to it. 
My Hottentots perfifted in their fequeft^ re- 
prtfenting that it would iq no manner retard 
my departure, if I wpuld allow 'Joqker ta be 
of the party, who being acquainted with the 
deferts which I was going to explore, would 
ferve as a guide, and enable them tQJp^n»mfiby 
the fhorteft roads to the place where I might, 
happen to encamp. Had I continued any- 
longer obftinate, it might have excited, too. 

mucl^ 
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milch dilcontent among my Hottentots. They 
feeeived riiy confent with tranfports of joy 
that bordered upon delirium. For the mo- 
ment, neither the evils we had fufFered nor the 
greater ones which ativaiied us had a (hare in 
their thoughts: every thing was forgotten: 
the hope alone of an abundant fupply of blab- 
ber was fufficfent to conftitute the moft per- 
fe€t happinefs. - 

So great was their eagernefs, that I was 
obliged to allow Joriker to fet off immediately 
with the two oxen and his detachment. I 
gave him a fufee and ammunition; and he wa$ 
falutcd by the acclamations of my whole com- 
pany. Enviable mortals, who could be con- 
tented at fo fmall an expence, and whom a 
little oil was about to render fo wealthy and 
felicitous! 

My own departure was lefs joyful ; though 
I had ftrong reafons for quitting without re- 
gret the banks of a river which had been fo 
highly extolled to nie, and which had proved 
by my refiding there, fo difaftrous to my cat- 
tle. But I was terrified at the profpe£t before' 
me, and I anticipated the misfortunes witH 
which I waslhteatened. The Iky was beau- 
S4 tifuK 
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tiful and ferene, and *wc direded pur CQurfe 
. towards the north : notwithftanding, ll^oweve?, 
the mildneft of the ^e^ithfr, my cattle v^^ere fo. 
weak that, after a marcl^ of three boursj they 
Tefufe4 tp draw, and obUgecl me to halt. In 
the afternoon they were able to proceed only 
two leagues fjirther. I was then under the ne- 
qeffity of unharncffing, and of abandoning three 
pf my oxen, which funk through fatigue, and 
probably died on the fpot, as we never faw 
them afterwards. In the night I loft five 
more^ which I faw miferably perifli in the 
place where they had lain down, wirhout my 
being able to afford them relief; 2^nd fo weak 
and exhaufted were the remainder, that, ano^ 
(her league, and they would all perhaps be re- 
duced to the fame melancholy fituation. Wq 
had found, indeed, during the whole day, 
neither water nor pafturage ; yet I refumed my 
journey, but with the precaution of fending 
out, in all diredions, fuch of my people as I 
could fpare, in order to difcoyer, if poffible, ^ 
ipnng and a little herbage, near which we 
inight encamp. 

But vain and fruitlefs was the precaution : 
th? foil, in this frightful defert, prefented every- 
where 
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where to their view the fame fci 
produdive furface. I now n 
felf for the valuable time I had i 
banks of the Elephants-River, 
pattle had been deprived of th< 
that remained-to them, and wei 
capable of gaining a lefs fatal 
however, pur fued our way thro 
fands, e^haufted, melancholy 
4^t length! per<:eived at a diftanc 
Klip, .(rock/pf, difcprd), ,wher< , 
|pld, vi^aa ^ deep and fpacious ho 
J^te |ains jt was poffible might I 
with water. As we drew neare: 
that upon the borders of this l : 
fpme waggons : an idqa, that fill 
and revived our hopes. We i 
this appearance, that the cayiti( i 
xpuft infallibly abound with wal i 
the carriages, whether they wer< : 
of a Hottentot or belonged to 
we might promife purfelves cei 
tipnoifthe rqute we had to pi 
it was ajl a delufipp. Upon pui 
waggotis difappeared, and in tl 
fporimpus elephants prefented i 
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our view, tvho had come to this tcfcrvoir t6 
quench their thirft, and who bttook them- 
ielyes to flight the moment they perceived us* 
The civity Indeed contained fome Wacer^ and 
a fufficient abundance to ferve eveii my whole 
ciravan. But how deteftable was its nature ! 
Ftc^uentedby all the wild anittak of the diftria^ 
who repaired thither to drink, the borders of the 
po^ were covered with excrement ind filth,- 
whicli the rain continually diluted s^nd cAtried 
along with' it to the bottom of the refervoir. 
By* the fermentdioh of thefe putrid and in/ec- 
tioiis fubftancis, it had acquired a greeniffi co« 
16ur, a naufcous fiAell, irid the moft abomi- 
nable tafke. So great, however, was out diftrefs, 
tSit the difcovery of this dilgufting pond was 
ccnfidered by us as a fortunate eVent. Before 
I luflFered my cattle to tafte it, I ordered the 
jart we had emptied the preceding evening to 
be filled j and id render it as drinkable as I 
could, I filtered ic carefully througK feveral 
linen cloths*; it w^s then put on the fire; 
and afterwards I threw into it a^ few ounces 
of coffee that Had Been ground* By thefe 
dpe'rktions it waS clarified a little, atlrtd' the 
^tMle it had' contraiacd liy'the {aline and ftrl- 
9 phurous 
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phurouft partkles of the excrei i 
in it was fomewh^t dkniniJQbied : 
iou^cjuality, commimicated by 1 1 
remaiiied ia all its ioFce. All 
it were fcized with a loofMiefs 
it occ;a{ioned vomitiag^ hiccup: 
pains In the bowels^ which n 
bend that the water might have 
I was the only perfon it fpared j 
iijf&rings were lefs becaufe^ hi. 
with goat^s milkf ^ h^d driH^k bi. 
q^uawtity, 

From Krokenap to Krakkeel-kl ; 
was only eight leagues j and thefl : 
had beca the bufineiVof twoc: 
during the fecond, indeed, I Wi 
complifli only three, which coft r: 
eight hours march. For, exc 
general weaknefs of my oxen, 
with diiBculty drag themfelves 
rate of half a mile an hour, we 
aEy to^ unyoke,, in order to lea. 
thofe in particular^ which^rfaintin 
anition, were incapable of rifiri 
their legs. In a word, to form ;• 
of.the deplorable iituationtp wt 



26S TRAVELS IN 

mals were reduced, the reader muft be in- 
formed that, fince my laft departure, that is 
to fay, during tKe two calamitous days I hisive 
been fpeaklng of; I had left fev6nt6ea of them 
extended here and there 6n the road. - 

ToWards' evening, I faw arrive fucceflively 
at the rock different herds of antelopes (fpring- 
bocks) which wiere accuftomed lio doubt to 
quench their thirft at tha pond. In vain did 
1 attempt to get neat enough to kill fome of 
them, thereby to obtain a fupply 'of provifiion 
for a day or two, and faye the few Iheep t ha^ 
Jefti They eluded my vigilance ;'arid my horfes, 
being equally exhaufted with my oxen, could^ 
iiotbe employed in piirfuing them. No (ituai 
tion could be more defperate. I imagined ray-' 
felf to have arrived at the boundary of my 
travels, and I retired to reft overwhelmed with* 
the mofk painful and riaelancholy ideas* 

Next morning we found our poor animals 
in fuch a iftate df laflitude, that we uhanl- 
moufly agreed to fpend the day at Krakeel- 
klip, to afford them an opportunity of refting 
themfelves ; and t employed the ea^-Iy part of 
the interval' in once more giving chace to the' 
aiitelopes with a few of my beft markfmen^ 

bm 
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but- the plain was too open and uncovered for 
us to come within fliot of them. 

The pond was the only refervoir of water 
within a great diftance round, and fortunately 
feme coveys pf.moor-fowl repaired thither to 
drink. My people, more fuccefsful than my- 
felf, killed about thirty brace of thefe birds, 
which afforded us a n^oft excellent repaft. One 
of my oxen was in a ftate of agony, which 
feemedtQ indicate that before night I £hould 
lofe him. I therefore refigned him to my 
Hottentots; and the flefli, when falted and pre- 
pared after their manner, fiipplied them with 
a ftock of provifions which lafted fome tipie. 

I had retired to my tent, a prey to the 
bittereft reflexions, when, in the middle of the 
night, Kees all at once fent forth a cry which 
was inftantly anfwered by the birking of my 
whole pack of dogs. By the acutenefs of his 
fmell, his hearing, and his fight, this animal 
was always the firft to put us on our guard- 
againft danger; and, of all the fervices which 
he rendered to me, this was the one which . 
principally induced me to be fond. of him. 
The alarm he had given fet every body on , 
foot J for we had equally to dread the attack 
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of the Bofhtnen adtd that of ravenous beafb 
of prey. The vicinity of the ciftern might 
expofe us to either, and perhaps even ta 
both at the fam6 time. Uncertain what 
enemy I had to combat, I caufed a few 
Ibots to be difcharged towards the quarter 
which my ape pointed out, and from time 
to time I took care they fliould be repeated. 

Thefe fuppofed enemies were my people, 
who had gone in fearch of the whale. They 
were now 6n their return j and, having difco- 
vered our camp by means of the fires we had 
kindled, were haftening to join us. The noife 
cf our fufees had frightened them y they kept 
therefore at a diftance ; and previoufly to their 
advancing they difcharged a {hot in their turn 
to inform me who they were. 

At that moment, however, prepoflefled with 
the idea of being attacked, and having no ex- 
pedation of their arrival at fo unfeafonabie aa 
hour, thfeir fignat only increafed our alarm. 
We imagined them to be maroon Hottentots, 
who, provided with fire-arms, had come to 
aflaffmate us and plunder my camp. The* 
difcharging of the fiifee (lengthened thir idea» 
and was confidered by nv in no otl^er Kg^f 

than 
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than as the commencement t3f a 
fuming that the enemy was |irir 
ambuihy and v/as endeavouring 
us, I encom-aged my people, ai 
under arms the whole night, 
cafe of extremity, to fell our 1 
as poffible. 

When day appeared, I obferve 
certain diftance, a group of H< 
though they were in reality my 01 
the two oxen which ought to have 
them, my. mind became mO£e ai 
^ firmed isx the idea that pre-occu 
did not know them. Obfervinj 
^ver, approach towards me, I 
them, and the illufion was prefen 
The air of dcjcdion with which 
me fufficiently announced how 
had been my forcfight, when I 
departure; They told me that 1 
in queft of me too far to the no 
me to be more advanced in my 
perceiving no traces either of n: 
animals, and apprehenfive that 
had retarded me, they had thou 
returHi and had proceeded towai 
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With regard td the two oxen, they had pt^ 
Tiflied by the way for want of paftiirage. Per*- 
liaps my Hottentots themfelves had occafioned 
their death by fatiguing them too much, and 
obliging them to carry a burthen of oil greater 
tiian their ftrength would .admit. I was in a 
rmanner convinced of the truth of this fufpi-^ 
cion : but, fituated as I was, I did not think 
It right to diflieatten them by reproaches. Who- 
could have believed it ?* Prom the moment the 
garty had quitted the whaie, they had neither 
€aten nor drunk; but the paffion for the oiI> 
of which they had gone in purfuit, had rendered 
both hunger and fatigue fupportable. They 
brought back about a hundred pounds weight; 
, sjnd there wjis nothing, as. I conceive, that they 
regretted in this cruel difefter but the nothav-k 
ipgbeea able t^ brinjg.the whale itfelf. 
. I was afraid fo much as to examine the ftatc 
rf my caravan. From day to day it had be-* 
come more deplorable, and my foul was filled 
with anguifh' and apprehenfion. It Wa^^npt 
without effort that I could fpur myfelfjQQ. to 
the review. . I could, however, no longer jdiP- 
penfe myfelf from'afcertaining the numbey of 
oxen that were capable of being ag^in iput in, 

harnef»< 
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liarnefs. Alas ! it was dreadfully dimlniflied, 
and I was obliged to leave one of my vehicles 
behirrd me in the defert. It' was the firft time 
Aich a misfortune hud overtaken mej but 
there was no remedy, and my Africans, ad- . 
vifed me to fubmit* But this was- not all : I 
knew not what was to become of us, whither 
we were to go, or to what point we were to 
dire£l our courfe. This was a new and more 
horrible fouree of difquietude. I cannot de- 
fcribe it in a more ftriking manner than by 
adding, that I defpaired of being able to con- 
ceal thefe alarming circumftances from my 
companions, and therefore called them to- 
gether and laid jhc whole of the cafe before 
them. By one^ I was advifed to return the 
way I had come, and to regain the Elephants- 
River ; by another, to pufli on to that of JSwarU 
T>ooren^ which was in reality not a river, tut a 
canai made by fom^e^ torrent ; but which, from 
the late rains that had faHen, might perhaps 
fupply us both with wati*r and pafturage. The 
firft of thefe projeds'was irtipradicable, and, 
fo far from offering a^refource, threatened de* 
ftrudlion as well to oiirfelyes as to our cattle, if 
we were ra(h enough to undertake itt We 
Vt)L, I. T ihould 
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ihauld h^ve, indeed, |it the Eiephante-RiYer,^ 
thotiigh no paftujrage^ the confolation of ws^ter 
in j^bundance ; hut to return through the 
fcorched plains we had left hehii^ U3, and tOi . 
trayel tlyree days more, with fuch lean and ^yi^'' 
haufted animals, and in want; too of ereff 
qe^^ry, was more than coutd be efie6ted 
^l^ough fome god had been thi? chariotee?. 
Qn the contrary^ the other plan might plungf 
us iliU deeper perhaps In the abyfk^ but^ eon-^ 
c«[l§4 behind the veil of futurity, it w»s a re-» 
fbuFce ^hat afforded us, ^t l^aA feqnLe food fpr 
Qiffhop^^^ 

Oyjged ¥> W^H a choke, I therefore g^ve.. 
tl^ figna} for advancing ^ and everything ws^ 
in motion for* pur departure. Wc abandoned 
thf carriage, ^fter tailing fqch things from' it aa 
I conceived w,o^W be neceflary for our vS% 
^4 fubAHuung In their ilea,d £>me heav^jr 
bo5<ff frotji ihe qther two vehicles, ia ordfx ta 
i(C|KJep tbeiB lighter. Th^e^fe article^ 1 intended 
one day to. r4<:over, if circumJlanccs pwv^jd. 
favroyrabk i and in <h«. n^eafit time. I enttufted 
tbf ga to the ca^e of heaven and th.^ ekphajMs, 
^owieyer^that nfy j^ttentot hord^ or pUnte^r^ 
fiwn thft ftonii^g?*. Pft^pSiftg tiha^ w^y,. -^hj;. 
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fave me this trouble, I ordered the catmge lob* 
(ixrtonnded and eveii cOYenedarll otrer with the 
brttiches of tttcd, which gave it at a diftancc tht 
ftppeirance of a biifh; and^asafsinhef p^ec£ku>« 
ti(5n,my Hottentots took off one of the whcefel 
aind buried it at a diftance in the eatth. 

We fefoimed om* joofney^ and by j^atkMe^ 
courage, and perfeterance, arrived at kft dt 
Schuh^Klip (boat rock), biit not without lofing 
more of our oxen, though the diftanee we 
travelled was only two leagues and a haiKl 
Schuit-Klip i« a fftlrfl rodk of an oval form, 
and, as its ftame impliefJj hollowed out fik^ a 
boat. It contained a fmall quatttity of ^atei^ 
attd, to add to qur felicity, of a fnoft excellent 
kind. From the fteepft«fs of itd bonders, the 
quadrupeds in the neighbourhood Were unable 
to trouble it, atid k was not therefore fpoiled 
like that of Kfakkeel-Ktf{)». For the fame rea- 
fon, my horfet^ eouM hot d^inkatthis refer- 
Toir J but we drew ftom it a! fofficiency to afford 
a litrie refrefltment both ta them and ihy 
oxen J and, always fangurne as to the filture, 
I deferred fill the ne^t day t?he continuanee of 
our journey^ So many obf^acles, however, 
that feeittcd* incapable of bfeing furmounted, 
T a did 
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did not fail to damp my courage ; and though 
• I aflumed externally an air of tranquillity, ^n4 
' talked to my CQmpanions in a tone of cheerful-! 
nefs, I was inwardly 3. prey tp the mod tor- 
jnenting refleilions. Swanepoel, better acT 
^ quainted with my charader and difpofition, 
and pofleffing alfo more penetration than my 
dear Kl?ias, came to nae to makp a very fatal 
propofition, which was that of leaving behind 
me another of my vehicles. *^ Your teams," 
faid he, " are reduced to a ftatp of jJebility, 
" which requires thatypq fjioul^b^ftsfparing 
?' of them a§ poflible. Nptwithftanding pur 
" cares to diminifli the luggage, fti}l, if they 
*' have two waggons to draw, 1 fear thgtt before 
f' tq-mprrpw night not a fingle ox will rcr 
^* main ^live. In that cafe what will become 
" of us? We are not far from the diftri(£t of 
*' Klaas Bafter, the map ppipted oqt by Colo- 
■^ nel Gordon as likely to be pf ufe to us* Gq 
** in purfuit pf hina, cpntinuing your jpurney 
^^ with one waggpn only. As you . proceed, 
" difpatqh ypur people different ways through 
" the country j and if ypu are fo happy as to 
f* find him, fend us afliftance. Give me only 
i^ four men, and I will be anfwerable upt qnly 
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^ fbi the carriage you fhall leave Here, biit alfo 
^* for that which we abandoned at KrakkecU 

This adviqe was certainly, lihdfer fUch dif- 
cumftancesi the ihoft reafonabic that could be 
given. By hufbanding the wateir of the irockj 
Swancpoel would have wherewith to fUpply 
the wants of his fmall detachment ; arid fomd 
flibwers of rain might happen to fill and aug- 
ment the ciftern. I left with him, therefore^ 
afupply of provifiond ; removed into his wag- 
gon fuch heavy articles as were likely to em- 
barrafs me on my wdy, and addrefled to him at 
.my departure a word of admonition : *• My 
" dear Swanepod,*' faid I , *^ if my uhlucky 
** ftars, if the bad fortune whidh perfecutfes me 
*• ftiould bring hither a band of inaroon Hot- 
" tentotSj or plundering Bofhmen, I eXprefsly^ 
" forbid you to expofe either yolir Own life of 
^* the lives of your companiotis ; let my. car- 
** riage be robbed j hafteti itnmfe.diately to 
" join me, and let me fee you again as fafe and 
'* found as .1 leave you/' 

Of the fifty-four. oxen with which I begart 

my journey, thirty-oh6 had died. The twenty-* 

three that remained I divided into three teams, 

T 3 convinced 
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coQidaced that eight would be fudic^nt &ft 
my waggon after it had been ib ^nucb light-' 
ened. At the fame time I took care to fiiorten 
the ftages, aad to proceed only a league wkh- 
Oiit ch^DgiQg the team; aod in thi3 manner I 
aiTivf4 9t (?^-i?/»/jr-iir(?^,(Elephants-head)* 

ThJ^ ^e^rife is a rock that has acquired it« 
nAm€ &om k& %ure. I flattered myfelf that 
I &ouhi find water here afr at Schok^^Rtip^ 
4l9d there had aduallj been fome in it$ A\SS&^ 
cat caviti^l^; buty esccept a little moifViifey it 
hftdaU evaporated Mjoxen^ which had not 
^2kVfV diirtug th:^ whole day, and which, the: 
(KV^mg b^lore indeedyhad only been fupplied 
with 9( {^¥f drops^ vl&ed m vaift aU the 
deft* of the rook. So^ great waa^the diftrefe of 
thef^ poof aniii^Il,. thafi, wherever they found 
tpQ|ft)»i¥i th^ held theirnoikilB orer it^ as if 
fi^r^fhod by \t» eKhalation^ and endeavoured 
tft lap ijp with their tongues the aqueote par- 
t^les it might i^omain ; wli^ie ;*t the fame time 
tb^y pietj^d their ftdea and beat their tails; 
againft the cavity, fed^iug to imbibe relief at 
ev^ry porct A& for me, I had ftill a Kttle 
water yeiMiiiiug in a ^,, which I fhared wkh 
the |welv« HottentoU'who ^caompauied nre 5 

and 
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Mid we found anwhef refourcc iti rtiy goate, 
tiSthdt milk was hot yet dried up. ' 

The heavy and continued faifiS we expeti- 
enwd, when prbceeding along the banks of 
the Elephants- Rivef, had not extended to the 
diftridof Oliphants-Kop; of, at leaft, if any 
had fallen here, as thfe cavities of tlie rock 
leethed lo indicate, the quantity had been too 
fitiall to pf6duce any vifible e:tfe£t on vege- 
tation. '_ . 

The country every where arouiid exhibited 
the riiotl frightful fterility, nor did any thing 
feem to iiidicate a change. To the weft was 
an immenfe plain, which, extending perhaps 
to the fea, prefcnted, as far as the eye could 
teach, an uniforfrilheet of dry earth, iiiterfperfed 
here and 'there with a few oily plants only, 
and fome withered and ftunted Buflies, At 
the, eaft a long ridge of naked mountains ' 
gloomily bounded the horizon 5 and, in ihort, 
lilence, drearinefs, and defdl'ation, prevailed on, 
all fides. 

In a fituafion lefs deplorable I had fdfmefly 
been indebted for my fafety to k birdj which, 
lighting upon a rock, had given me reafon to 
conclude that it might contain water j and I 

T 4 cxpeded 
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cxpeded the fame benefit here from flocks of 
moor-game, which I faw pafs me in the air. 
With this hope I followed their flight with 
eager eyes; for I knew that thefe. birds repair 
regularly twice a day to the water to drink and 
wafli themfelves : but conceive the defpair in 
which I was plunged^ when, flying at firfl:, 
from north to fouth, I faw them return in ^ 

. contrary diredlion without flopping : which 
feemed to be an infallible fign that there was no 
fpring, nor the fmalleft refervpir of water^^any 
where in the neighbourhood Thefe birds, 
however, flew at fuch a prodigious height, that 
my fight could not long follow them ; and all I 
<:ould conclude from their pafl!age was, that they 
were perhaps haftening to quench their third 
at the Elephants- River. No rock bird what- 
ever alighted near us; which doubtlefa indi- 
cated that nature here was in a moft forlorn 
ftate. Moor-fowl, in general, are inaufplcious 
birds, becaufe, living on feeds and infeds, they 
are to be met with only in dry and fcorched 
diflxids. ' I recolleded that^ I had been under 
great alarm, during my firft journey^ by the 
circumftance of the numergus coveys of them I 

• had k^ii in crofling the barren. ^ country of 

Karaw, 
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K^itaW) after leaving Snewberg^and.tl^at it had 
|)roved align eqj^ally certain gf th-e ftierj.lity pf 
the diftijid : whereas ^neith^r in the fertile 
fcountry of the GafFresv nor in the delightM 
groves of Auteniqua, had I ever obferved a 
bird 9f this kind -. a cpntraft that exited in my 
liiind the moft melancholy fenfations. i 

, , We had arrived at Oliph^nts-Kop at fo early 
aa hbur,' that I hoped we Ihould be able to pro? 
c^ed a few leagues farther before the clofe of 
the day.; and -I was the more refolved to do 
{Oy as, f^ing neither fgifturagp nor water, ^: it 
:was necfffary. for me to truft: to the chance cf 
finding, at a. greater diftancq^ a morecommo* 
dious ^t for 'encamping* I gavfe orders 
therefore for our departure; but iwhen my 
people began to harnefs my. oxen, not one of 
them.v^ras found fit forfervicc: they all lay 
down around the waggon fo apparently ex* 
haufted, that there was region to apprehend 
they would never rife agaipi upon their Jegs* 
I What fituation could be more dreadful ? I 
few myfelf obliged to pafs the night in this 
parched and barren. fpot, where my cattle were 
about to perifh for want of water and food, 
and we ourfelves, in like manner, were tor- 
6 mented 
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fiMQted with the moft detouring tMrft j and 
to add *o this diftrefsy net t^tri ihe fm&Ueft 
hope prefettted hfdf of bring able to extri- 
cate my^lf (k>m my d^cultiea. MeanWhite^ 
tolea^e fio refouree untried, I employed aH 
my people^ during the retnaining pait irfthe 
day, in feirtMng every where in the neighs 
boorhood) €ach in a difierentt^uartery {or holes 
and eavitka which might have beeA &)kd ttrrth 
rain 5 and I went my^If upon the fame pur- 
fiiit trith toy ape laid Say dog^: hixt we atfl-re- 
ttorn€fdi Hottentots and their mailer, one after 
another > dejected to the tamp, with the fame 
tidings upon ©ur Rps, " I have fowhf no-^ 
thing :"— Mdreadfiii tidings, that confined ni 
wer toftill farther fufcf ings and mifery ! 

What a crowd of black and ill-omened ide^ 
ttow ruibed upon my mmd ! At fight of the 
deplorable fituation of my iinfortunatc eattte, 
M deadty terror crept through nry verns^ The 
ftate of my Hottentots, from whom I had en* 
de^vou^ed to conceal a part of our evik, did 
ttw foil alfo to add to my torments^; atid f 
curfed a thouland time^ the Hfed cortfidcntef 
which had induced me to advance. 

A dififfpeKate frtuation Icacjs to the adoptloit 

of 
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of (Icfpe»t« mcafwres : I refoJved therefore in-r 
l^aatly to onbrace the ocily expediem I hitd to 
purfue ; vrhich wj^, to ^ban4o« my third and 
bA ^ebicl0, together with the tmmal^ tb«t «s«^ 
maiBe4> to di(lrij>ute arn^s iiPid amtttti]itk»i 
aaioag my peopk, aiid to proceed oci fi3at to 
thci Etephams-Riyer with fitich of them as 
would agree to follow me. 

Tbia plan^ with whatever difficulties it might 
be attend^, was apparently the oaly mfiooaL 
ooi^ that remained : yet, wheo I propofed it tot 
my Hottentots^ not an individual approved of 
it. Conviaced that the interruption of a jour<* 
aey, which they h^d feen me fo anxious to 
accomplish, muft occafipn me the grealcft ^or-» 
tification, they unanimoufly protcfted diac they 
Would never abandon me, and that they wocild 
eheerfully go on with me wherever I fhouid 
' think proper to lead them. At the fame lima 
each exhorted me to take courage, and to try my 
fortune once more, by proceeding a few leaguea 
ferfhen Thofc who had gone in feardi of 
Water towards the,eaft affured me,, by way of 
confolation, that there was a range of hills at 
the bottom of the mountains ' before us, and 
that the valleys between would perhaps affi)rd 

us 
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US excellent pafturage and abundance of water ) 
while thofe who had gone out in the oppofitc 
diredioh had obferved a cloud or two peep- 
ing above the horizon^ from which they au- 
gured in their turn that a ftorm was not far 
diftant, and that it would certainly make its 
appearance either during the night or to^ 
morrow. 

Under the immediate prefliire of difficulties 
and danger, fuch vague conjedures infpired 
me with little confidence : but the afFeding 
teftimonies of attachment I had received, ren- 
dered Icfs painful to me the thoughts of a dif- 
folution^ which I confidered as rapidly ap- 
proaching. 1 exhorted all my people to be- 
take themfelves to reft ; and I retired myfelf to 
ray waggon, wliere I fpent the whole night in. 
the mbft gloomy refledions. At break of day 
I was fuddenly.roufed from my reverie by a 
clap of thunder, which confirmed, to demon- 
ftration, what had been announced by one of 
my Hottentots/ I jumped with alertnefs from ^ 
the carriage, and, by a natural movement, raifed 
my hands in adoration towards the clouds,^ 
which the thunder feemed to be driving before 
it. My friends, tranfported like myfelf, ranged 

them- 
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tKemfelves eagerly around me. In a moment the 
whole, heavens were Qvercaft, and the clouds 
})lackened delightfi^lly over our heads. My 
heart palpitated with j.oy and apprehenfion. 
I waited with the moft eager impatience for 
the happy effeds of theftorm; eyeryinftant 
expedling it tQ defc?nd upon us in a torrent of 
rain. Tranfient hopes I horrible, horrible joy! 
Scattered by t^e wind, tbQ clouds difappeared 
frofn over our heads, and funk below the hori- 
zon. This ipeft^^cle ftruck every one of • us 
with fo gfeat a confternatiqn, as to deprive us 
pf all power of fpeech. or motion. Defpair 
hecame imprefled upon the moft refolute of my 
people ; and th^' 4^^^ filence that follpwedt 
ihewed how vain it w^s to ipall uppu them for ^ 
fonfolation or affiftance, 

^During the night two pf my oxen had died, 
^nd three of my dpgs had defertgd me. I loft 
alfo one pf my horfes, whifh I faw expire be- 
fore my eyes. Thus was I lofmg one by one 
my whole ftock of cattle; and I beheld theni 
periih with the niore regret, becaufe, having 
ihared in my fatigues, I had become attached , 
p them as fo many fcry ants of my houfehold. 
yhey approached flowly indeed to their laft 
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moments, bttt thefe momcittd Verc fingttlarly 
pixnf\Ar They were firft fched with cotivnU 
Sons, whieli ended in a long and dreadful 
agony. Scarcely was dnc deprived of Kfc thail 
another became a facrifice. Next after my 
horfe, this linhappy lot fell upon the very bed 
of my oxen ; and of all my lofts, this in patfi- 
culardccafidftedmethe grcateft affidton. !Tht 
tcader will pardon me if I drgrefs fc«* a momeitt 
to tdl hivA the rcafon. 

I had given to this faithftrl fcrvant tfie Tmt\& 
of Inghsnd. He was tire oldeft and ftrongeft 
bcaft I pofleffed : aceordrngly he had fuccefe- 
fiilly encountered the fatigue of my firff jotit- 
cey, thotigh, during the whole route, he had 
eonftantly odiupied the thill to my heavreft 
and principal waggon. Biftingmflred by an 
inftin^i fuperior to the other animals of his 
(pecks, my people, when they unharneiled 
hltn^ gave fhenrfelves no concern to prevent 
hxm ffpm efcaping ; he wandered at wilMn the 
paltur<?, and. wag comtflitted, if I may fo ex- 
prefs myfelf, to the guidance of his own undeiv 
ftandnigj there was no feat th^ he WOwM 
wander from the place; When ft was tfnie to 
travel another ftage, it was ui!pieceflaijy to fetch 
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tuoi from tbt paft«re^ and btkg kim to ilba 
xirag^n^ as. wa;^ r^qplfite £ar tl]^ reii; th»« 
fmacks of the whip wais our fignal fbc march, 
amd a« foan aa he heard tb^m h^ cam^ to hit 
poftv Hewas(alwa)[Si th^c firft to pr€;reat Kim- 
felf^ta the trac€;$, as if he had been i^raid to 
lo£e hU priority iu a place whloh he had cotH 
ftaa)tly t»e«ii €iiv]>lo;ed to occup^F^ 

If I w&vA QUK iox ^xttcife^ <» tf> hwniy at i»f 
return Ingland, as far as he could fee nD% 
qvH^ed hi$ pagvpe^ a^d ran lowu d» nta vfitk a 
partioidar ibrt of beUawiii^ expre^ve of hosi 
JQ]?, - . Hq xuhhed hi^ head agai^ft my body ia 
difieropt. dir^^lons^ and ear^d 9^ aft^r his 
mauler. ?r^ueady he licked vskj hands | 
ajDkd I wa9 coBfttained to ilop^ long eaoiigh to^ 
xeoefiv^ HU civilkksi whkhiAK&etime$ lai%t4 
for a quarter of an hour. At lengtb| whesb I 
had replied by my endearments and by a kifs, 
he led the way to my tent, and walked quietly 
before me. 

The evening befbce be diad^ logjand laid 
down near the ftiaft of bis waggon ; and it 
was in this place he ejxpired. I faw his laft 
agonies, but was unable to render him the 
(ligbteft affiftance. A^ l bow frequently, when 

friend- 
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friendfliip has miflled me, when fedncing ap^ 
pearanccs have allured my confidence^ hawi I 
thought of poor Ingland, and involuntarily caft^ 
my eye upon the hand he had fo often licked ! 

The rain which we had defired with fo much 
eameftnefs having failed us, we were deter- 
mined to quit our northern di^eflion, and to 
return Jo the riorth-eaft, towards Ihofe pafles in 
the mountains from which we expeded our 
lafety. 

For twenty-four hours not one of us had 
tailed food. Not that we had been in any want • 
of provUiori* } but we were apprehenfive thiat 
-eating 'would 'enhance our def;re to drink, 
.• Thus exhaufted with fatigue, worn out with 
' watchfulnefs, and tormented with thirft, we 
refumed our journey and proceeded to the 
inountainst 
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